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POETICAL WORKS 

GEOFF. CHAUCER, 

IN FOURTEEN VOI.UMES. 

THE MISCELLANEOUS PIECES 

From Urry'j Edition 1711, 

THE CANTERBURY TALES 

From TymvbiU's Edition 1775' 
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Crete well CllAUCER wliui jc mete 

Of diteet and of foBcetelfde* 

The which be— madCf 

The londe fuUfiUed U over all. GOW'EK. 

My malOerCUAUCER — chiej^poete of Bretsyne — - 
Whom ill this londefchulde of rY^htprefene, 

flth of our lsnR«CB be w»s the lode-herre 

Thmt made firft todyftyUeand rayne 

The gold dewc drop ya of fpeche an4 eloqaence 

Into our tuni^ tbrugh his excellence. LYOGATZ. 

The honuiir of EnglWh long is dede- — 
My mayfter CHAUCER, flourc of eloquence, 
Mirrour of fruAuousenteBdemciit, 
Univerfet fadirin fcience—- 
This londis verraytrefouraadriche0e~— 
The firftefyndcr of ourfayrclangage. OCCLEVE. 

Venerabill CUAUCER,principall poete bat pere, 
UcTinly trumpet, oKege and regulere. 
In eloquence balme,condi£k and dial) , 
Mylky fuuntane, clcre ftraiul,and rois rialT, 
OffrefcheenditetbrowAlI;;oanilandbn>d. DOUGLAS. 

O reverend CHAUCER! rofeof rethourisall. 
As in ou re too Bg flour imperial 
1 hat raife in Brittaoe evir, quba veldU right 
Thou beiria of Maicfra the triumphs myall. 
The frefche enamilt t^rmca celefliall: 
This mater cuuth haif illuminit full bricht, 
AVasthou Rocht,of nur IngUaali thelighl. 
Surmounting every toung tericAriall 
A»fara< Mayi's morrow dels midnight. DUNBAR. 

VOL. vir. 

EDINBURG: 

AT TBE SlpOHO pteOS, BY THE MARTINS. 

Atino I7S3. 
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POETICAL WORKS 

GEOFFREY CHAUCER. 

VOL. vn. 

CONTAINING HIS 

MISCELLANEOUS PIECES, viz. 

THE ROMAUNT OF THE ROSE. 



But nathelea certain 
lean right now no thrifty Tale fain, 
BatCHAUC£R»Cthough he can but Icwedlf 
On metre* and on riming craftily } 
Hath fayd hem in fwiche £nglilh at he caa 
Of olde time, as knowctb many a man ; 
And if he have not fayd hem, leve brother, 
In o baolc, he hath fayd hem in another— ^- 
Who fo that MTol hja large Volume feke. TALES, ver. 4405* 

Dan CHAUCER, weU of EngUih undefil'd. 
On Fame's eternal bead-roll worthy to be fil'd-*— 
Old Oan Geffrey, i n whofe gentle fprlght 
The pure well-head of poetry didd well — . 
Be whiift he lived was the foveraigne head 
Oflhepherdsall~~.~ 8?EN8E1t. 

Old CHAUCER, like the morning flat. 
To us dlfcovcrs day from far ) 
His light thofe mifts and clouds 4ifrolv'4 
Vhlch our dark nation long in vol v'd ) 
But he dcfceading to the fhades 
Darknefs again the age invades. DEMH AM. 

CHAUCER, him who firfl with harmony i»fonn«4 
The language of our fathers — His legends blithe 
lie fang of love or knighthood, or the wiles 
Of homely life, thro' each cftaie and age 
The fafhiont and the follies of the world 
^KTlth cunning hand portray ing-..~ 
Bim who in timet-—— 
Dark and untaught began with charmiog f erft 
To tame thexudeneft of his native land. AREN8IDC. 
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MISCELLANIES. 



THE ROMAUNT OF THE ROSE. 

Many menne faine that in fweveninges 

Ther 11*18 but fables and kfingea; 

fiat yet menne male feme fwevin I'en< 

Whiche hardily that falfc ne bene, 

But aftirwardc ben apparaunt, 5 

This maie 1 drawin to warrannt. 

An author that hight Macrubes, 
That halte not dremis fialfe he Icfe, 
Baf undoth us the avifioun 
That whilom mette King Cipimin. 10 

TbeRomaunt pftbe Rq/f] This book was begun in French vcrii* 
by WillUm de I.oiTis, and finiihed forty years after by John Clo* 
^tnell, alias JohnMoone,borD at Meven updn the river of Loy* 
er» not far from Parte, as appeareth by Molioet the French au- 
thor upon the morality of The Roinaunt, and afterward tranf- 
latcd for the nnoft part .ntoErt^lifh metre try Geffrey Chaucer, 
bnt not finiihed. It te entteoled The Romaunc of the Rjofe» cs* 
The Art of Love; wherein are (hewed the helps and funlier- 
aoces as alfo the lets and impediments that lovers have in their 
fuits. In this book the author hath many glanees at the hypo- 
crify of the clergy yWlKiebyte got kinaielf fuch hftt««d amengft 
them that Gerfon Chancellor of Paris writeth tlius of him 2 
lay*th he,There wasonecalled Jbhannes Meldinenfiswtio wrote 
a book called The R-omaunt of the Rofe, which book if I only 
had, and that there were Oo ndore in the world, if I might have 
foo pound for the fame I would latlier burn it than take the 
money. He iaith more, that if he thought tiie author thereof 
did not repent him for that book tefiure he dyed he would 
vouchfafe to pray for bia no more than be would for Judas 
that bcttaj'cd Chrift. l/rry, 

A iij 
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And who fo faith and weneth it be 
A jape or els a nicete 
To wenc that dremis aftir fal. 
Let who fo Iifte a fole me cat; 
For this trowe I, and fay for me, ^5 

That dremis fignifiaunce be 
Of gude and harnte to many wightes 
'i'hat drem^n in ther Hepe a nightes 
Full many thingis covirtly 
That fallin aftir o'pinly. ^ 

Within my twenty yere of age, 
Whan that Love takith his corage 
Of yongc folke, I wcnte fone 
To bed, as I was wont to done. 
And faile I ilepte, and in fieping- ^5 

Me nfiette fuche a fwevining 
That likid me wondirous welc, » * 
But in that fwevtn* is ner a dele 
That it n*is aftir^^afde befal. 
Right as this dreme wol tell us al. 30 

Now this dreme wol I rime a right 
To make your hcrtJs gay arid light, 
For Love itprayith, and alfo 
Commaundith me, that it be kf* 

And if there any a&in me ^5 

\^hether that it be he or flie. 
And how this bok^ whrche is here 
Slial hate, which that I rede you here, 
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It is The Romaaot of the Rofe, 

lo which all The' Arte of Love I clofe. 40 

The matir faire is of to make, 

God graunt id jgre that ihe it take 

For whom that it hegonnin is ! 

And that is ihe that hath iwia 

So mokil prife, and therto (he 4 j 

So worthy is beloved to be 

That (he wel ought of ffrife and right 

Be clepid Rofe of every wight. 

That it was Mey me thoughtin thoy 

It is five yere or more ago, 50 

That it was Mey thus dremid me. 

In time of love and jolite, 

That al thing ginnith wa^n gay. 

For there is nethir baike nor hay 

In Mey that it n'ill (hrondid bene, S5 

And it with newe levis wreoe ; 

Thefe woddis eke recovered grene 

That drie in winter beii to (ene. 

And the erth wexith proude withaU 

For fote dewis that on it fall, 60 

And the povir edate forgettc 

III whiche that winter had it fette. 

And than becometh the groonde fo prdude 

That it wol have a newd (hroude. 

And make fo queint his robe and ^yre, 6s 

That it had hewes sm handrtd payre 
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Of grifle and flouris Inde and Pen, 

And many hewU fttU diverse. 

That is the robe I mene i wis 

Through whiche the ground to praiOn is* ^O 

The birdis that han left ther fonge 
While thei han fuffrid coMe fol ftroage 
Id wethers grille and derke to fight, 
Ben in Mey for the fanne bright 
So glad, that they (hewc in finging 75 

That in ther hert is fuche liking 
That thei mote fingin and ben light ; 
Than dothe the nightingale her might ' 
To makin noife and fingen blithe^ 
Than is blifsfuU many a lithe, 80 

The chelaundre' and C^e popingay, 
Than yonge folke emeodia aye 
Jfer to ben gaie and amorotts, 
The time is than fo favottnnis. 

Harde is his herte that lovith nought S5 

In Mey, whan al this mirth is wroaght. 
Whan he may on thele brauachis fcerp 
The fmal^ birdis fingin tUtt 
Ther blisfull fwetd fong pitous : 
And in this fefon delitoiis, 90 

Whan love alSnnkh alld thing, 
Me thought one night, in my fleping, 
Right in my bed ful rcdily 
That it was by the' morowc erly» 
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And up I rofe and gao me cloche ; 95 

Aiioo I wifhe mine hondisbothe, 

A filvir nedil forth I drowe 

Oot of aguiler queint inowe, 

And gan this nedill threde anone, 

For out oftoune^e lift to gone • • ico 

The foune of briddis for to here 

That on the buHds fingin dere. 

In the fwete fefon that lefe is, 

With a threde bailing my flevts^ 

Alone [ went in my playing, 10 j 

The fmald foulis fonge herkening. 

That painid 'hem fol many* a paire 

To fing on bowis bloffomed faire ; 

Jolife and gaie, full of giadnefie, 

Towarde a river gan me drefie, 1 10 

Which that I herde renne fafte by, 

For fairir playin none faugh I 

Than playin me by that rivere. 

For from an hill that ftode there nere 

Come doune the ftreme full ftiffe and bold, 11$ 

Clare was the watir, and as cold 

As any welle is, fothe to faine, 

And fomdele lafle it was than Saine, 

But it was flraitir, wele away. 

And nevir faogh I er that dale I U> 

The watir that fo wele liked me, 

And wondlr glad was 1 to fe 
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That lufty place and tbat rivere ; 

With that watir that raa fo cierd 

My face I wiihe, tho fawe i wele t%S 

The botome ipavid everidele 

With graTeU, f ul of fbosit flkene. 

The medowis fofte, fote, and grene. 

Beet right upon the watir fide ; 

Fal dere was thaa the morowe tide, 1 30 

And ful attempre out of drede ; 

Tho gan I walkin throwe the medC| 

Pommwarde evir in my playing 

Nigh to the ri?er*8 fide coadUng. 

And whan I had a while igone t^g 

I fawe a gardin right anone 
Foil long and brode, and ereridele 
£nclofid was and wallid wele 
With hie walls enWcaiIid» 

Portrayed without, and well entaylxd I40 

With many full riche portreitures, 
And both the* inaagis and peiptnres 
Gan I beholdin bcfily ; 
And I wol tel you redily 

Of thilke imagis the femblaunce» 145 

As ferre as I have remembraunce* 

Amiddis fawe 1 Hate yftonde. 
That for her wrathe, and ire, and onde, - 
Semid to be a minorefTe, 
An angry wight, a chidire0e» I50 
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And fill of gile and fell corage 

B/femblauQt was that ilke imagv. 

And Ihe was nothing welc araide^ 

But like a wode woman afraide; 

YfroaBcid fonle was her viiage, I r « 

And grinning for difpicous rage 5 

Her nofe yfnortid op for teoe, 

FdI hidotts was &e for to fene ; 

Fnl foole and rufty was ihe this; 

Her hed iwrithin was iwis 1^ 

Ful grimly with a grcte towaile* 

An innagc of anothre'entaiU 
A lifte halfe was her hk yhy ; 
Her name ad)ove her hed fawe f. 
And ihe was callid Felony. I^f 

Anothre* image, thit ViUany 
Tdepid was, fawe I and fonde 
Upon the wall 00 her right honde ; 
This Villany was like fomdele 
That othre * image, and troftith welt 170 

She femid a wkkid cretnre ; ' 

By coontenaupce sn |K»treitiire 
She femid be ful difpitous. 
And eke fol proude and outragiouft 

Wei coude he paint, I undertake, i;^ 

That fuch an image coude imake ; 
Fol foole and chorlich femid ihe, 
Aadr eke viUeinous for to b«^ 
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And 11 til could of noritore 

To wor(hippe any creatiirs. I So 

And neite tvas paintid Covetife, 
That eggith folke in many* a gife 
To take and yeve right nought again. 
And g^ete trefouris up to laine. 

And that is ihe that for ufare X 85 

Lenith to many a cretvre 
The laflie for the more winning. 
So (ovitous is her brenning ! 
And that is flie for pennis fele ^ 

That techith for to robbe and ftele X 90 

Thefe theWs and thefe fmale harlotes. 
And that* is routhe, for by thcr throtea 
Fdl many one hongith at laft ; 
She makith folke compalTe and cail 
To takin othir folkis thing T 9; 

Through robbery' or mifcoveting; 
And that is ihe that makith trechours, 
And ihe that niakxth falfe pledoors. 
That with ther termis and ther domes 
Do maidins, childrin, and efanp^mcs, OCO 

Ther heritage, alas ! forgo : 
Ful crokid were her bondis two, 
^r Covetife is eyir wode 
To gripin othir foUiis gode: 

¥ox Covetife for her winning 205 

Ful lefe hath othir men([us thing 
4 
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Another image fet faugh I 
Nexte unto Covetife fail l>y. 
And {he was depid Avarke : 
Ful foule in painting waa that vtce, SIO 

Fal iad and caitifc was ihe eke. 
And alfo grene as any leke; 
So evill hewed wai her coloore 
Her femed to* have livid in langoare 3 
She was like thing £or hongtr ded, II5 

That lad her life oneiy by Ixed 
Kaedin with eifel firong and qgre. 
And therto ihe was lene and megrej 
And ihe was clad fol povirly 
Al in an oldd tome coartpye tSO 

As ihe were all with doggis tome. 
And hothe hehinde and eke heforae 
Ydoutid was ihe heggirly. 

A mantU honge her hM by 
Upon a benche both weke and imale ; S25 

A burnette cote hooge there withal, 
Yfarrid with no mcniverc, 
But with a furrd rough of here 
Of lambe ikynnys hevy and blakei 
It was full olde I undirtake, ^36 

For Avarice tp dothe her wele 
Ke haftith her nevir adele, 
For certainly it were hjcr lothe 
To werin of that ilke .cbthe,. 
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Andifitwereforweridflie %^s 

Would havin full gret nicete 

Of clothing er Ihe bought her newe, 

Al were it bad^of wol and hewe. 

This Avarice held^in her hande 
A purfe which that honge by a bande, 240 

And that (he hid and bonde fo ftrooge 
Men maft abiclin'WGndir longe 
Out of the purfe er there come ought, 
For that ne comith in her thought: 
It was not certaine her entent %4S 

That fro that purfe a peny went. 

And by that image nigh inough 
Was paintid Envy, that nere lough. 
Nor nevir wel in Her hert ferde * 

But if fhe either &we or herde as ^ 

Some grete mifchaunce or grete difefe : 
Nothing ne may fo much her plefe 
As mifchefe and mifaventure; 
Or whan flic feeth difcomfiture 
Upon any worthy man fall, »55 

Than likith her right well withali : 
She is full glad in her corage 
Yf ihe fe any grete linage 
Be brought to naught in fhamful wife ; 
And if a man in honour rife a 6q 

Or by his wit or hi* proweffc, 
Of that ihe hach gret heyineiTei 

r 
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For truftith ivele ihe goeth nie wode 

Whan any chaunce yhapith gode. 

Envy is of fuche cruelte %6s 

That faith ne trouth ne holdith ihe 

To frende ne felswe hadde or gode; 

Ne ihe hath kinne none of her blode 

That ihe n'is ful chcr enemy ; 

She n*olde, I dare faine hardily, %J0 

That her own fathir farid wele : 

And fore abicth ihe every dele 

Her malice and her male talent^ 

For ihe is in fo grete turroent 

And hate fu che whan that folke doth gode 2 75 

That nigh ihe meitith fdr pure wode : 

Her hert fo kervith and fo breketh 

That God the peple wel a wreketh^ 

£nvy I wis ihall nevir let 
Some blame tipoQ the folke to fet: • aSo 

I trowe that if Envy i-wis 
Yknew the hc&i man that is 
On thifr iidc or beyonde the fe 
Yet fomwhat iaddn him wold ihe 3 
And if he were fo hende and wife %2s 

That ihe ne might abate his prife. 
Yet would ilie b^ame his worthineife, 
Or by her wordis make it leiTe. 
I fawe Envy in tlyit painting 
Yhad a wondirful loking, 290 
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For (he ne lokid but awrie 

Or ovirthwarte, all biigginglys 

Aiid fhe had a full foule ofage. 

She migbtln loke hi iio tilkge 

Of man ne woman forth right plaine^ %^$ 

But fhette her one eye for difdaine ; 

So for en vie yl^rennid (he 

Whan (he might any man yie 

That faire or worthy were or wile, 

Or ellis ftode in folkis prife . 300 

Sorowe was paintid neau £nTie 
Upon that wal of mafonrie ; 
Bat wel wal fene in her colonr 
That fhe had livid in iangoor ; 
Her femid to have the jaimdice ; 305 

Not halfe fo pale was Avarice, 
Ne nothing alike of lenefiie, 

For forowe, thought, and grete diftrefie, ^ 

That (he had fuffrid day and night 
Made her yelowe, and nothing bright : $10 

Ful fade, pale, and megre, aifo. 
Was nevir wight yet halfe fo wo 
Aft that her femid for to be. 
Nor fo fulfilled wit|i yre as (be ; 
I trow that no wight might her plefe^ 3 1^ 

Nor do that thing that might hsr cie; 
Nor {he ue would her forowe flake. 
Nor comfort none nnto her take, 
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So depe ywas herifo begonne, 

And eke her hert in angre ronne. 3 10 

A forowful thing wel femid (he; 

Nor fhe had nothing flowe ybe 

For to befcratc^tfi all her face. 

And for to rent in many place 

Her clothes, and for to tere her fwirci 335 

As (he that was fulfilled of ire ; 

And all to tome laie eke her here 

About her (hqlders here and there^ 

As (he that had it all to rent 

For angre and ibr male talent. 330 

And eke I tell you certainly' 
How that (he wept, full tendirly : 
In worlde n'is wight fo hard of herte^ 
That had yfcnc ber forowes fmerce. 
That n'olde have had of her pite, $S5 

So wo begon a ^hing was (he. 
She all to da(ht her felf for wo. 
And fmote tc^idir her hondes two ; 
To Sorowe was (he full ententife. 
That wofuU rcchileffe caitife, 3 40 

Her rooghtd little of playing, 
Or of clipping or of killing. 
For who fo forowfuU is in herte 
Him luftich not to plaie ne (lerte^ 
Nor for to dauncin ne to iing, 345 

Ne maie his herte in temper bring 

Bilj 
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To make joie on even or morowei 
For joie is contrary to forowe. 

Eide was ypaiotid after thii, 
That fhortir was a fote i^wif 35O 

Than fhe was wont iniier yong^hedD | 
Unneth her felf ihe might yfcd< : 
So feble and fo M wbs ihe 
That fadid was all her beaate ; 
Full falowe was waxen her colour ] 355 

Her hedde for hore was white as flour : 
Iwis grete qualme ne wetir it node. 
Me iinne, although her life wei'e gone. 
All woxin was her body* odwdde , 
And drie and dwinid lU for elde : 36^ 

A foule forwelUd ^ftg was Ihe^ 
That whilom rouodiuad foft had be : 
Her heris ihokin fail wnhail. 
As from her hedde they wooldin ftdli 
Her face yfrouncid and €orpined« 
And bothe her hosdis lorne fbrdwiaedi 
So old ihe was that ihene went 
A fbte bet it were by potent. 
The time that paflith night add date. 
And reftileffe travailith aie, 3^^ 

And delith from ns privily , 
That to us femith (Udrly 
Th|Lt it in one poind dwelUth ettft 
And certis it ne reftith fienr. 
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That there nUs man that thtibkin maie 

What timd that now prdcnt is^ 

A&ith at thefe grete ddrkii this ; 

For men thinkin it redily 

Thre timis ben 7p»ffid by ^9o 

The time that inaie not fojoame. 

But goth and maie nevir reMttrnCy 

As watir that doune ninnith aie. 

Bat nevir droppe retouf nt maie. 

There maie notbiBf ai tittifl onduce^ 5^5 

Ke metall nor yerthly crettire, 

Fblr alld thing is frette smd fhaAU 

The time eke that ychaoiKgith all» 

And all doeth waxe and ioArid f>e, 

And alld thing diite«yidi he ;> 3^ 

The time that eldith our auncdftiwri, 

Afid eldith kinge« and <iiiper|>iir»| ■ 

And that us all (hall ovircotltetl, 

£r that deth us ihall h««»tiomm8ll. 

The time that hath »lMn>%v^ldd - 395 

To elden foike had awie bet elde 

S^ inly, that to wy wcbfi^ • 

She mightin h«lpeh«rDfcii4Mthingy 

But tourned ayen iliit6 ch^dhMle : ' 

She had nothing her felf to Ittdei 4GO 

Ne witte ne pithe within her hold, 

lifore than a child of two ycre old* 
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But natheleffe I trowe that flkc ' 

Was faire fomtlme and freflie to fe 

Whan (he was in her rightfull age, 40S 

But ihe was pad all that paiTaire, 

And was a doted thing becomeo t 

A furrid cappe on had ihe nommen ; 

Well had (he cladde her Xelf and wartney 

For cold might els dotn her hanne : ^ 4 ro 

Thefe old folke havin alwaie cold, 

Thcr kinde is foche wbaa tbei ben old. 

j%s othir thing i^ras down there write 

That femid like an ipocrite^ 

A nd it was clepid Papeiardie ; - 41 s 

I'hat like is ihe that pciTilie 

Ne fparith ner a wicked ded^ 

Whan men o£ her takin wmt hede. 

And makith her outward precioM 

With pale ?ifage and pitoiif, • 490 

And femith a iimple crMure^ 

But there n*is no milk venture . . 

That ihe ne thinketh in licr torage: 

Full like to her wat thilke image 

That makid lyas like her fefahlauncCy- 495- 

She was full iimpSe* of countenuinc^d 

And (he was clothid and eke fliod 

As Aie w^rc for the love.of God 

Yholdin toreligign, ' 

Soche femid her d<vocf9n. 43O 
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A pfaltir heldp file faSt in honde^ 
And bulily (he gan to foode 
To make many a faint |inaiere 
To God and to his fain6tis dere : 
Ne flie was gaie, frelhe, at )olife» 435 

But femed to be fall tntcmife 
To god^ werkis ai\d to £ure. 
And therto (he had on an kaire. 

Ne certis (he was fatte nothing, 
Butfemidwerieforfaftittg: 44O 

Of coloor pale and dede was fhe ;: 
From her the gates ale warnid bo 
Of Paradife, that blisfuU place» 
For fochc folke makin lene ther gracCy 
As Chrift faieth in his fiYsngila, 445 

To get 'hem prife in toune a while. 
And for a little glory veigne 
Thei lefin God and eke his reigne. 

And aldir laft of everiehono 
Wat paintid Povertie' all alone, 454 

That not a peny had in hoU, 
Although that ihe her dothis fisld, 
And though ihe (hold la hongid be. 
For nakid as a worme was Ihe, 
And if the wether ftormic were 45$ 

For cold (he (hold have dyid there. 

She ne' had on but a Unke old faoke^ 
And many' a cloute oix 'a there (Ucke i 
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This was her cote, and her mantele; 

No more was there nevir a dele 46* 

To clothe her with ; I undirtake 

Crete lefir hadde ihe to quake : 

And ihe was put th^t I of talke 

Ferre fro thefc othre', up in an halke ] 

There lurkid and there courid flic, 465 

For povir thing, where fo it be, 

Is ihamefaft and difpifid aie : 

A curfid maie well be that daie 

That povir man conceivid is, 

For God wote all to- felde i-wi» 4 76 

Is any pore man well ifed, 

Or well arayid or icled, 

Or well belovid, in foche wife 

In honour that he maie arife. 

Alle thefe thingis well avifed, 475 

As i ha^e you er this deviled. 
With gold and afure ovir all 
Depaintid were upon the wall : 
Square was the wall, and high fdmdcle, 
Enclofid and ibarrid wele 480 

In ftedc of hegge was that gardin. 
Came nevir no (hepherd therein : 
Into that gardin well ywrodght 
■yVho fo that me coud have ybrought . 
By ladders, or els by degrc, - A^S 

It woulde well have iikid'me^ 
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Bor fochc folace, foche joie and pleie, 

I trowe that nevir man ne feie 

As was in that place delicious : 

The gardin was not daungerous 496 

To herborowe birdes many one ; 

So riche a yere was nevir none ^ 

Of birdis fong and braunchis grene, 

Therin were birdis mo I wene 

Than ben in all the relme of Fraunce ; 49Jf 

Full blisfall was the accordaunce 

Of the fwete pctous foog thei made. 

For all this worlde it ought to glade. 

And I my felf To mery ferde. 
Whan I ther blisfuU fongis herde, j 06 

That for an hundrld poonde would I, 
If that the pafifage opinly 
Haddin ybe unto me fre, 
That I n'olde entrin for to fe 
Th' afiemble ( God kepe it fro care ! ) 505 

Of birdis whiche that therein ware, 
That foDgin through ther mery throtes 
Danncis of love and mery notes. 
- Whan I thus herd the-foplis fmg 
1 fell fail in a waimenting 5 lo 

By whiche art or by what engin 
I Plight come into that gardin ; 
But waie I couthe ne findin none 
bto that gardio for to gone. 
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Ne nought wift X if that there wtrc 51 jr 

Eichir a hole or a place whare 

By whiche I mlghtin have emre ; 

i^t there was none to techin xne. 

For I was all alone i-wis, 

For w(f and for angui&e of tJut^ 540 

Till at the lafte bethought I me 

That by no waie ne might it be, 

There n*as ladder ne waie to pace. 

Or hoki into fo faire a place; 

Tho gan I go a fiali giete pace -5^5 

Environ, evin in compas, 

The clofing of the fquard vali. 

Till that I founde a wicket fmall 

So ihette that I At might in gooe« 

And othir entre Was there none. 5 30 

Upon this dore I gan to iinite 
That was fo fetis and fo lite, 
For othir waie coud 1 not feke. 
Fall long I (hofe and knockid eke. 
And ftode fuU long ail herkining 5 55 

If I herd any wight coming, 
Till that the dore of thilke entre 
A maidin curteis opened me : 
Her here was as yelowe of hews 
As any bafin fcourid newe ; 5 4% 

Her flelhe tendir as is a chike, 
With bent browis both fnothe uid flike; 
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And thereto by mefure iarg^e were 
The opeoing of her ^ yig dcre ; 
Heroofeofgodeproporcion; 545 

Her eyen graie 39 if a laucoa ; 
With fwete breth and wel favovred; 
Her fac^ white aod well cojoured ; 
With little mouthe wd round to fe ; 
A clovin chinn^ eke had (he ; 550 

Her necke was of gode fa^ion, 
in length and gretneUe byrefon, 
Withoutin bleine, oricabbe, or roine; 
Fro Hierufalem* to Burgoine 
There n*is a fairer necke i-wis ^^5 

To fele how fmothe and ibft it is; 
^er throte al^ fo white of hewe 
As (howe on braunche yfnowid newe; 
Of body full well wrought was (he, 
Men nedin not in no countre. 5(^0 

A fairer bodie for to feke ; 1 

And of fine orfrai«iia4 file eke 
A chapilet, fo femely on 
Ne nevir werid maide upon ; 
And faire above that chapilet s^5 

A rofe garlande had ihe yfet ; 
She had alio a gaie mirrour; 
And with a richc goldc trefour 
Her hedde was treHid full queintly ; 
Her flc vis fowid fetouily ; j 70 

rolum Vll. C 
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And for to kepe her hondis faire 

Of glovis white ihe had a paire ; 

And ihe had on a cote of grene 

Of cloth of Gaunt withoatin weae : 

Well femid by her aparaile 5 75 

She was not wont to grete travaile. 

For whan ihe kempt was feteoufly» 

And well araied and richily, 

Than had (he doen all her joume, 

For mery* and well began was flie. 5 80 

She had a Iqftie life in Maie; 
She had no thought by night ne date 
Of /lothing but it were onely 
To graieth her well and uncouthly. 

Whan that this dore had opened me 5S5 

This maidin famely for to fe, 
I thonkid her as I beil might. 
And alkid her how that ihe hight, 
And what ihe was I aikid eke f 
And ihe to me was nought unmeke, 5 90 

Ne of her aofwere daungerou$, 
JBut faire anfwerde, and fayid thus: 

Lo, Sir, my name is Idilpeile, 
Soclepin men me more and leffe : 
Full mightie and full riche am I, 5 95 

And that of one thiog, namily, 
For I entending to no thing 
But to my joie and my playing, 
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And for to kembe and trefle me : 

Acquaintid am I and prive 6oo 

With Mirthe, the lordc of this gardioy 

That fro the* londe of Alexandria 

Made the treis hithir be fet 

That in this gardin ben ifet ; 

And whan the trees werp woxe an hight 605 

This wal). that ftant here in thy fight j 

Did Mirthe enclofin all about ; 

And thefe imagis all without 

He did 'hem bothe entaile and paint 

That neither ben jolife nc quaint, 16 10 * 

Bat thei ben full of forowe and wo^ 

As thou had fene awhile ago. 

iVnd oft timis him to folace 

Sir Mirthe comith into this place, 

And eke with him come his meine^ 6 1$ 

That liven' in luft andjolite; 

And now is Mirthe therein, to here 

The birdis how they fingin dere. 

The mavis and the nightingale, 

And othir joly birdis fmalc ; 6 ao 

And thus he walkith to folace 

Him and his folke, for fwettir plac6 

To playin in he male not finde 

Although he fooght one in till Inde; 

Cij 
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The althir fairifl: foike to fe 6%$ 

That in this worlde maie foonde ybe 
Hath Sir Mirthe with him in his rout. 
That folowen him alwaies about. 

Whan IdilneiFe had tolde aU thi^. 
And I had hafkened well i-wi*, ^JO 

Thsm faied 1 16 Dame Idiinefie, 
Now all fo wifely God me blcfife, 
Sith Mirthe, that is fo faire and fre. 
Is in this yerd with his meine. 
Fro thilke afTemble if I maie 635 

ShaU no man werne me to date. 
That I this night ne mote it fc. 
For well wene I there with him be 
A faire and joly companic 

FulfiUid of all curtifie. . 6461 

And forth withoutin wordis mo 
In at the wickit went I tho 
That Idilneffc had opened m« 
Into that gardin faire to fe : 

And whan that I was m i-ms 645 

Mine hcrte was full glad of this. 
For well wende I full fikirly 
Have ben in Paradife yerthly, , 

So faire it was, that tfaftith well 
1 1 femcd a place efpirituell ; 6 JO 

For certis as at my dcvife 
'i here is no placd in Paradife 
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So gode in for to dwell or be 

As ID that gardin thoughtin me; 

For there was many' a btrde iingingy 6ss 

Tfaoroughoat the yerde all thringing, 

lo many placis nightingales. 

And alpes, and finches, and wodewales, 

That in ther fwetd fong delitcn 

In thilke placis as thei habiten. 660 

There mightin men fe many flocket 
Of turtels and of laverockes, 
Chalaiindris fele yfawe I there. 
That very nigh fbrfongin were. 
And thruftils, terins, and mavlfe, €6$ 

That fongin for to winne *hem prife, 
And eke to furmoant in ther foog 
That othir birdis *hem emong; 
By note ymadin faire fervife 
Thefe birdis that I you devife ; * 670 

Thei fong ther fong as faire and wele 
As angels doen efpirituell; 
And truftith me whan I *hem herde 
Full laftie and foil well I ferde. 
For nevir yet foche melodie 675 

Was herd of man that mightin die, 
Soche fwete fong as was *hem emong. 
That me thought it no bird'is fong. 
But it was wondir like to be 
Song of meremaldins of the fe, 680 

Ciij 
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That for her finging is fd dftfc ; 
Though wc McrcmaidJns clepe *htm here 
Ih Bnglifhe, as is DUr uikunce, 
Men ciepin *hem Serdfls in FratiAte, 

Ententife werin fdr to fltig 685 

Thefe birdis, that not iiBkonnin|p 
Were of ther craft and S preneifei 
But of fong fulfill ihd tkt wife; 
And certis whan I herd ther fon^. 
And fawe the grene place emoog, 69^ 

In herte I wext fo wondir gtfie 
That I was nevir cr f li*t daie 
$0 jolife nor fo well bigo, 
Ne mery* in herte, as I was tho $ 
And than wift T and fawe fall weU 6^S 

That Idilncffe me fervid well, 
• That me put in foche joUte : 
Her frende well ought I for to be 
Sithe flie the dore of that gardin 
Had opinid and \ti tne iti. 70O 

From hennis-forthe how that I wrought 
I (ball you tellin as me thought* 
Firft whereof Mirfhfc yfervid there, 
And eke what folke there with him were. 
Without fable I woll difcriTe, 705 

And alie that gardin eke as blive; 



,d by Google 



TSC XOHAUNT OF TBI XOSI* Jf 

T woli you tellin aftir this 

The faire faflion all i-wis 

Tkkt well ywrought was for the nonei; 

I male not tell you ill at ones, ^lO 

But as I maie and can I ihall 

By order tellin you it all. 

Full faire fervice, and eke full fwete, 
Thefe birdis madin as the! fete ; 
Lay is of love full Well founing 7 1 5 

Thei fongin in ther jargoning ; 
Some hie and fome eke lowc yfong 
Upon the braunchis grene ifprong ; 
The fwetenefie of ther melodie 
Made all mine herte in revelrie. ^%6 

And whan that i had herd I trowc 
Thefe birdis finging on. a rowe 
Than might I not wichholdin me 
Th^t I ne went in for to fe 

Sir Mirthe, for all 6iy defiring 79^ 

Was him to fene ovir all thing; 
His countenaunce and his ntUnere 
That fight was unto me full dere. 

Tho went I forthc on my right honde, 

Boune by a little pathe I fonde 73d 

Of mincis full and fenell grene ; 

As (aftc by withoutin wcnp 
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Sir Mirtlie I fonnde, and right anon 

Unto Sir Mirthe gan I to gon, 

There as he was him to folate ; ^35 

And with him in that luflie place 

So faire folke and fo frefhe had he 

That whan I fawe I wondrid me 

Fro whennis foche folke mightin come^ 

So faire thei weria all and fome, ^40 

For thei weren like, as to my fight, 

To angels that ben fethered bright. 

Thefe folke, of ifhiche I tell you fo. 
Upon a karole wentin tho : 

A ladie karpled 'hem that hight 745 

GladneiTe, the bliiiull and the light: 
Well could (he fing and lufiily. 
None halfe fo well and femily. 
And cothe make in fong foche refraining 
It fate her wondir well to fing : 75O 

Her voice full clere was and full fwete ; 
She was not rude ne yet unmete. 
But couthe inough for foche doing 
As longith unto karolling. 

For flie was wonte in every place 75^ 

To fingin firft folke to folace. 
For finging mode ihe gave her to } 
No crafte had fiie fo lefe to doe. 

Tho mighttft thou karollis fenc. 

And folke daunce and merie ben, 7 60 
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Aod made many a faire tourning 

VpoD the grcnc gfafie fpringing : 

There mightiil thou fe thefe flaconrs, 

Mmftrallis and ekt jogdlours^ 

That well to fingin did thcr painc : 76J 

Some foogin fongis of Loraine, 

For in Loraine ther notis be 

Full fwetir than in this contrc. 

There was many a timbcftcrc. 

And failours, that 1 date well fwcre .770 

Ycothe ther craft full parfitly ; 

The timbria up full fabtilly 

Thei caftin, and hent them full oft 

Upon a fingir faite and faft» 

That thei ne failid ncvir mo. . 7 7^ 

Fall fetis damofellis two, 

Right yong, and full of femelyhede. 

In kirtils and none othir wede : 

And faire ytreffid every treffe 

Had Mirthe ydoen for his nobleiTe 7^^ 

Amidde the carole for to daunce. 

But hereof lieth no remembraunce 

How that thei daunfid queintily. 

That one would come all privily 

Ayen that othre*, and whan thei were 785 

Togithre* almofte thei ihrewe ifere 

Ther mouthis fo, that through ther plaie 

It femid as thei \dfi alwpie : 
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To dauncin well couthe thei the gife ; 

What (hould I more to you devife ? ^90 

Ne bode I nevir thenois go 

Whiles that I fawe 'hem dauncin fo. 

Upon the karoll wondir faft 

I gan beholde, till at the laft 

A ladie gan me for to* efpie^ ^95 

And fhe was clepid Curtcfie, 

The worfhipfull, the debonaire; 

I praie to God er fall her faire ! 

Full cartiily ihe callid oie, 

What do you there, Beau Sire ? (quod ihe) 800 

Comith, and if it likith you 

To dauncin, daunfith with us now* 

And I withoutin tarying 

Ywent into the caroling : 

I was abafhid ner a dele, 805 

But it to me likid right wele 

That Curtefie me clepid fo. 

And bade me on the daunce ygo, 

For if I hadde durft certain 

I would have karoUid right fain, 810 

As man that was to daunce right blithe t 

Than gan I lokin oftd lithe 

The (hape, the bodies, and the cheres, 

The countenaunce, and the maneresi 

Of all the folke that dauncid there, 815 

And I fliall tellin what thci were* 
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Full faire was Mirthe, full longe and high, 
A fairer man I nevir (igh : 
As rounde as aple was his face, 
Full roddie* and white in every place ; 820 

Fetis he was and well hefeie. 
With metely moathe, and eyin grcie ; 
His nofe hy mefure wrought full right ; 
Crifpe was his here, and eke full bright ; 
His fliulderis of large brede, 8 1$ 

And fmaliihe in the girdelflede ; 
He femid like a purtreiture. 
So noble' he was of his (lature, 
So faire, fo jolie*, and fo fetife. 
With limmis wrought at poind devife, Sj* 

Deliver, fmerte, and of grcte might, 
Ke fawe thou nevir man fo light ; 
Of berde unneth had he nothing, ^ 

For it was in the firfle fpring ; 
Full yong he was, and mcrie* of thought, 835 

And in famctte with birdis wrought; 
And with golde bete full fetoujQy 
His bodie was clad full richely; 
Wrought was his robe in ftraunge gife. 
And all to flittered for queintife 84* 

In many a place, lowe and hie ; 
And (hode he was with grete maiftrie 
With (hone decopid» and with lace, 
£y drurie and eke by folace ; 
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His lefe a rofin cjbapilet 845 

Had made, and on his hedde it fet. 

And wetin ye who was his lefe ? 
Pame Gladdefiie there was him (b lefe. 
That fingeth fo well with glad corage, 
That from (he was twelve yere of age 850 

She of her love grannt to him made : 
Sir Mirthe her by the fingir hade 
A dauniing, and (he hiny alfo; 
Grete love there was a twiz 'hem two ; 
Bothe were thei faire and bright of hewe ; 855 

She femid like a rofe ocwe 
Of colours, and her fieihc fo tender, 
That with a brere fmale and tender 
Men might it cleve, I dare well fain ; 
Her forhedde froundles all plain ; 860 

Bent wcrin her eye-browis two; 
Her eyin graie, and glad alfo. 
That laughdin aie in her femblannt 
Firft or the mouthe by covenaust ; 
I n*ot what ofher ,Qofc difcrive, 8I5 

So faire hath no woman alive ; 
Her here was yelowe*, and dere (hioing 3 
I wot no lady fo liking. 

Of orfraies fre(he was her garlande ; 
I, whiche that £ene have a thoufande, 8 70 

Sawe nor i-wis no garlande yet 
So well y wrought of fUke as it ; 
3 
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And in an ovir gilt fafntte 

Ycladde flic was by grttc delite. 

Of whiche her Icfe a robe ywcrdc ; 8?5 . 

The merier flie is hcrte.ferde. 

• Kext her went, on Kcrothir fide, 

The god of Love, that can devidfi 

Love, and as him likitb it be ; . 

Bufhecancherlisdauntin,.he, ^8&> 

And many folkis pride fallen, 

^nd he can well thc(e lordis thrallen, 

And ladies put at lowe degre» 

When he maie 'hejn to pruude yfe. 

This god of Love of his fafcion :$8j 

Was like no knave ne nr. quiftron ; - 
Hi« beutie gretely viu to prife^ . 
But of his robis to devife 
1 drcde enconibrid for to be,' 

For not icladde in fdke was hc^, 890 

But all in fiouris and fiourettes, 
Ipaiiitid all with araorettes, 
And with lofinj^Is anci fcochons. 
With birdis, liberdcs, and lionf. 
And othir beftis wrought full wcls; £9! 

His garment was every dele 
Ipurtraied and iwrought with i!nure% 
By divers medeling of coloures; 
Flouris there were of many gift 
Ifct by compace in a fife i 90© 
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There lackid oo floure to my dotne, 
Ne not fo moche as floutc of firome, 
. Ntf violet oe eke pervinke, 
tie floure none that m«n can-dn thidke ; 
And many a rofe fefe fvli laag ^j 

Was enterniedlid there eiaong ; 
And alfo on his bedde WMfvt 
Of Irofea redde a chapUec. 

Bat nightingales a fuU grete Toat, 
That flien ovir his hedde abou t, 9-10 

The levis feldln as thei fiien^ 
And he was all with bi^dis wrtcn, 
With popkigaie, with nightingale, 
With chalaundre and wkh wodewale, 
With finche,with larke, and with arcbaagel; 9^15 
He femid as he were an ang«ll 
That doune were come fro'hevin dent, 

hove had with him a badrilere 
That he made alwaies with ham be, 
And Swete Loking ckpid ^-as he. 91^ 

This bachilere ilode beholding 
The dauncc, and in his hdnde holdingr 
Turke bowes two, wrilidevifed, had he; 
That one of *bcm was of a tre 
That berith fryi^ of favour -wicke ; 925 

FuU crokid was that foul^ flioke. 
And knottie here and there alfo, 
And blacke as berie'or any ilo. 
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* T1iatothirl}0«ewa9of apknt 
'Withootin wemme I dftfc waranC 9^9 

Fnll even* and hj |>roporcioii 
Treats and long; and'of g^de ftKiow, 
And it was paintid well aRditbwkten, 
Ati^ ore all diaprid and writtA« 
With ladies aMdwtdfakdkiicrct ^S 

Fall lightibme andfoUgiadoCcbcffciu 
Thefe bowis two lwid&«cte Ldto^ 
That nefcmid like oagjadttngt, 
j^tnA ten brode af«)we«4ieUe HeHbetc, 
Of whiche five in hialuAdo ^ven^ ^40 

But tkei were fi^ayin w«U t&ddi^^ 
Kockid and fetherid a right. 
And all thei were ^iritk gold^ brgOR» 
Ar4 ftrong ypotn<%id eve«ch<m«. 
And (harpe for to ykerrin wele, 945 

But iron was ^ere none oq Mfi^ 
For all was golde, nvan vuight kfo» 
Oat take the fetlvors a«d thetre.. 

'^hc fwiltift of thofe at cm^tfivc 

Out of a bowe for to,dH^i«» 950 

And the bcft fethered for to flie. 

And fairift eke, was clepcdl &e«ti«k 

That othir aiowe, that hurteiJi k0<» 
W9«^lepid (as I trmre) Sirapkfio. 

Dij 
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The thirde yclepid was Fraunchife, ^'SS 

Thjt fethered was in noble wife • 
"With valour and with curtifie. 

The fowerth wa> depid Companie, 
That hevie for te ikofcin i«. 

But who fo fhotitb right i-wis 9^ 

Maie therwith doen grcce harme and wo. 

The fift of thefe, aod h^e alfo, 
Faire Semblaunt men that arewe call ; 
'Tis the lefte grevous of *hexn ail, 
Yet can it make a full grete wouBde, 965 

Bui he maie hope hi* foris founde 
That hurtc is with that arowe* i-wis ; 
His wo the bette beftowid is 
For he maie foner haTe gladnelTe ; 
His iangour ought to be the leife. 970 

Five arowes were of othir gife 

That ben full foule for t« de^ife, 

For fhaft and ende, fothe for to teH", « 

Were all fo blacke as fende in hell. 

The firft of 'hem is callid Pride; 975 

That othre * arowe next him befide 
It was yclepid Vilanie; 
That arrowe was with felonie 
Envenimed, and with fpitous blame : 
The third of 'hem was depid Shame ; 980 
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The fowertk Wanhape ycfepid is ; 
71m fift the Newi Tlvraght iwit. 

Thefe arowet that i %elDe ef here 
Werin all five on one manere. 
And all were theirefembUfalei 9^5 

To them waia wtUfittmg andaUr 
Tfa« fould crokid bowe htdous 
That knottie was and aU rouwuB : 
That bowe yfeniid w^ to fliete 
The arowes five that hen tmmetc -990 

And contrary to that -otiwr five ; 
Alt though I tellin not m blivc 
Of ther powir nc of thei mig^t, 
Hereaftir Ihall I telUn right 
The fothe and ckc fignifiaunce, 995 

As ferre %% I hate reMimbf atince 
All ihall be lated I undktake 
£r of this boke an eodc I make. 

Now oome I to uy talc againe; 
Bat aldirfirft I well ytm foios tcoo 

The faihtoo and the conateBaiinces 
Of all the folke that oa th« daosce it. 
Thfrgod of Ijove, joUfe and Ught, 
I.adde on his honde a hSc bright. 
Of high prife and of grcte degre, XC05 

This ladie callid was Bcutie; 
And an arowe of whiche !> t»kk 
Full well ythcwid votafie holde; 

Diij 
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Ne fhe was derke ac bFotrnc, but lairight 

And clere as is the mone light, '■ ■ lOSO 

Again whom all the fterris femeii 

But ftnall candelis as we demen ; 

Her fleflic was tendre* as dcwc of flonre ; 

Her chere was fimple'as turde IB boure. 

As white ab lilie* or rofe in rijfe ; lO 15 

Her face was geatill and tretife; 

Fetis (he was, and fmale to fe ; 

No wintrid browishaddd (he, 

Ne popped here, for it nedid nooght 

To wlndir her or to paint ought ; ica* 

Her treiTes yelowe, and long flranghten, 

Unto her heles doune thei ratighten ; 

Her nofC) her mouthe, and eye, and cbeke. 

Well wrought, and all the remBAunte eks; 

A full grete favour and a fote ZCI5 

Me thoughtin in mine hcrtc rote, 

As helpe me God, whan I remember 

Of the failion of every member : 

In worlde is none fo fairc a wight. 

For yong (he was, and hewid bright ic^e 

Sore plefaunt, and fetis with all, 

And gent and in her middle imalL 

Befide Beute yede RicheiTe, 
Ar d h ight ladie of grete nobleiTe, 
And grete of price in every place ; . fc J5 

But who fo durd to her trefpace. 
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Or tfll her foike, ui wcrfce or dcdc, 

He were ful hardie out of drede. 

For bothe (he heipe and hindir male ; 

And that is not of yeflerdaie IC49 

That riche folke havio full grcte might 

To helpe and eke to greve a wight . 

The beil and gretift of valour 
Diddin RicheiTefall grete hononr. 
And bofie werin her to fenre, I045 

Tor that thei would ber love deferve ; 
Thd cleped her Ladie grete and fmall; 
This wide worlde ber dredith all, 
This worlde is all in her daungere ; 
Her courte hath many* a lofingere, IC59 

And many' a traitonr envious. 
That ben full buiie* andoirioua 
For to difpreifin and to blame 
That beft dcfervin Iovq and name ; 
To forne the folke 'hem to begilen IO55 

Thefe lofengecurs 'hem prifie and fmilen. 

And thus the worlde; with worde anointen. 
But aftirward thei prill and poia&en 
The folke right to the bara bone 
Beh inde ther backe whan thei ben gone, I c6o 

And foule abatin foikis prife : • ' 
Fttll^many' a worthie man and wife 
Han hiudrid and idoen to die 
Thefe lofingeours with ther fiatt'erie, : ♦ 
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And makith foike £aU ftraiM^d be IC65 

There as *hem ought to ben privc: 

Well evill mote thei thrive, 

Apd evill arived mote thci be, 

Thefe lofingeotirai Mi of ensie ; 

No gode man loveth thsr cwnfABie. ' 107^ 

RicheiTe a robe of purpU' so had^ 
Ne trowe not that ( lie or raad» 
For m this world is none it lichc, 
Ke by a thoafande dele fo riche, 
Ne none fo fake, for it full wele ' 12 y$ 

With orfreis laied waa cvcsj dele. 
And purtraied in the nbaniages 
Of dvkis ftories and of kinges, 
And with a bend of golds taffiied. 
And knoppis fine of gakb amiled ; ■ loto 

About her necke of gentle* cataile 
Was ihet the riche efacvcfiuk,- 
in wfaiche there was full grcto plenty. 
Of (bonis clere and feire to fe. 

RicheiFe a girdle had apos, 1085 

The bokill of it was of Aon 
Of vertue grete and makil might. 
For who fu bare the fione fa bright 
Of venim durft him nothing doubt 
While he the ftone had htm about ; IO99 

That ftone was gretely for to love. 
And till a riche n»nn*ii behove 
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Worth all the gojde in Rome and Frife ; • 

The niourdaunt, wroug^ht io nobic gife, ' 

Was of a (lone full precious, ^^S 

That was fo jfinc and vertuouft . ' • 
That; whole a man it couth ymake 
Ofpalileandofthetotheake,' ' 
And yet the (lone had foche a grace' 
That he was fikre* in cverypiace " iro6 

All thiike daie not bliride to ten: 
That fafting might that ftone fene ; 
The barris were of gold;faU fine,) . 
UponatiiTueof (4tin; . '. i " ' 

Full hevie, grete, and nothing light, ' ItCf 

In everiche was a bcfaont wtght. f 

Upon the trellis of Rirhcile ' ' 

Was fet a circle ofnoblefib >...».. * 

Of brende golde, that fuU lightyffaone. 
So faire trowe I was nevir noric : ' I II© 

I]ut he were konningforithe nones • • >* 

That could devifin all the ftones . ' • 

That in that circle Ihcwin.derc; 
It is a wcndir thing to bere» > i.»'^'. . 
For no man cftuld or preife or gefle tll^ 

Of 'hem the value or ricYieSx : ' 
Rubiesthere were, faphirs^ragaunces, ' • ^ 

And emerandes, more than two unc«s, ~ ' ^ 

But all before full fubtiUy .;..:' 

A fine carboncle fet fawe I^ - Xift6 
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The ftone fo cl«v« wais aodfo bright^ 

That all fo fqoe a» it ««» niglit 

Men mightin fene to go fornede 

A mile or two in lengtk andbrede} 

Soche light yfpr ang out •£ the ftonfi x x 15 

That RicheiTe wondir bc%h« yibDM 

Bothe on her heddrandaUkcr £ace, 

Ankeke about her all tlieplBce. 

Dame Richefie on.her hioade gaa kde 
A yong man ful of fenielyhede 1 1 3a 

That (he befl loved qi any things; 
His luft was moche in houfholding; 
ladDthing was befttHifedle^ 
And loved well to havehora o£pdfe; 
He wende to have reprmvid be 1 135 

Of theft or murder if that ht -'• 
Had in his ftaJbb.ati hackenatfi, • 
And therforc he defirid ate 
To ben aqueintid with RIchdTe, 
For all his parpofe, as I gdie, . I r4« 

>Va8 for to makin gneiedifpdiecr 
Withoutin warning or defieacc, 
AndRicfaeiTe migftt it weUfvl^in, 
And her difpences wele «iaintaiB, 
And him alwak fiwhe pkatie Ifsade 1 1 45 

Of golde and GWtr foo tor ipeiide 
Withoutin lacking or daungcre ' 
AjbI* were pourdc in a gatnose,. 
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And aftir on the da«fic6 went 
JLat|refle, that fet all ber eatent 1150 

For to bco hoDouraUe' mvd f re : 
Of .Alexander's IdBBe was Ihe ; - ' 
Her moftd joie it was i-wis 
Whan that ihe yafe , and fsied, Ifiwc thn : 
Not Avarice, the fonlc caitife, 1 1^ 5 

Was halfe to gripe fo etitentife 
A« LaigeiTe is to ycve feUd ipende, 
And God alwaie inowe "her feirde \ 
So that the more ihe yave awaie 
The more x-wis flie had alwaie. tt6^ 

Crete loos hath Lorgeffe, and f^^ frik, 
F«r bathe the wife foike and unwde 
Wqre wholy to her^banden brought, 
So well with yef tis hath ihe wrought. 

And if ihe had in ewsmie I165 

1 trowe that ihe coaeh craftily 
Make hiin^uilfooe her i^et)de«> be, 
So large of yefces and wife was ihe ; 
Therfore ihe ilode in knrie and gritce 
Of riche and pore in every pilace. 117^ 

A full grete fole is he i-wi» 
That riche, and, pore, and nigard is. 
A lorde maie have no miinir vice 
That grevith more than avarice ; 
Tor nigardc ner with llrength of hande 1 1 75 

Maie winne him grete lordihipe orlande/ 
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For frendis all to fe wc Iiath ho . . : • \:\ 

To doen his ^ill perfor.mid he ; 
And whofo woll have fccndis here, ; . ' 

He maie pot holde his trefour dere ; .1 1 8# 

For by enfample tell I thisj ' ,. 

Right as an adamant i-%vl9 i- 

Can drawin to him fujJtiUy. 
The iron that is laied ther by, 
Sodrawithfolkishertesi-wis I185 

Silvir and golde that yevin is. 

Largeffe had on ^ robe freihe : • ' * • 

pf.nichcpurpurcfarlinifiiei •• ^ 

Well formid was her face and clere, 
And opened had ihe her colere, ' .t l^ 

For {he right there had in prdfent 
Unto a lady m^de prci^iu . 
Of a gold broche ful wel y wrought. 
And certis it mifTatc het couglit, 
For through her fftiocke y wrought with filkc 1 1 95 
The fleflie was fene as white as mtlke. 
Largeffe, that worthy was and wife, 
^^Ifle by the honde a knight of prife 
WaB fibbe to Arthour of Breteigne, 
And that was he that hare the'enfcignc . I.2CO 
Of worfliip and the gonfannoun ; 
And yet he is of fuche rcnoun , . 

Th^it merine of binri fay fairc thinges • 
Before barpaa, s^d cries, and kinges, 
a 
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This koight was cq^itci al jie#tf ■ . . ' . . . IS05 
Pro tourneying there faftehy,. -i 

Where he had done gretexKevaky 
Through his vertue add his maifirie, 
AndfortheIoTeofhislein]RB& ' 
He cafle doune many* a iknighty cnaii* t tl^ 

And next hinndaimcid Dame foaacUfc^ 
Arayid in f ul noble %iSz : 
She n*a8 not broune ne daBne of lieiici^ . 
But white as fnowe ifaltin^sewe; ' 
Her nofe was wrougkt at poitit deaUc, 1 1015 

For it was gentill and trctiiit ; 
Witii eyin glad, and iMVwis befit ; 

Her here doune to her-Helis iweiifc ;^i .1 

Andfhewasfimple*Md«vBoiLti«;, ... 
Fuldebonaireof hfiHt'WMjflre. * >v ' ' tsio 

She durftd neither fay ne do 
But that that hir belongith to« 
And if a manne w^e in diilre£re» 
And for her love ip.hewiieflc^ 
Her hert would h^^ittl gretCTpite, . . 1225 

She was fo amiable and ieei; . 
For Birere a manne for her hcftadde 
She woulde ben right ibic a dradfe 
That (he did ovir gret outrage ;• • 1 
But fhc him hoipe liia harme t*a£ng« X3 J€ 

Her thought it ail a vibme i 
And Hie had on a iiiduny . „ ^ 

ydume rn. e 
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ThatnotofhcmpghcrdUwati r^*"^ • ' '■- * 

So faire was non id all. Amu ; - 

Lordclxtwasriddtled^Hly; 1135 

There DC was not a' point truely 

That it n*aB in his right a&£i t ■ 

Fol wel iclothidovas^FcamKhife, 

For there ^jUslnaTdothcfitteth-bctte' - 

On damofell than doth rokette^ za4P 

A woman wcIjnore.fetifei« ':.>-' 

In rokette than in eotc i-wis; - / .:: - 

Tte white ro^ettt ti ddilkl fairi . " v :: v; 

Betokenith that foil debonaive ' > li*'- >;:/■> . 

And fwcte was ih^ cfaat it yhere.' « - - ■• • i*45 

By her dauncidabachdlefv;-*'^^ .. .' 
I can not tell you; what he fcight^ic -' • 
But faire he was and of godeirigliey ' ""■" i r - 
Al had he ben, I faic no'mare,i^ i -'1. • t 
The lord'is fonnc of Windifon*, .^1 . - zxjo 

And next that dQtinouf Curtifyv-" '-'"'*'t ' 
That prcifed was of low'c and We,' . wi : .. 
Fcr ncthir proudeaefoJc-waslbc j • • ' • . " - 
She for to daunce callid me\ "' <'' 
I praie God give to her g6de ^atxie-t; •• . I *3 5 
For whan 1 come:firft to the fdacc ■ " ' 
She n'asnot nice ne outrageimTy* i -• 
But wife and ware, and vertuou^ 
Of faire fpeche, and of Eaire anfwere 3 
Was aevir wight miifaide of here; X%6o 
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She bare no rancour to no wight ; •' . • * 

Ckrt broune (he was, and therto bright- ^ 

Offace, and body avenaniit; - • 

I wotte no lady fb plefannt : ... 

She werin worthy for to bene • -^ l%6s 

An emperelTe or crounid quene. * ' 

And by her went k knight dannc^ng 
That worthy was and wd fpekiog, 
And ful wcl coode he doo honour r ' ^ 
The knight was fains and iliffe in fioiir> 1170 

And in armiire a femely man. 
And wel beloved of his lemnianJ 

Faire Idilncfle than neite faoghr f, ^ 
That alway wa&mcfafid by : 
Ofher have Iwithoutinfaile 1975 

Tolde you the fbape and appareile, 
For^CasTfaid) iStthat wasihe • 
That did to me fa grete bounte ; • ^ • ' 
She me the gate of that gardin .yi..' 
Undid, and let me paflin in, ... nSo 

And aftir dauncid, as I gefle. '' 
. And fhe fulfilled of luftineffli 
That n'as not yet xii yere of age, > ' < . 
With hcrti wildc and thought volage 5 . 
Nice (he y was, but (he ne mente 1285 

None harme ne fleight in her enteate. 
Bat onely lufte and jolite, 
(Foryongdfolke,welwetjnye, ' '» 

E.1 
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Have litill thoaght but on thor -phft)^ - 

HerlemmaQtraiabe&deaLway- u^ 

In fuche a gife that he her kifts - * 

At alle timis that him lifte, 

Th«t al the dauncd might it £s ; . 

They make no force. ofprivkc^ . . 

Forwhofpakeof 'hemiUorwde • Tl^s 

Thei were afhamidaerea dele» 

But men might fene *hefn kii& idiere 

As though it two 7««ge doimvoeie ; 

Foryongewasthilkdb^chtlete^ • 

Of beute wot I non has pcre, ..! . . I^oo. 

And he was rigi^t •ftitcheraaagc . - 

As yoathe his iefe, and fuche corags. 

- The lufty foike that dRtmdd there. 

And alfo* othir thstwith *faem wfsre, 

Thatwerinallofthermeine, 130J 

Ful hende f olke, both< wife and fi?e!, 

And folk^ of faire portfi tracly* 

TIbPTe werin all^ cominly. • 

Whan I had fene the eoiutfeiiamacea 
Of them that laddin tlhis feheCa daOnces, 1 3 10 

Than had I will to go and £e - 

The gardin that fo'Ukid me» • • 

Atkd lokin on thefe fatre burercs, 
On pine trees, oedees^ xHlveres. 
The daancis than endid ywere, ^S^S 

For many' of 'hem that dauncid thg» 
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Vert with ther iovis went away, - 

Uiidir the trees to have ther play. _■ . 

A Lorde thci livid luftily ! 

A grete fole were he iikirly X3S« 

That D*olde his thankes foche life to led±. 

For this dare I faine oat of drede. 

That who fo might To well yfare 

For facttir life durft him not carei 

For there n'is fo gode paradife 1395 

As to' have a love at his devife. 

Oat of that place went I tho. 

And in that gardin gaii I go. 

Playing along full merily. 

The god of Love, full haftily • r330 

Unto hiA Swete Loking yclept ; 
Nolcngii would he that (he kept 
His howe of gold that ihone fo bright : 
He haddin him bent anon right. 
And he full fone fet aq cnde, 1335 

And at a hratde he gan it hende. 
And toke him of his arowes five 
Ful iharpe and redy for to drive. 

Now God that fitteth in majeftc 
Fro dedly woandishekepetne , . I340 

If fo be that he had me iliete« 
For if I with his arowe tnete 
It had me grevid fore i-wis ; 
But I, that nothing wift.of this, 

Eiij 
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Wentapanddouncfuimany'awue, 1345 

And he me folowed faft alwaie ; 
But 00 where would 1 rc£ti me 
Til* I had in all the gardin be. 

The gardin wm by mefuring 

Right even* and fquaro in compaffing $ ^35^ 

It as longe was as it was latge ; 

Of fruite had erery trc his charge 

Bat it were any hidouatre. 

Of whichc there werin two or thre. 

There were (and that wote 1 faU weU) 1355 
Of pomgranetts a full grete dele. 
That is a frute ful wel to like. 
Namely to folke whan thci ben fike ; 
And trees there werin grete foifon 
That berin nuttes in ther fefon, 136a 

8uche as menne Nntemiggis ycatt, 
That fote of favour hen withall. 
And of almandris grete plentc, 
Figgis, and many a date tre. 
There werin, if that menne had nede, 13^5 

Through the gardin in Icagth and hrede. 

There was eke wexing many' a f|Moe, 
As dowe, gilofre, and licorice, 
Gingiber, and grein de Paris, 
Canell, and fetewale of pris, I37O 

And many'a fpice delicable 
To etin whan men rife fro table. * * 
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And many homely tncs diera wov 
That pcches, coines, aad applos» ban, 
Medlers, plommis, pcm» chefienis^ 1^75 

Chcrife, of ^hiche mwj one ^ne 1% 
Noiii, and aleis, and hth% 
That for to fene it wa& fehu, 
With many high laorer apd pine. 
Was rengid clenc all that gardine I j^a 

With cipris, and with olivent, 
01 viiiche that nigh no plenty here it. 

Tber werin ehnia grcte and ilreng^ 
Maplis, aihe, oke, afpe, pluiis lo«g, 
Fine ewe, popler , and itadta faiie, X 3^5 ' 

And othir trees, fittt many* a. pairc. 

WhsLt ihoald I tell you more of it I 
There werin fo many trees yet • 
That I (hoold al cacembrid be 
£r I had rekenid every tre. 1 396 

Thefe trees were fet, that I dosife, 
One from an othir in alfife 
Five fadome or &k, I trawe f% ; 
Bat they were hie and gret alio,' 
And for to kepe put wel the funna X395 

The croppis were ib thicke ironne» 
Akid every braunche in othir knifite, 
And ful of gren^ ievitiitte. 
That funnd might there none difccnde 
Led that the teodir grafiit fiwnde* 1400 
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There might men does and rocs ife. 

And of fquirel8.lul grete plente 

Rom bow to bowalwaie leping ; 

Connis there were alfo play iog, 

That comin out of ther dapers, '40^ 

Of foodry colours and roaners. 

And madln many* a tourneying 

Upon the frcihe grai& fpnnging. 

In placi» iawe I wellis there 
In whichd there no froggb were, I4ie 

And faire in Ih^dowc was eche wel; 
But I ne can the nomhre tel 
Of ftremia fmal that by derife 
Mirth had done come tharongh condife. 
Of whiche the watir in renning I4 15 

Gan makin a noife ful liking. 

Abont the brinkis of chefe wellia, 
And by the ftremes ovir alellis, 
Sprange op the grafie» as thicke ifet 
And foft eke as any Telvety ' X42« 

On which men might hU lemman lej. 
As on a fethirbed to pley, 
For the erth was ful fofte and fwete ; 
Thorough moifture of the wel wete 
Sprong up the fot^ gfcne gras X4S^ 

As faire, as thicke, as miller was; 
But moche amendid.it the place 1 
That the erth was of iiicfae a grace ; 
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That it of flouria ha^i plonte . 

That both in fomre* and wiatirbe^ 143O 

There fprange-thc viohA al ndwe, 
Altdifreihe per vink^ riqhc «f hswe, 
And flouris yelowq, white, and i|cdti - - 
Suche plente grewe there ner in medc : 
Ful gaie was al the gvoande and qatiot, M3^ 

And poadrid as men had U pehit, ' 
Wkh many*a freflie and fondrj flonte^ ' 
That caftin up ful gode favoon • 

I wolnotlongeholdcyauHifidbU * 
Ofalthisgardin^ddcdabte; ... 1440 

I mote my toog^ (lintin nede, ' ■ - - 
F^C i ne maie vitboatiii. dredc: ' 
Naught telltn yo|i tfait IcQtirafl, '. . " ' 
Ke halfe the boupu., there wfthaUf - * * 

I went on right kondc and«i Ibfta Z445 

About the place ; it was not kite 
TiH I had al the gardin bene 
In the eftris tha^mtti jnighifeMe. 

And thus while I went miny^playe 
ThegodofLovemefokviredxye, i • l4iO 

Right as an hunter can abide 
Tlvebefte till he feith kiatcdD 
To fliote at godenefle to the dere, 
Whan that him nedith go BO'Scre^. 

And fo be61 1 r^i&ad ne T45 5 

Bcl^d^awelufldirajim, ... 
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Wliiche trc in Fraance men cal a PJne, T 

But fithe the time oTKing- Pepine • . . !. ^m, . / 

Negrewc there tre in mann'is light ' . 

So faire, ne fo we| woxe in hight; - " T460. 

In al that yarde(Q high was none; >' ' \ 

And fpringing in a marble ftone 

Had Nature (ct^ the fothc to tell, • ' ■" ' 

Under that pind trc a wdl; 

And on the bordiral without - X465 

Was writtin in the ftone about 
Letteris fmal, that£udtn thus, " i' 

Here whilome flarfe faire Karaffii^ " • "" ' ' - » 

NarcifTus was a bachiiere . •'*'.' 

That Love had caught m his daungere, 14 70 

And in his nette gan lum fo firaine^ ' ' ; ' 
And did him fo ta Wepe and plainer ■' 
That nede him mhft his life forgo ' "' '" 

For a faire lady hight Eeho ' 

Him loTed ovir any cretnre, ■ * M75 

And gan for him fucfacpaine endure^ ■ 

That on a time<lhe him tolde. 1 
That if he her ne IpWn woldii 
That her behovid nedis die ; ; > : . 

There hue none othir remedie. > ■ Z480 

Bat nathdlefle for his faeaute - • 

So feirs and daungerous was he ...» 

That he n'olde grauntin her aflcin^ . 
For wepuig ne for faire praying. - " \ 
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Andwiianflieherdehimtwenirbdrib ' 1485^ 

She had in hert fo grete wo, .. 

And toke it iil £d grete difpitei, ^: 

That {he withoutiii more respite 
Watdedaoon shut ere ibediede - 
FulpitouilytoGodihepfejde I49O 

That the proude hertid Naccii&ia, . ■ - . < 

That was in love fo daaiigcroii9, ' ■ 

Might on a day ben hamjkrfedlb • ■ 

for love, and ben fohote for wo,' ' 

That ner he might to joteattatnb, t4p5 

Than (hould he fele in every vaiii^ - ' 

WhatforowetiieJfKekiveprtiitaken.< - 

That ben vilainouily forra]ccn» • 1 ; 

Thu prayir waa but refbnab)e,.. . - . . '. > > . 
Thcrforc God helde it fermejindilalfalt; ' IjoO 
For Narciffus, Ibortly to tcH, ' ' 

By aventure came to that well . ^ 

'To reft him in the fhadowing* 

O day whan he came frdnihmitiBg. 

Thi« NarciiTus had Aiffrid poines :. i Z305 

For renning al dale in thcplaintfv- •- • - • 
And was for thurft in grete.diftreiTe 
pi kcrte, and of his werineHie, i 
That had hi» breth almoft benomen« 
Whan he was to that wel icomen^ 15x0 
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TM &ado«»d waswkh bimottdut gittiry 

He thought of thilke watir ftcspe 

To drinke, and freflieikhn ircle withiiU» 

And doune on kneei he jgan tc&tU, 

A nd forth his necke «Bdfhed:otitAMght^ I5 %$ 

Todrinkinof that weUlaidnDifht; ** 

And 10 the watre* andti:s«M.r6in9 

Hisnofe, hismouthe,>hisc3niiylbcliC| 

And he therof was afl jdnfred. 

His owne fhadowe bad htni >keira&6d, - X j 39 

For nnrel wende he the £mtot upib ^ 

Of a childe of full {^etc btamtCT 

Full well couth Lovefaiin'wnlidllio ' 

Of daungir and of prideailb 

That Narciifus foratimc him here ; iS^S 

He quite him well hisfoerdon'therey . ■".. 

d?or iie mufid ib jn !the well 

That Ihortily, the fothc to tell, 

He lovid his owne fhailowe £0 

That at the laft he ftar^ fisr vo .; 15 jo 

For whan he fawe that ike his vnA 

Might in no manir way SolfiU, 

And that he was fo £dU caught 

That he him couth^comibrtiiawgbe, 

He lofthiswitte right in that plaGC, '535 

And deide within « litxil fpace ; 

And thus his wariibn lie toke 

For the lady that he forfoke. 
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Ladies, I praie enfample taketb, 

Ye that ayenft your love mifttketh ; 1 3 40 

Ifofther deth you be to wm 
God can ful wel your wild quiM. 

^ Whan this letter, of which* I tcB, 
Had taught me that ic was the wcU 
-Of Narciffus in his beaote, 1^45 

I gan anon withdraw^ me 
Whan it fcl in my lepiembnuince 
Thflflt him betide fache a mifdiaunce ; 
But at the lafte than thooghtiu I 
That fcathelclTc full fikirly 1550 

I might unto the welU go^ 
Wherof ihuU 1 abaihin fo f 
Oato the wclie than went t toe^ 
And doune I loutid lor to fe 
The clcri watir in the ftone, Xj5j 

And eke the gravd, irhiche thatihone 
Doune jn the* botome as filvtr ftie. 
For of the welle this is the ^ne» 
lo world is none fo dene of hewe, 
The watre* is evir frefli and nowe, I5 6q 

• That welmith up with wavis bright 
The mountenauoce of two fingir hight. 
About it is the grafle fpringing 
For moifte fo thicke and wdl Itidog 
That it ne may in wiatir die I j 6g 

No more than may the fee be drie, 
Felume VII, F 



,d by Google 



C^ XU^ ftOMAUNT or THE lose. 

X^onne at the botome fet fawe t 

Two criftall ftonis craftily 

In thilk^ frefhe and fair^ wdl; 

But o thing^e fotbly dare I tell ^57© 

That ye wol holde » gretc mennule 

Wh»n it is toldc withoutiq faile, 

for whan the funne clere in fight 

Cad in that welle hh beniift bright, 

And that the h^tc difccndid w, 15 75 

Than taketh the criftall ftonc i-wis 

Ag^ine the funne an hundrid hewis, 

Blcwe, yelow, red, that frefh and new is. 

Yet hath the mervailons criftall 

Suche ftrcngth that tke. place ovir all, is 8o 

Both foule and trc, and levis grene, 

And all the yerdc, in it i» fenc : 

And for to don you to* nadirftonde 

To make enfample wol I fondc ; 

Right as a mirrour opinly IJ 8 J 

Shewith al thing tb»t ftohdcth thereby. 

As well the colour as figure, 

Withoutin any eovirture 

Right fo the priftall ftoac fliming, 

Withoutin any difceving, 159© 

n he entrees of the yerde accufeth 

'jTo him that in the watir mufetb, 

For cvir in whiche halfc ye be 

Ye may wcl halfc the gardinc fc. 



,d by Google 



TSB KOUAUNT or THE R09B. 6j 

And if ye tarne ye may right wde ' Xj 95 

Seoe the remeoannt every dde^ 

For there is none fo litil thing 

So hid ne dofin with Ihittiog 

That it n'is fene, aa though it were 

Ypaintid in the crifbU there. 1600 

This is the mirrour perillus 

la whiche the proude NarciJTas . 

Sey al his faird face fo bright 

That made him fith !• lie upright^ 

For who fa loke in that mirronr vCos 

There may nothing ben his focoor 

That he ne fhal there fe fomthing 

That fhal him lede into laughing t 

Fol many* a worthy man hath it 

Yblent , for foike of gretift wit 1610 

fien Tone ycaoght her^ and y waited; 

Withoutin refpite ben thei baited : 

Hoe comith to folke of ncwe rage, 

Here chaungich many wight corage. 

Here lithe no rede ne witte therto, x6 f 5 

For Venus fonne, Dan Cupido, 

Hath fowin there of love the fede, 

That helpe ne lithe there none ne rede, 

So cerclith it the wellp about ; 

His ginnis hath he fet without, 1 6 20 

Right for to catche in his panters 

Xhefe damofeLs and badiilers ; 

Fij 
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Loire wil none othiir Untt« catdie 
Though he fet eithir aeitc or latcbc; 
And for the fede that here was fbwen 1 6a5 

This welle is deped, as well is kfiowes. 
The Welle of Lowe of very right. 
Of whiche there hath fui many laiigiie 
Spokin in hokis dlverfely ; • 
But thei (hul ncr fo vtrity ... ^ 165^ 

Difcripcion of the welle here, 
Ne eke the fothe of this mater©, 
Aa^ie Hiul whan I have ando 
The crafte that here faelocgith to^ 

Alway me likid for to dvreH X635 

To fene the chriftall in the well^ 

Thag. ihewid me ful opinly 

A thoufande thii^s hJli by ; ' 

But 1 may fait in fory haute 

Stode I to lokin or to poure, 164^ 

For fithin I fore have yfikbd 

That mirrour hath me norsr entnked; 

But had I firfl knowen in my wtc 

The vertue and ftrcngthia of it 

1 n'olde not have mufid there ; 164^ 

Me had bettir ben ellia-where, 

For in the fnare I fell auonQ 

That had bitrelhid many one- 

In thilk^ mirrour fa we I tho, 
Among a thoufande thingis mo. 1 6 jo 
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A rofir chargid ful of rdfis^ 

That with an hedge aboute enclofed is; 

Tho had 1 fuche lull and envie. 

That for Paris ne for Pavie 

N'olde I have left to gone and fe X65 5 

There gretift hepe of rofiebe. 

V^hin I was with this rage yhente. 

That caught hath many^a man and fhente, 

Towarde the rofir gan I go, - 

And whan I was not ferre there &o 1660 

The favour of the rofis fotc 

Me ttnote right to the hertd rotCi 

As I had all enbaumid me; 

And if I n*ad endoutid me 

To have ben hatid or aflailed 1 665 

My thankifl wol I not have failed 

To pull a Rofc of al that route 

To berin in mine honde aboute, 

And fmeltin to ic where I went ; 

But ef" I dredde me to repent, 1 6 70 

And leftc it grevid or forthuught 

The lorde that thilk^ gardia wrought. 

Of rofis there werin grete wone. 

So faire wcrin nevtr in Rone ; 

Of knoppis clofe fonie fawe I there, 1 6 75 

And fomc wcl bcttir worm were, 

And fome there ben of othir moifon, 

That drowd nigh to ther fefon, 

r iii 
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And rpedde*hem fafte forjtd^rpnedde: 

I love wel fuchc rods redde, l^$9 

For brode r oils and open* aUb 

Ben paflid in a daie or tWA, 

But knoppis wollin freibe be 

Two dales at left or elUs dire : 

The knoppis gretdy iikid me, l69j 

For fairir mate there no man (« ; 

Who fo might havin one,of all 

H oight him ben &>1 M^ wit^tU : 

Might I g^rlonde of 'hem getten 

For no richeiTe I wddeit letten. 1690 

Amonges the knoppis I chefe one 
So faire, that of the remensuntAone 
Ne preife I halfe fo wel m it 
Whan I avifin in m^ wit; 

It fo well was enluminid >^95 

With colour red, as well finid 
As Nature couth it makio £ure« 
And it hath levis wel foure paire. 
That Kind hath fet through his knowing ; 
Aboute the redde rofis springing 1 700 

The ilalke y was as riihd light, 
And thcron ilode the kooppe upright, 
That it ne bowed upoto no iidei 
The fotd fmell yfprong fo wide 
That it died al the place abottte J 1 70$ 

Whiui 1 had imclled theikvonr fote 



,d by Google 



TKe ROMAUNT Ot THK &01B. 6/ 

Ko will had I fro th«ftce yet gpiy 
But fomdele nere it west I tiw 
To take it, but m'me honde for drede 
Ne durft I to the Rofe bede ^ 1 7iO 

For thifteles fliarpe of onny a»Ban» 
NeiHs, thorDi»» aod hMd briery 
For muche they diHonrbUd me» 
. For fore 1 dradde to ha? mtd be. 

The god of Love, with bowe y^nt, . tyts 

That al daie fet bad hia talent 

To purfue and to fpyio mo. 

Was ftondin by a 6gge tre» 

And whan he faw^ hOw that I 

Had chofin fo ententii^y 1 7 M 

The bothum more untgt my pay 

Than any othir that I Ciy, 

He tokc an arowe (harpdy whette. 

And in his bowe when it matkktie 

He Hreight up to hia ere ydrough 1 7 25 

The ilroog^ bowe^hat was So toug;h. 

And ihotte at me fo woodir Iknorte 

That through mine eye unto mine herte 

The takil fmote, and depe it wente, 

And therwith al fach colde me beote 1750 

That undir clothis warme and fofte 

Sin that day I have chivex^ ofte. 

Whan I was hurte thus.iti Aimnde 
I fell doune plat unto the grounde, 
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Mioe herte hilid and fiii&tid ale^ 1 73/ 

And longe time in fwoune I taie; 

But whan i came oot of fwooning^^ 

Andbadde my witte and my iTeJing, 

I was all mate, and wcnde full wele 

Of blode t* have lorne a full grete dele^ 1 740 

But certes the' arowe that in me ftode 

Of me ne drewe no droppe of blode ; 

For why ? I founde my wonndes all drie. 

Than toke I with Aiae hondift tweie 
The * arowe, and fu II faft it^out plight, 1 74S 

And in the pulling fore (iigfat $ 
So at the laft the ihaft of tro 
I drough out with the fethirtthre. 
But yet the hokid hedde i-wl». 
The whiche Beaute ycallki is, 1 75 o 

Gan fo depe in mine hcrtc pace 
That I it ne might not arace, 
But in mine herte dill it ftode* 
All bledde I not a droppe of blode ; 
I was bothe angmihous and troable 1 7S5 

For the peril! that I fawe double ; 
I ne will what to faie or doe, 
Ne get a leche my woondis to, 
For neither thorough grafie ne rote 
Ne had I heipe of hope ne bote, f 7 60 

But to the bothum e^r mo 
Mine her;p drewe^ for all my wo 



,d by Google 



TBK ft OM A VfCr 09 T HS 1 10. 6j^ 

My thought was ia b6iic Other thing, 

For had it ben in my keping 

It would have brodjjjht iny laleagam, 17^5 

For certis evenly, I dars£uiiy " ........ 

The fight onely and tJic'fa'viiuT 
Aleggid mochc of mylangoon •. 
Than gan I for to dnuvii me 
Toward the bothuni faire td ft, X770' 

And Love had gette him m this clrowe 
Ab Qthir arowe into'' liic bawe* 
And for to ihotiagaii him dxcfil ; 
The arowes name Mias^SimpA^ndEu • 

And whan that Love gao nigh me oere ' TT73 
He drowe it up witHoutin wire, j ' ' • 

Aiidfliote at me wit^ all }u« might, ' ^ 

So that this arowe ^nqnc rigbt.^ 

Throughout mine eigh , asinvKnM found*. 

Into mine herte hath modd a WiModt : x 7S« 

Than I anone did'alimy craft 

For to ydrawin oux the ibaft, 

And therewithal! I fijyhid eft ; - 

But in mine hert the'btdde wasleft, 

Whiche aie cncrefid my dcfire ( 1 7*5 

Unto the botfaomdiwwv t nerc, 

Andevirmo that me waswo 

The more defirc bad i to go 

Unto the rofir, where that grewa 

The freihc bothum fo brightof hewo : 1 796 
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Bettir me were to* ha'v^ lettki facy . . .' 

But it behovid nedis me «; • 

Td doen right at mine kerte baddc, 

For er the body muft be iodde' ' ' •' ' 

Aftir the hcrte in wele and wo, 1 795 

Of force togithirtheimnftgo'4 • t 

But nevir this archir wobId£ne : . 

To ftiote at me with att his pin^. 

And for to niak« me io him mete. 

Thethirdearoweheg^tolbtfte, l^O 

Whan heft his time he might )sfpie» 
The whiche was namid Cuiiifie^ . 
Intoimine herte he did 'ayale : 
A fwoune I fell bothe dodde and pale ; 
Long time I laie, ab^i ftirid noi^ght X 805 

Till f abraied out of my thought^ 
And fade than 1 anfidme 
To drawin out the ihaft of tre ; . 
But aye the hedde was lefte behinde 
For ought I couthd puILor winde; x8lO 

So fore it fticked whan I was hit 
7 hat by no crafte I taiight'it fiity 
But finguifhous and full of thought 
I felt foche wo my wouadd aie wrought, 
That fomoned me alwaie to go 1815 

Toward the Rofe that plefed sbe fo ; 
But I ne durft in no manere, 
Bicaufe the archir was fo ncr^. 
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For evirmore gUdiy*i as-I rede, 
Breot child of fire hath mocbil drede : l£ 20 

And certis yet for all my.pein 
Though that I figh» yet arpwea rein,': *: '* ■ 
And ground quarelis, iharp^ dffttle, 
Ne for no pain that I m^hi £ale^ 
Yet might I nqt my Jfeif with hold ' >l8»5 

The faire rofir to heboid, 
For Love me y^ve focheihardtment 
For to fulfill his commsuadcment ; - 
Upon my fete I rofe itp than 
Feble as a forwounded odan, ■ . 1 830 

And forthe to gon my- might I fot, 
Aod-for the furchtr n*old^ liet : 
Toward the rofir fafl I drowe. 
But thomis iharpe mo th^ inow 
There were, and alfothifieksthicke, - 183^ 

And breris brimmd for to pricke, . . 
That I ne might ygettin gcace 
Through the rough thornis for to pace 
To fcne the rofis freflie of hewe ; 
I muft abide though k me rew« : 1 840 

The hedge about fo thicke was, 
Th%t dofed the rofit tacompas. 

But o thing likid me right wele, 
I was fo nigh that I might fele 
Of the bothum the fote odour, X 845 

And alfo fe thq freihe coloure, . 
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And that right gretdy lllci4 lii^ 

That I fo nerc migfatio k fie; 

Sochejoie anon thereof bad I ~ 

That Iforgatemfmakulf s- 1^50 

I'ofeneitlhadBachfc^diqe • 

Of woe and angre* I snis aU ipikt. 

And of my woundes thst f lud them. 

For norhing likin me might more 

Than dwellin by the rdfir aie,* t '5^ 

Acdthensnevirto|nfieatw«kr; ' 

But whan a while I had be tksre • 

Tiifigod of Love, whicheali to Ihaiw ' ^ 

AI ine herte with his artfwis loei^, < 

Cafleth him to yevc me woundli grene $ z86o 

He ihote at me ful haftiiy ' 

An arowe namid Cowpattiey " 

Xheiwrhichetakilisfullabk' •• 

To make thcfe ladies netceiable $ ' 

Than \ anon gan chaimgin kewe ; 1865 

For grcvaunce of my woandi ofWCy 

That t again fell in fvM«dmg, 

Aod fighid fore in conpiaiiiing. 
Sore I complainid Uaaii my Cure ' 

On me gan grevin more and aM>re ; 1870 

I had none hope of mllegianDcc, • 

So nigh [ drowe to difperaunqe; 

1 ne j-ought of deth ne af life, 

Whcthir that Love y would me drifie; 
I 
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If me a martir would he make 1875 

I might his powir not forfake : 

And while for angir thus I woke 

The god of Loire an arowe eokc ; 

Full iharpe it was and full poinaunt, 

And it was callid Faire Semblaunt, 1880 

The whiche io no wife would confent 

That any lovir him repent 

To ferve his love with hecte and al| 

For any perill that maie fall : 

But though this arowe was kene grounde z 885 

As any rafour that is founde 

To ci^tte and kervin at the poindl;, 

The god of Love it had anoint 

With a full precious ointment. 

Some dele to yeve aleg«ment 1S9O 

Upon the woundis that he hade 

Thorough the eye in my hertc made, 

To helpe ther foris and eo cure, 

And that thei maie the bette indure^- 

But yet this arowe without more 1 895 

Made in mine herte a iargd fore, 

That in full grete pain I abode, 

But aic the ointment went abrode ; 

Throughout my woundis large and wide . 

It fprcde about in every fide, I9C © 

Thorough whofe vcrtue and whcfe might 

Mine herte joifuU was and light ; 
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I had ben dedde aod all to ihcnt 

But for the prccioud ointment. 

The (haft I drowe out-e# the srow«, X905 

Roking for wo right woedijMiBrowff^ 

Bat the hedde, whkhe that made mcCmaeUr 

I left behiode in mine herte . 

With othir fowcr, I d^re -wmiVMe^ 

That ne vir woll he toke awai« ; X^tO 

But the ointment halpd oxe weh. 

And yet foehe forowe did I' £eld 

That alld dsie tchauagidhewe 

Of ray woundis fo freflie and ne^e,- 

As men might <b in my vifiige? 99X5 

The arowcs were fo ftiU of rsi|;«,. 

80 variaunt of diverfite. 

That men in everiche might ie 

Both grete anoie and eke fnretenefle. 

And joie ymeint witb bittirnefle : I^%b 

Now were thei efy and b9W wode; 

Ri them I feh bothe barme.tfnd gods ^ 

Now fore without allegglment^ 

Now feftimng wkh the oivtmeittr 

h foftenid here and prtcktd there ; 192^ 

Thus efe and angir were yfese. 

The gfod of Love dehvirly 

Came lepande to me haftily. 

And fayid to me in grete i«pe» 

Yelde the, for thou maie not efcape, . ^930 
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Mate no defence availe ebe here. 
Therefore I rede mak^ n^ daungere: 
If thou wok yeWc the%a,My 
Thou (halt the rathii' h**^ hietcie : 
He is a fole in fikemefie 1935 

That with daungif 4>r-««ikh fimrtn^ffe 
Rebellith there that he ^oisld {>lefei 
In foche folie is liltk tCc : 
Be meke where thou mud Redis how«; 
To (Irive aycn is not thy ^owe : *94b 

Come at oois, and have kbe, 
Ftrt- 1 wolie that it be fo; * 
Than yelde' the here doboeairly. 
And I anfwerid full Ivumbly, 
All gladly, Sir, at your bidding f p45 

I woll me yelde in all^ thiwg ; ... 

To your fervice I woll me take, 
For God defende that 1 Ihotdd make 
Ayen your bidding refiftenoe; 
I woll not doen fo grete offence, '9iO 

For if I did it were fio^ill ; 
ITc maie doc with no* what yc wUlj 
Or fave or fpiU, and alio do ; 
' Fro you in no wife may r go ; 
Mylife, mydech,Ysinyourhohde^ '' 1955 
I maie not lafte 4mt of y oor bondc ; 
PliCikie at your lifte I yelc!^ me, 
Hoping in hert that foixitime ye 
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Comforte and efe Ihul to me febdey 

Or els Ihortly, this is the cndc, i960 

Withoutin helth I mote aie dare 

But if ye take me to your cure : 

Gomforte or helth how ihouM 1 have, 

Sithc ye me huftc, Vut ye mc fave ? 

The helth of Love mote be yfoundcj t^6s 

Where as thei tokin firft ther wounde ; 

And if ye lifte of me to snake 

Your prifcner, I woll it take' 

Of hertc and will fully at gre i ... 

Wholy and plaine I yeldc me, ^97^ 

Withoutin feining or feintife. 

To be governed by your emprife : • 

Of you I here fo moohil prife 

1 wol ben whole at your devife» 

For to fulfill all your likiBg, • »975 

And to repcntin for nothing, ^ 

Hoping to have yet in fomc tide 

Mercy of that that I abide : 

And with that covcnauat yelde I nao, 

Anon doune kneKng on my kne.j . 198.0 

Profiring for to kiffe his fete, . . 

But for nothing he would mc lete : 

And faid, I love the both and preifc, 
Sens that thine anfwere doth .ix>« f fe. 

For thou anfwcred fo curtifly ; , • 1985 

For nowc I wotc weil uttixly .., ... - 
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THat thou art (i^eotit by t|i;f Tpeche, 
For though a man iertt ^otkk f^ch«| 
He fhould not iindin in ceftainfe 
No fuche anfwere of nd Viliilne, 1 996 

For foche a worde ne migkU tMMi^hl 
fffue out o£ a vilaines thought : 
Thou (halt notlefia df thy f]^he, 
For thy helping woUin I &c\\t • 
. And eke encrefiathit rtii^itf > 19^5 

But firft I woU that thou <ibkit 
Ffeily for thine own avaanta^ 
Anone to do me here homage^ 
And fithin kifle thou (halt my mouthe, 
Whiche to no vilaine Wai ner cduthe tocd 

For to' aproche it ne fbr to toodhtt, ' ' 
Forfaufe of cherlis I ne TOUche • • 
That thei fhal nevir neigh it nere ; 
For curteis and of faire nianere, 
Wei taught and ful of gcmtilnede, SOC5 

He muft yben that (hall tnc kiffe. 
And alfo of ful highe frauncftife ' 
That Ihal atteine to thfct etepiirifc. • ' 

And firft of o thing wai'iire 1 the. 
That paine and gipet adverfite %c 16 

He mote endure, and eke travaile. 
That ihal me fer^ withoutin faik ; 
But there againft the to cotnfort«» 
And with thy fervicc to difporte, 
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Thou maid ful glad and joyfull be ftoi5 

So gode a malAer to' have as me. 

And lordc of fo high renoun ; . . 

i here of Love the g^nfenoun, 

And of Curtifie the baocre. 

For I am of felfe chemanere, . ICXO 

Gentill and carteis^meke sod iiQ, 

That who evir enteotilc be 

Me to honour, re-doute, and Cext9^ 

And alfo that he him obferve 

Fro trefpace and fro vUlanie, 2CS5 

And him governe in curtifie, 

With will and with cntencion ; 

For when he firft in my prifon 

is caught, than muft.he uttirly 

Fro thenni8-forth ful bcfily ac-30 

Ycaft him gcntill for to be 

Iffhedefirehelpeofme. • - 

Anone withoutin more delaie^ • 
Withoutin daungir ot affraie, 

I become his vaiTal anone, ^3S 

And gave him thankes many a one, 
And knelid doune with hondk joints . 
And made it in my porte full queiot : 
The joyc went to my hert*is rofie 
"Whan I had kiiTed his mouthe fo fote ; 9C4O 

I had fuche mirth and fuch liking 
It curid me of languiihing. 
4 
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He alkcd of mc than hofJL^ge$ i 
t have takih fele homages .'• \ 

Of one and othir where I'have heiKy . 9C4^ 

Diftreinid ofte withoat^i wene t ■ , 

Thefc felons ful of falfite ; . . 
Have many iltheshegilid QIC) 
And through falihed cher luftachived, 
Wherof I repent and amgreved : ' ' ao;^ 

And I *hem gette in my dauogere • 
Ther falfheed fhul thei hie fu} dtre; ... ' 

But for I love the* I faie the pla^ie 
I woU of the he more certainCi 
For the fore I woll now yhinde ' 20^^ 

That thou away ne ihalt not wiilde ' 

For to denien thy coveaaiint , 
Or done that is not avenaunt : ' 
That thou were falfe it were grcte ruth, 
Sithethoufemiftfofuloftru^. . 9c(^f 

Sir, if the lifte to undcrftfunde .; / 

I merveile the* alkiog this demaunde ; , . './ 

l^or why or wh erefore ihoulde y c 
Hoftage or horowes alke of me, 
Or any othir fikirnefTt, • io6s 

Sithin ye wotc in fothfaflneife 
That ye me have furprifid fo,. 
And whole mine hertc takin me froj 
That it woll doe for me nothing 
But if it be at your bidding ? lof # 
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Mine hert is yours, arid mihe right nought, 

As it behoveth, io dede aod thought, 

Redy in all to worche yottr will, 

Whethir fo tourne t« g6de or ill; 

So fore it luftith you to plefe ' IO75 

No man therof n^aie yoft'^Sifefe; 

Ye have theron ^et foche juftice 

That it* is werried in tntoy- wife ; 

And if ye doubt it n*olde d^e 

Ye maie therof doe make a kaie io8o 

And hold it with you fbt h^Rage. 

Now, certis, this is lioiie outrage, 
fQuod Love) and fully F'ac<fof6e, 
For of the body* h« is ftill Idnle 
That hath the herte in his etvfbre ; aot$ 

Outrage it were to aikih more* 

Than of his aumener hedrough 

A little keie fetife inouglk, 

Whiche was of gold polilhidclere. 

And faied to me. With tfeis keie here ao^ 

Thine herte to me now w<rfl I fliet. 

For ill thy joifull loke and koet 

I binde undir this little keie. 

That no wight maie cary awaie. 

This keie is full of grete poftd, acg5 

With whiche anone he touchid me 
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TJndlr the fide full foftilyj 

That he mine hertc fodainlf 

Without any doute hath fo fpered 

That yet right nought it hath me dered. %lt6 

Whan he had doin hift will alLoot, . 
And I had put him out of doat. 
Sir, 1 faied, 1 have right grctc will 
Your lufl and plefuce to fulfill, 
Loke ye my feryice »kc ?t-g?«. . %10S 

By thilke faith ye owe tp me;^ . 
I /aie nought for recreauadife» 
For I nought doubt of your ferviw. 

But the fervaunt travaileth in vain 
That for to fervin dof th his pain 21 10 

licto that lorde whiche i^.nq wUc 
Conne him no thaoke for, his fervice. 

I I I i 1 . 

Love fayid tho ^ Difm^ie^the 009g^t ; 

Sithe thod for fuccovr haft me4bught' ' 

In thanke thy fcrvicc wall I tak«K • *Jf*f 

And high ofdegrcwollthc make, . . 

If Wickidneffe nc hiadir th?, . » 

But (as 1 hope) it fliall nooghi^he i 

To worfhip no wight by* aye^ti^rQ , 

Male come but that he ff^v^ epd^r^ v . 213^ 

Abide and fuffrc thy diftrcf c 
That hurtith now ; it Ihall be Icffe ; 
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I wote my felf what maie the fave, 
What medicine thou wonldift have. 

And if thy truth to me thoa kepe a 1 25 

t ihall unto thine helping eke, 
To cure thy woundei aftd mUce 'hem dene. 
Where fo that thei be old or gttene : 
Thou (halt be holpen*, at wordis few. 
For certainly thou flialt well ihewe ft Z30 

Where that thou fervift with gede will, 
For to accompliihe and fulfill - ' 
My commaundementifl 4aie and night, * 
Whiche I to lo virs yf^ of right. 

AhSir!forGodd*i8lofe(faiedI) ai35 

£r ye pafle hens eotentifely 

Yoar commaundementes to ihe ye faie, 

And I ihall kepe *hem if I male. 

For them to kepen* i% ill toy thought; 

And iffo be I Wote 'hem nought ft 1 46 

Thali maie I erre unwittingly; 

Wherfore I praie you entirely 

With all mine herte me for to lere, 

That I trefpace in no manere. 

The god of Loye than chargid me ftl45 

Anoh, as ye fhall here end fel 
Worde by wordc, by rfght cmprifc, 
ISo as The Komaunt (hall devife. • 
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Tfie maifUr lefith tkne to kre 
V^hun the difcipk w(^ not here ; ftliO 

ft is but ▼am on him to (Winke 
That on his lerning woU not tktnke : 
Who fo luft lo^e let him intend^ 
For now The Romance ginneth to' Mi c a de. 

How is gode to herin in fate, % 155 

If any be that can it (aie, 
And poind it as the refon a 
Yfet, for othir ga|e i-wif 
It Ihali nat well iii^alle thiag 
Be brought to gode anderfianding} ai60 

For a rcder that poiii Aith ill 
A gode fentence moic oftin fpiU. 
The boke is gode at the endingt 
Ymade of newe and luilie things 
For who fo woli the ending here - Sltfj 

The craft of Love he ih^U now lere, 
If that he woU fo long abide 
Till I this Romance msie unhide^ 
And undoe the iigni&aunce 

Of this drem^ into^ Romaunce ; 9x70 

The fothiaftneiTe that now is hid 
Without coverture ihall be kid 
Whan I nndoen have this dremiagy 
Wherein no wordd is of Iciiog. 
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Villanie at the beginning ittjj 

I woil, faied Love, ovir all thing 

Thou Icve, if that thou wolt ybc 

Falfe, and trefpace ayenift me : 

I curfe and blame genecally 

All them that iovin villanie, 2 1 80 

For villanie makith villaine, 

And by his dedes a chorle is feine. 

Thefe villains arne without pite, 
Frendfliip and love, andall bounte : 
I ii'iil receive to my fcr vice JH 85 

Them that ben vilains of emprife. 

But nndirflonde in thine entent 
That this is not mine entendexnent 
To clepin no wight in no age 
Otreiy gentill for his linage, i r^O 

But who fo that is vertuous, 
And in his port not outrageous; 
Whan foche one thou feeft the beforee, 
Though he be not gentill ybome. 
Thou mayift well feine this in foth ' 2 1 95 

That he* is gentill, bicaufe be doth 
As longith to a gentil man ; 
Of them none otbir deme I can, > 
For certainly wkhoudp drede 
A chorle is demid by his dcde %tcp 

Of hie or lowe, as ye male fe, 
Or of what kinrid that he be ; 
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1^€ faie Dooght for non eviU will 

Thing which that ia to holdin iUll : 

It is no worihip to mUTeie, S205 

Thou xnaieft enfample take of Kde, 

That waK fomtime for milTaytiig 

Yhatid bothe of old and yong: 

As ferre as Gawein the wortbio 

Was praifid for his curtilie at 10 

Kaie was hatid, for he was feU^ 

Of worde difpitotti and cmell 1 

Wherefore be wife and «quctntaUc« 

Godelie of worde, and rdboable, 

Bothd to lefle and eke to mare i %%!$ 

And whan thou comift there men are . 

|4oke that thou hafe in cuftqme aie 

Firft to falue *hem if thou maie; 

And if it fall that of 'hem fomme 

Salue the firft, be thou not dommc* Siao 

But quite him curtii^y anon. 

Without abiding, er thei gon. 

For nothing eke thy tong applie 
To fpekin wordps of ribaudrie ; 
To Tilainc fpeche in no degre 1225 

Late not thy lippe tnboundin bc^ 
Fcr I nought holde him in gode faith 
Curteis that foule wordis faith. 
And alld women ferve and preife. 
And to thy power thcr honour rcife ; aa^O 

roiume VIU H 
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And if that any mifiayere 

Difpife women that thon maift here, 

Blame him, and bidde him holde hiA AHl ; 

And fette thy might and al thy will 

Women and ladies for to plefe, 4235 

And to do thing that may 'hem efe, 

That thci evir fpeke gode of the, 

For fo thou maift beft praifid be . 

Loke that fro pride thou kepe the wele. 
For thou maift both perceive and fele 2240 

That pride u both foly and finoe ; 
And he that pride hath him w ithin 
Ne may his herte in no wife 
Mekin, ne fouplin to lervice, 
For pride is founde ia every parte ' 1145 

Contrarie unto Lov'is arte ; 
And he that lovith trnily 
Should him contehii jolily 
Withoutin pride in fondry wife. 
And him difguifin in qucintice ; 2250 

For queinte aray, withoutin drede, 
Is nothing proude, who takith hede. 
For freflie aray, as men may fc, 
'VVithoutin pride may oftin be. 

Maintaine thy fclfe aftir thy rent ' %%$$ 

Of robd and eke of garment, 
For many a fithe faire dothiog 
A niai) amenditii in muchc chinge. ^ 
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And loke alway that thel be fliape 
(What garment that thou (halt the make) %%Co 
Of him that can the beft ydo. 
With a! that parteinith thcrto, 
Pointis and ileves be Tvel iittande 
Fill right and flreight upon the hande : 
Of ihone and botis newe and faire %z6s 

Loke at the left thou have a paire^ 
And that thei fitte fo fetoufly y . . 

That thefe rude men may uttirly 
Mervaile, fith that thei fitte fo pUifiCi 
How thei come on or of againet . 1)70 

Were ftrcight^ glovis, with aumere 
Of iUke : and a|^»y with gode cherc 
Thou yeve, if that thou have richcffc, 
And if thou havedought fpepde the lefle: 
Alway be mery if thou maii^i 2*75 

But wafte not tiiy:gQde ^Iwaie : 
Have hatte of flonris fre&e aa May, 
Chapelct of rofis of Whitfondaie, 
For foche araie coftnith but lite s 
Thine hondis waihe^ thy tethe mAke ivbite^ ft%8o 
And let no filthe upon the be : 
Thy nailis blad&e if thou maieft le 
Voide it awaie delivirly; 
And kembc thine jiedde right jolily i 
Farce not thy vifage in no wife, a»3j 

For that of Love is nat th* emprjCe, 
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Ifl armit alio if thou conne 23 15 

Purfue till thoo i na»e haft woDBe : 

And if thy voice be faire and elere 

Thou ihalt makin no gretedlaogete; 

"Whan the to fing thet gOdely pnue« 

It is thy woiHtiii'lor to* ohaie : 13 to 

Alfo to you it longich aie . • ^ 

To harpe and giterne, daunce ind phie ; 

VorifhecanwelVfeieioddaiUKe. . 

It maie him grcKlydoe avaunce, 

Bmong Ae for thyiadie Cake . 1325 

Songis and complaintesthat thob make, 

For that woU mevin in her hei-te 

Whan that theif cdia of thy imefte ; 

JLoke that no man for fcarce the holder 

For that maie greve. ^he manifoldie ; 21339 

Refon woU that a lovir be 

Tn his ycftis more kirge andife 

7hapchorld8that^»CR net of loving; < 

For who therof can aiiy thing 

He fhall be lefe aie for to^yere^ ^335^ 

In londis lore wh0 fo would le ve, . 

For he that chrougif a fodain fight* ' . . 

Or f^ a kifEng anon right, 

Vave whole his herte in -will and thotight, 

And to himfelf k^pith right nought* 4340 

Aftir this fwift gift 'tis bat reafon 

He give his gode too in a-handon. . 

ttiii 
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Now woll I ihortty htrt refaerce 

Of chat 1 have yfaied in y«rce 

Alle the fencence by sad b^r ' ^345 

In wordis fewe cooipcndiooily. 

That thou the bet mai«ft on *hemthipk& 

Wher fo it be thou wake or winkct * 

For the wordis da little grew i 

A man to kepe whaft thei be brcvei. ■ 4350 

Who fo with Love woll gon or ride 
He mote be curteis, voidc of prkki 
Merie, and full of jolitc> 
And of largeffe a lofid be* 

Firft I joigne the here in penauncc • ^$5$ 

That cvir without repeijtaunoe '•>< • ■• 
Thott fct thy thotf^t in thy loving . 
To lad withoutin repenting. 
And think upon thy mtrthis fWcftd 
That (hall folue* a(tir whan y« tmitt% ■ - %iC^ 

And for thou true to L^ve ihait be 
I will and eke commaundd the - >■ - 
That in one place thou let ail whole 
Thine herte, withobtin halfin dol^. 
For trecherie and fikirneiSs, - 1iS6^ 

For I loved tievir doublcnofle. 
To many* his herte that woU depAtt 
Kveriche fhall have but little part. 
But of him drede I nfte right nouglit * 
That in one j^laee fectith his thought s %^ fo 
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Therefore in o place tho« it fee, 

Aqdiet it oevir theofiit fl«f , 

For if thou yeveft it in leninf 

I holde it but a wretchid thln^, 

Thcrforc ycvith it whole and qaite, ' 43 75 

And thoa (halt have the tii6tt fficirk^ ; 

If it he lent than aftir foen 

The bountd and the thanke is doitt ; > ' 

But in love a fre yevin thing- - 

Reqoirith a grcte guerdoning. ' a^94 

Yeve it in yeft dl quite fiiUf » 
And make thy gift debbnailly^ ' 
For men that yeft holdin more dere 
That yevin is withgt^dibfli^dterfc. 

That gifte nought to praifinU %S^S 

That a man gevith mal gfe his. ~ ' 
Whan thou haft yevtn thine hert (as I 
Hs^ve faid the here all Ojpinly)* • • 
Thaji aventuris ftitfll the fall 
Whiche hard and htvyW with all } . 9390 

For ofte whan thou bethtnkeft the 
Of thy loving, where fo thott he, 
Fro foike thou muft depvt ik Me» 
That none perceive thy maladid. 
Bat hide thine harme thou Vnuf^^lotwS '^$^S 

And go forth fole and make ^^ td&tt. 
Thou (halt no while be in o date, 
$at whilom colde and whilom hate. 
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•Now red as rofe, noi^ fs^omc* »iid fade :. . * ' 

Such forow I trow thou ner had; ■ - I4C0 

Cotidien ne the qaarteine 

It is not half fo full of pfide t 

Foroftintimisit.ihajifai I 

In love, among Uqt pftioiB ftl* r.^....^ . ■>■ 

That thou thy fclEn all wholly ' • - *405 

Foryettin (halt fo iittis:ly 

That many timis thou ihalt be ■ • ' . 

Sdllas an image made.of tre, 

Domrae as a floue, wjihiMit ftering - - '^ 

Of fote or honde, without fpekiqg^ 24'0 

And than fone #fcif ^i thy ptklne t . .'. 
To memo Vie (haluho(|.come B^S)e» ' 
A man abaihid wondb* .fore, . ^.. . 

And aftiriigh In more and more; . . 
For wit thou wele^vu^outin weoe • - '%4^$ 

In fuche aftate ful ofte have b«ne - • 

That have the* evill of love aiTaidt, ' 
"V^bere thorough thou art fodifkoaidc* ' 

Aftir a thought ihal.take thcXb ..:... - 

That thy love is to ferre the frjO, 1f4l0 

Thou (halt fa (God) .what may cbi#.lK . . 

That I ne may nay Jiady fc ? 

Mine hert alone is,to her gOy 

And I abide al fole ip- W0, • • 
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Departid fro mine own£ thoaght, 21425 

And with mine eyin fe right nought, 

* Alas ! mine eien fene I tkt m«y 

My careful! herte to convay; 

Mine hert'is guide but thei be ' 

I praife nothing what er thei k ; - 4430 

Shui thei abidin than f why, ntiy. 

But gone and fe without delay 

That whiche mitie hert defiri^ lb, ' • 

For certainly but if thei go « > • 

A fole my fclffe I may well hol(k 4435 

Whan I ne fe what minb hcrt ^bWe, 

Wherfore I wol gone her tolettSj 

Or cfid (hall liicvir bene * 

But that I havd fonne tokining. 

Than gofl thou fdft^ Without dwelling ; 3440 
But oftc thou failed of thy defiW! - - • 
Er thou maift come her any nere, 
And wafUft in vainc thy paffage; 
Than falift thou in a fteWe rage i 
For want of fight thou ginftill- ih^Hie j 144^ 

And homwarde penfife doft returne. 
lb grete mifchefe than Ihilt thou be, 
For than againe fhal c6Rie to the 
Sighis and plaintis, with ncwc Wb, 
That no itching prickith the fo ; »45« 

Who wotc it nought he ttiaie go lcr6 
0£ them thaft b^in love fo ilere.' 
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• No thing thine hertappefinmaie^ 

That oft thoti wo^t gone and aflaie 

If thou maiil fene by aventure S45jf 

Thy liv*i8 joye, thine hert*is cure; 

So that by grace if th%t thou might 

Attaine of her to have a fight^ 

Than (halt thou done non othir dede 

But with that fight thipe eyin fede. 2460 

That faire frefhe \y4>afi thou maift fy 

Thine hert ihal fo raviihid be . « 

That ner thou woldeft'thy thankis lete» 

Ne remove for to if^ that fwete : 

The more thou feefl , in fochfaftneiTe, 4465 

The more thou coviteft thatXwfteoeffej 

The more thine hcrte brennith in fire 

Thfi more thipe h^rte. is in defire. 

For who coniidrith every dele .. 

It may be likened wondir wele . ^■.' A470 

The paine of love unto a fcre^ .. , • 

For evirmore thou nei^hiil nerc 

la thought, or how fo that it be» : . 

( For very fothe Ltel it the) 

The hotter evir ih^l ihou breniMj 2(47^ 

As experience ihall the kenne; 

Where fo comift inauy cofte- 

Vho is next fire he brennith mode: 

And yet forfoth^; for al thine hctc, . . 

Though thou for loys r^elt«;and Twf te, . ; •_ 24%q 
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NjC for no thing thou felin may; 

Hiou fhalt not wille to paiTe away ; 

And though thou go, yet mufl the nede 

Thinkin al day on her faire hede 

Whom thou behelde with fo gode will, 848^ 

And holde thy felfe begilid ill 

That thou ne haddeft none hardimcnt 

To ihewe her aught of thine entent ; 

Thine hert ful fore thou wolt difpife. 

And ekerepreveof cowardife, 2490 

That thou fo dull iti every thing 

Were domme for drede without fpeking. 

Thou ihalt eke thinke thou diddell foly 
That thou were her fo fafte bie 
And durft not venture the to fay 2495 

Some thing er that thou came away, 
For thou haddift no mord wonne 
To fpeke of her whan thou begonne { 
But yet if (he would for thy fake 
In armis godely the have fake, 25 co 

It ihould have be more worthe to the 
Than of trefour a grete plente. 

Thus (halt thoa morne and eke complaine, 
And get enchefon co*gonagain<: • 
Unto thy waike or to thy pUce 2505 

Where thou behelde her fleihly face ; 
AiTjin'ere forfalfe fufpc&ion 
Thou woldid finde occafioq . . - 
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For to gone in unto her houfe ; 

Thou am^ than fo defiroas 4510 

A fight of her but for to have, . . 

If thou thine honour mtghtUl favf » 

Or any erande mighcift inak^ 

Thidir for thy lov'is fake, 

Ful faine thou woldift, bnt for dredc %$ %$ 

Thou goeft not, left that men take facde; 

Wherfore I rede in thy going, 

And alfo' in thine again comming. 

Thou be wel ware that men ne wit; 

Feind the othir cauie thap it aj %0 

To go that waie, or fafld bic ; 

To helin wel is no folie; 

And if fo be it happ^ the 

That thou thy love there maiilie yie^ . 

In fikir wife thou her falewe, %s IS 

Wherwith thy coloure woU tranfmcwe^ 

And eke thy bloud Ihal al to q[uake, -. 

Thy hewe eke chaungin for her fake, ' 

But worde and wit, with chere ful pale, 

Shul want for to tellin thy tale ; 45 30 

And if thou maift fo lerforth winne 

That thou to refon durft beginne. 

And woldifl faine thre thingesor mo^ 

Thou (halt ful fcarily faine the two ; 

Though thou bethinke the ncrfowde ' '^S$i 

Thou ibalt foryetin yet fomdele. 
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Bat if thou dele with trecheiy. 

For falfe lovirs mowc alliuJiljr ' ' 

Sain what *hein luft withoufcin dred, • 

Thci he fo double' in <hf r lailhed, «|'40 

For thei in hertcan thiojie o thing 

And fame an othre' iu tktr fpekiog : 

And whan thy fpc^beift elbdid all 

Right thus to the i^ Aal :befaU ; 

If any worde than cj^nw to tniode ^545 

That thou to fay haft ieft behinde^ 

Than thou (halt brcone in grete toartirc, . 

For iht>u (halt brenne ^s any &te: 

This is the flrifc and eke the* afimie, 

And the batiil, that laiUtK aie : . . ttsso 

Th is bargaine ^de may aewir take 
But if that ihe thy pece wtt make. 

Afid whan the night » come anon 
A thoufande aagtes flial ^ome od : 
To hed as faft thou woltc the dight, ttg^j 

Where thou (halt have but fmal delight^ 
For whan thou wenift for to flepe 
Sofal of paine flukk thou crepc^ 
Stcrte in thy bed about ful wade^ 
And turne ful oftc en cveiy fide^ . 2560 

Now dounward groufe, ackd b«w npr^ht, • 
And walow in in» Chelotignq^t : 
rvlum< VIL I 
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Thine armis (halt thou fprede a hrede 

As man in warrc were fomerede ; 

Than (hal the come a rem^mbraunce %s^S 

Of her (hape and of her femblaance, 

Wfaerto none othir may be pcrc t 

And wete thou wej witboutitt were 

That the ihal fe fomttme that night 

That thou haft her that ie fo bright »5 70 

Nakid bitwcnc thine armis there, 

Al/othfaftneffe as diougfait were : 

Thou (halt make caiftels than in SpaiQc, 

And dreme of joy ad but in vaine, 

And the delitin of right nought 15 75 

M'^hile thou fo ilombrift in that thought 

That is fo fwcte and delitable, 

The whiche In fothc n^s^bata fable, 

Foritnelhallno whild'biftr ~ 

Than fhalt thou fighe and wep^ faft, aj So 

And fay, Dere God ! what thing i« this ? ■ — 

My^dreme is tumid alamis ■ 

Whiche was fiii fwete and appareiit, 

J3ut now I wake it is al fhent; 

Now yede this mery thoughr away ; aj 85 

Twenty timis upon a day • . s 

I wotild this thought wouldeome agaiiie, 

For it alegith wel my paine ; 

It makech me fulof joyforltthongbt*; " 

It fleeth me that it laftith nought : » 4590 
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Ah Lordc ! whi n'il.yc me focobre ? 

The joyc I trowe thftt I hngoure. 

The deth I would me (hoaldc flo 

While I lie io her anQ>»two ; 

IVtlne harme is harde withovtin wene, 2595 

My grct uncfc ful oftc I meoe. 

Bot woulde Lov« db fa J might 
Have fully joyc of her fq bright 
My painc were quitte Hie rithlly. 
Alas .' to gret a thing aOte I; ft6eo 

It is but foly' md wrong Wening 
To a(ke fo ootrageons a thing. 
And who fo aikith folily 
He mote be warn id haAily ; 

And I ne wotc what I may fay, . 4605 

1 art! fo ferrc out of the way, 
For I would have ful grcte liking 
And ful grete joy of lafl^ thing ; 
Tot would flie of her gentiUxeife 
Withoutin more me onk kefle t(»lo 

It were to me a grtte guerdon, 
Relefe of all my pafilon : , 
But U is harde to come thevto ; 
Al is but foly that I do ; . 

So highe I have mine heifte fette aj5 TS 

Where that I may no comfott gate : • . . . • 

. . lij .. . 
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I n*ote whcr I fay well or nought. 
But this I wote weU in my thought. 
That it were hcttc of her alone 
por to ftintin my wo and mooe : %6%0 

A loke on her I caft godely 
Than for to have ai uttirly 
Of an othir al whole the play. 
Ah Lord ! where I (hal bide the day 
That ere flic flial my lady be ? %6%S 

He is ful cured that may htf fe. 
Ah Ood ! whan fhal the dauntngi^ioge f 
To liggin thus is angry thing; 
I have no joy thus here to lie 

Whan that my love is not me bie ! 2#30 

A man to lien hath grete difefe 
Which maie not flepe nc reft in efe : 
' I would it dawed and were now day, 
And that the night were went away, 
For were it daye I would up rife : ^^35 

Ah flowd fonne ! (hewe thine eoprife ; 
Spcde the to fprede thy bemis bright, 
And chace the derkneile of the night. 
To put awa^ the ftoundis (Irong 
Wiiiche in me lailin al to long. 164O 

"^I'he night fhalt thou continne fa 
WitI>outia reft, in paine and wo; 
If er thou knew of love diftrefie 
Thou mo we lerne it in that ftkeDeiTe; 
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Aod thus enduring (hak.tboBclie^. ''^7,64$ 

i\ad rife on morow op.eiiy. : ..r ^n**'"' 

Qatof thybed, andhasBeiBitibe-. • ■■• '^r -*. . x ' 
Erevir dawning thou nHtailiiB^ :> -"'.:.. 
AI privily than ihalt thon^one, 1 '"- " •' ij l; ,. * * * 
What wethrc* it be, tby iHle aioner - .. •.„ : : M^^ 
For rcinc or hailc, for /iKvwe for fletej ' . . . : 1 . ^ ■ r; 
Thidirihedwellethtt^tis^olirctey . .: « ■ '01 
The whiche maie fa^^a -ilep^^ r v. .a. • , o > '^ • -<• > c^ 
And thinktth but ^te. upon ihe :> L . ui ):>• y >«^ - n :>i}?. 
Than Ihalt thou go, f ulioidcrafordc,. . ,;..'• ift(^ 
LokeifthegatdbeoofperdCy ' ', « - :::'LJ 

^Odjvaite without in woib Mid>paiite« : t v/'j. :^.' > / - : 
Tul ill a colde in winde andraiike tl • ■ ^ •'♦■-:' v-:. 7.' 
Than (halt thou go the dore btfore» - " ; . • j - ' ":' 
If thou maifte findin any ihofie, ' 'iTAdO' 

Or hole, or refte, what ere it were; :^ ,, . , 

Thato fhalt thou fioupe andlay to ere 1 . ..-! j / ' r^ 
If they within a llepebe, ...... /^ »,>; 

Imcneallavetl^ylAdy'fre, - -: . v 

Whom waking if thou mM. afpie . %64tS-^, 

Go put thy fclfc in jupardi«, . - 'i-^\**',r 

To ^icin grace, and thcLbdmene, - 1 ' 

That ihe maie wete with^utln wtne 
That thou all night no reft hail had. 
So fore for her thou were bcft 2|d. ^6 7 o 

Women wel ought pitc to take . / 

OCxhrm that forowfo. foj. ther fake : 

liij 
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A^d loke for love o^ that relike 

That thou thinke none othiF like,' - - 

For whan thou haft fa gffeti aasef' • %^7S' 

Shall kiffe the er thou gcawey*, 

And hold that in fill grete.^nie v ■'•' 

Andforthatnoiqanihailtlieft' 

Before the houfe oe .in the fwif, ■ / . 

l.oke thou be gon-agemie ei 'day i - a68o 

Such e comming and fudiegmng/ 

Soche hevinefie and fadie walking', 

leXpAeith lovirs withoutiD wene ' . 

Uodir ther clothis pal^ aiidisoe« 

Love n^ leveth coloiur^ ne dertaeiSh ; aiSj 

Who lovith trewe hath BXt-fameSp," 

Thou (halt wel by »ki3r>lclfiftle : 

ThaC^thou muft nedes a&yid ^be, 

For men that ihape^fecm othur way 

Falfelytherladieftobcctreiy 9690 

No wondir is though thei be firtte» 

"With falfe othis-ther loves tbci gaUtf ; 

Fdr^telfcfucheldfing^iHRi ' 

Fattir than abottes or prioiir«. 

Yet with o thing L wotldiiie^harge, 969^ 

That is to fay, that thou bis targe • 
Unto the maide that her <ioth fcrves 
So beil her thanke thoa flialtedeferve : 
Yeve her geftis, and get h^ grace^ 
fqx fo thoa 91^^ th^^ purcbacc, »jroQ 
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That (he the worthy holde and fre, 

Thy lady* and al that may the £t : 

Alfo her fervauntes worihip.aie. 

And pleiin as muche aft thou maie } 

Crete gode through CbeAi may come t^ the, ' %jos 

fiicaufe with her thei bea ptivd ; 

Thei ihal her tel how thei the fande 

Conicis and wife, and wel doande. 

And ihe (hal preife the wel the more : 

Loke out of londe thou be not ibre, ^lo 

And if fuche caufe thou have that the 

Beho veth ta gone out ^ countrc, 

Ijeave wholely thine kert in hoflage 

Til thou againe make thy poiTage : 

Thinke long to fe the fwetc thing ' %';j$- 

That hath thine hert iu her kepiog. 

Now have I toldc the in what wile * 
A iotir (hal do me fervice ; 
Po it than if that thoawoh have 
The mede that thou doft af tir crare. 1 7«0 

Whan Love al this Had bodin me 

I faid him, Sir, how may it be 

That lovirs may in fuche manere 

Endure the paine ye have (kid here f 

1 marvailin me wondir fafte %y%f 

How any man may live or kite 

In fuche paine and in fuche brenning. 

In foruc' and thought, and fuche fighing, 
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Aie unreleiid wo to Aiake 

Wher fo it be thei flepe «r wake j 2730 

In fuche anoy continuclly ; • 

As helpe me God this mcrvaiLe I ' . 

VtSfSt map.^. bu^. he were made of fide. 

Might li ve a monthet £ach paixieato £ele. 

The god of Love thin hid to irie^ . 1 735 

Frendc, by the faith I owe to tfe€ 

])i^y^no man have godc bvt he' it bie : 

A man lovith m«^e t£ndsrii«: v .: . . 

The thing that he h^hboogb^ mod derc; 

For wete thou well withouttn ^erc 4740 

In thanke that thing is tUkin more 

Sot which a man hath (uStid Tore : » 

Certis no wo ne may attfiioe 

Unto the fore of UjY-h patnc, 

None evil therto may amo^nte* ^7 AS 

No mure than a man may -couote 

Thedroppesthatofihewatirbc, . . . 

For drie as wel the grete fe 

Thou mightid as the harmU tell 

Of all them that with I^vc ydwcll ' 4750' 

In fervice, for pein^ them flecth. 

And that eche woulde fle the deeth, 

And trowe thei Ihould nevir efcape, . . 

Nc were that hope y couth 'hem make 
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Glad as a man in priibn fete 97SS 

And male not getcin for to ete 

But barlie bred and watir pws. 

And lieth in vermin and ordure: 

With alle this yet can he live, 

Gode hope fuche comfort hath him yete, 3760 

Whiche makith wenc that he ihal be 

Relefed and come to liberte : 

In Fortune is fully his trail 

Although he lie in flcawe or dnil ; 

In hope is al his fnfUtaing : 2 765 

So fare lovirs in ther wenning 

Whiche Love hath fhitte in his prifoun, 

Gode hope is ther ialvacioun ; 

Gode hope (how fori that thei fmerte) 

Yevith *hem bothe will and hcrtc 47 75 

T'offre ther bodic to martyre, 

For hope fo fore doth 'hem defire 

To fuifre* eche barme thst men devife 

For joye that aftirwards ifaaU Hie*. 

Hope in defire catche vi^ory^ 4775 

In hope of Love' is al the glory, 

For hope is all that Love maie yeve ; ' 

N*cre hope there fhoaldno kngir liirc : 

BleOid be hope ! whiche with d^iire 

Avaunceth lovirs in fuche memtre. ^jHCk 
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Qode hope is curteife for to plcfc, ' 

To kcpe lovirs from all difefe : 

Hope kepeth his londc) and woU abide 

For any peril maie betide, 

For hope to lovirs, as moft chefe, %y 85 

Both 'hem enduria dll mifchefe ; 

Hope is ther helpe iVhan xniilir is ; 

And 1 Ihal yeve the eke i-wis 

Thre othir thinges that grctc folate 

Both to them that ^c in my lace. ^790 

The firft gode that maie be yfounde 
To them that in my lace be bounde 
Is fwete thought, for to rccordc 
Thing^ wherwith thou canft accords 
Beft in thine herte, whcthir ihc be . 4 795 

Thinking in abfeoce gode to the. 
'W'han any lovir doth cpEnplaioe, 
And livith in diftrefleRnd paine, ' 
Than fwete thought ib^ come as blive 
Awaie his angre for to drive ; aSco 

It maketh lovirs have remembraunce 
Of comforte and of higgle pJefaunce 
That hope hath hight him for to winne; 
For thought anone than ihal beginne. 
As ferre God wot as he can finde, % 805 

To make a mirrour of his minde, 
Fof to bcholdc he iy ol not Jet, 
Hcf perfon he Ihal fore him fct, 
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Her laughing eycn perfaunt and clere, 

Her ihape , her forme, her godely chcrc, a 8 10 

Her mouthe, that is fo gracious, 

So fwete, and eke fo favirou«, 

Of al her fetirs fhal take hede, 

Hiseyen with al her limmis fede. 

Thus fwete thinking fliall afwage 28 15 

The paine of lovirs s^nd ther rage ; 
Thy joye (hal dooble without gcfie 
Whan thou thinkefl on her femelineffe| 
Or of her laughing or her chere, 
That to the made thy lady deve : 28x0 

This comforte wol I that thou take. 
And if the nexte thou wolte forfake, 
Which is not lefifc favirous, 
Thou ihouldeft not ben to daungirous. 

The fecond Ihal be fwete fptfche, 2825 

That hath to many one be leche. 

To bring 'hem out of wo and were, 

And helpe many a bachilere, 

And many* a lady fent focour, 

That hath ylovid paramoure, 2839 

Thorough fpeking (whan thei might here) 

Of ther lo vtrs to them fo dere ; 

To me it voidith al ther fmcrte 

The whiche is clolid in ther hcrt>^ ; 
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tn hert it tnaketh *hein glad and light, ^^35 

SpecheyiMrhan thei mowe not havin fight; 
And therfore nowe it comech to minde 
Tb old^ dawis, as I finde, 
That clerkis writtin that her koewe 
There was a lady freihe of hewe aS^O 

Whiche of her love madin a ibng, 
On him for to remembre' among. 
In which (he faid, Whan th^t I hen 
Spekin of him that is fo dere 

To me it voidith alle fmertc ; 2845 

Iwis he fitteth fo nere mine berte, 
To fpek of him at eve or niorpwe 
It carich me of al my forowe ; 
To me is none fo high pletaunce 
As of his perfon daliaunce. aS^ O 

She wift ful wel that fwete fpcking 
pomfortith in ful mochil thing ; 
Her love ihe had full well aifaide, . 
Of him ihe was ful wel apaide ; 
To fpcke of him her joye was fet : 2855 

Therefore I rede the that; thou get 
A fdowe that can wel ^oncelo 
And kepe thy co(infaile» aunl wcUe hela. 
To whom go ihewe wholly thine herte, 
Both wele and woe, and joye and fmerte : . . aS6o 
To get comforte to him thou go. 
And privily bitwcne you two 
3 
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Ye ihal fpekc of that godcly thing 

That hath thine hen in her Iceping, 

Of her bcautc and her femblauncc, 4865 

And of her godely countinaunce; 

Of al thy ttate thou fliaii him faic. 

And aike him coanfaile how thou maie 

Do any thing that maic her plcfe. 

For it to the Ihal do grct cfc, ^g^Q 

That he maie wetethou trntt him fo 

Both of thy wclc and of thy wo ; 

And if his hertc to love be fette 

His companie is mochc the bettc, 

For rcfon wol he fhewe to the 287c 

Al uttirly his privite, 

And what fhe is he lovith fo 

To the plainly he flial undo, 

Withoutin drcdc of any (harnc 

Both tcl her rcnomc and her name ; tSSq 

Than (hall he forthir fcrre and nere. 

And namely to thy lady dere 

In fikir wife ye every other 

Shal helpin as his owne brother 

In trouthe withoutin doubleneffc, t^g^ 

And kepin clofe in fikirncffe; 

For it is noble thing in fay 

To have a man thou darfte fay 

Thy privy counlaile every dele. 

For that woil comforte the right wele ; aSoo 
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And thou (halt holde the wcl apaied 
Whan fuche a frende thou baft aiTaied. 

The thirde gode of grcte comfort. 
That yevith lovirs moft difport, . ' 

Comith of fight and beholding, 51895 

That is yclepid Swete Loking, 
The whiche may none efe ydo 
Whan thou art ferre thy lady fro, • . 
Wherfore thou prefe alway to be. 
In place where thou maift her (c, . 1900 

For it is thing mofl amirous • . ! 
Mofte delitable* and favirons, 
For to affwage a mann*is forow 
To fene his lady by the morov ; 
For it is a ful noble thing ' 2905 

Whan that thine eyin have metittg 
With that relike fo precious 
Whereof thei be fo defirous. 
But al daie aftir fothe it is 
Thei have no drede to faren amis ; 49 10 

Thei dredin neithif winde ne raine, 
Ne non othir manir of paine ; 
For whan thine eyen were thus in bliffc 
Yet of ther curtifie iwifle 

Alone thei can not have ther joyc, 29 15 

But to the hcrte thei convoye 
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Farte of ther bStfiTe, to him thoa fende 
Of all this harme to make amende. 

The eye is a gode meiTangere, 
Which can tothe'hert iflfuchemanere ^920 

Tidingis fende, that he hath fene 
To Toide him of his painis.clene, 
Wherof the hert rejoyfith 10 
That a grete partic of hit wo 
Is voided, and put away to flight ; ^9 "^5 

Right as the derknefle of the night 
Is chafed with clerenelTe of the mone^ 
-Right fo is al his wo ful fone 
Devoidid dene whan that the fight 
Beholdin may that frefhe wight 2 9 30 

Whichc that the faert dcfirith-fo. 
That al his derkeneffe is ago , 
For than the herte is allat efe 
When thei fene that that maie 'hem plefe^ . . - . 

Now have I declared the al out ' 993^ 

Of that thou were iA dr ede and doute, ' 

For I have tolde the faithfully 

What the may curin uttirly, 

And al lovirs that woUin be 

Faithful and of flabilite ; 9940 

Gode Hope alway kepe by thy fide, 

And Swete Thought make eke abide, 

Swete Loking and Swetd Speche, 

Of al thine harmes thei ihal be leche : 

Kij 
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Of bale thon (halt have grete plefaunce ^943 

Yf thou canft bide in foffiraaDce, 

And fervin wele without feintife; 

Thou (halt be quite of thitie emprife 

With more guerdoun if that thou hwe^ 

fiat al this time this I the yeve. 9950 

H 
The god of Love, whan al the day 
He* had taught me as ye have herd fay. 
And enformid compendioufly, 
He vanifliid al fodaioly, 

And I alone yiefte al fole^ 2955 

So fiill of complaint and ofdtAe^ 
For I fawe no man there me by. 
My woundes me grevid wondirfiy; 
Me for to cure nothing I knewe 
Save the bothum fo bright of hewe, 2960 

Wheron was fctte wholly my thought ; 
Of othir comforte knewe I nought, 
But it were through the god of Love; 
I knew nat elfe to my behove 
That might me efe or comfort gcftc ^965 

But if he would him entermette. 
The rofir was without! n dout 
Vdofid with an hedge without. 
As ye to forne have herde me faine. 
And fail I belied, and would fainc A970 
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^ave paffid the hay, if I might 

Have gettin in by any Height, 

To the bothum fo faire to fc, 

But evir I dradde blamed to be 

Yf men would have fufpediion ft975 

That I would of entencion 

Have dole the rofis that there were, 

Therforc to cntre" I was in fere ; 

But at the lafte, as I bethought 

Whethir I ihuldd pafle or nought, 1980 

. I fawe come, with a gladdd chere. 

To me a lufty bachilene 

Of gode ilature and of gode height. 
And Bialacoil forfoth he height ; 

Sonne he was to Curcifie, 2985 

And he me grauntld fnl gladlie 

The paflage of the ouir hay, 

And faidd. Sir, how that ye may 

Pafie, if that it your wiUe ybe, 

Thefreflioroilrfortofe, 2990 

And ye the fwete favour felef 

Tour warrant I may be right wele; 

So thou the kepin fro folie 

Shal no man do the vilanie ; 

Yf I maie helpin you in ought 2995 

I fhall not faine, dredith right nought, 

For 1 am bounde to your fervice 

Fully devoide of all feintife. 

Kiij 
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Than unto Bialacoil faide I^ 

I thanke you, Sir, ful hertily, 30CO 

And yoar be heft I take at gre 

That ye fo godeiy profir me ; 

To you it Cometh of grete fraunchift 

That ye me profir your fervife. 

Than aftir ful deliviily 30OJ 

Through the breris anone went I 
Wherof encombrid was the haie ; 
I was well plefed, the fothe to fiiie. 
To fe the botham kdre and fote 
So freflie yfprong out of the vote. 3OIO 

And Bialacoil me fervid Wele 

Vthzn I fo nigh me mightin fele 

Of the bothum the fwete odeure. 

And fo lufty hewed of colovre; 

But than a chorle, fettle him betide ! 3CI5 

Beilde the rofis gan him hide. 

To kepe the rolls of that rofere^ 

Of whom the namd wasDaungert. 

This chorle was hid there in the greties,' 

Yco virid with grafle and le ves, ^2* 

To fpie and take whom that hefosde 

Unto that rofir put an honde. 

He was not fble, for there was mo» 
For with him weria othir twa 
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6{ wickid manirs ind ill fame ; 3095 

That one was cleptd by his name 

Wickid Tongc, God ycTc him forowe I 

For neithir at eve ne at morowe 

He can of no man gode yfpeke $ 

On many* a )ufte man doch be wreke. 3030 

There was a woman that eke hight 
Shame, that who can rekin right 
Trefpace ywas her fathir*s name, / 
Her mothir Rcfon ; thus was Shame 
Ybronght forth of thefc ilkJ two, 3035 

And yet had Trefpace nere adoe 
With Refon, ne nere leie her by^ 
He was hidous and fo ugly; 
I men^ this, that Trefpace highty 
But Refon concevetb of a lighc 3040 

That Shame of which I fpake afome ; 
And whan that Shame was thus ybome 
It was ordained that Chailite 
Should of the rofir lady be, 

Whicheofthebothums more and las 3045 

With fondrie fplke aflailid was. 
That (he ne wiftd what to doe, 
for Venua her afifaiUth fo 
That night and date fro her flie flafi 
Bothoms and roiis ovir all : 3050 

To Refon than praieth Cha(li(e» 
WbemVenos hath flemed ore the fe, 
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That {he her doughtir would her lenc 
To kepe the rofir frefhe and grene. 

Anon Refon to Chaftice $osS 

Is fully* alTentid that it be. 
And graiintid her at her reqoefl 
That Shame, bicanfe fhe is honed. 
Shall kepir of the rofir be; 

And thus to kepe it there were tbre, 3060 

That none fhould hardie be ne bolde 
(Were he yong^ or were he oldc) 
Again her will awaie to here 
Bothoms ne rofis that there were. 
I had well fped had 1 nat ben 3065 

Awaitid with thefe thre and fcne. 
For Bialacoil, that was £0 faire. 
So gracious and debonaire, 
Quitte him to me ful curtifly. 
And me to plefia badde that I 3070 

Should draw^ to the bothom nere; 
Prefe in to touchin the rofere 
Whiche bare the Rofe he yafe me leve ; 
This graunt ne might but litill gre^ ; 
And for he fawe it likid me $ofs 

Right nigh the bothom pullid he ■ 
A lefe all greae, and yave me that, 
The whiche full nigh the bothom fat : 
I niadin of that lefe full queint. 
And whan J felt I was aqueinte 3080 
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With Bialacoil, and fo prive^ 

I wrnde all my will had yb«» 

Than wext I hardie for to tell 

To Bialacoil how me befell 

Of Love that toke and woundid me^ < 3085 

And fayid. Sir, fo mote I the, 

I male no joie have in no wife 

Upon no fide, but it arife 

For fithd (if I (hall not faine) 

In herte I have, had fo grete paine« 3090 

So grete anoie, and foche aiTraie, 

That I ne wotte what I fliall faie; 

I drede your wroth^ to dcfcrve 1 

JLcvir me were that kniviskerve 

My bodie fhould in pecis fmall ■ 3C95 

Than in any wife it (hould fall 

That ye wrothid fhould ben with mc* 

Saie boldily thy will, (quod he) 
I n*ill be wrothe, if that I maie. 
For nought that thou fiialt to me faic* 3 ICO 

Than faied I, Sir, not you difplefe 

To knowin of my grete nnefe. 

In whiche only Love hath me brought. 

For painis grete* difefe, and thought. 

Fro da ie to daie it doeth me drie ; 3 105 

Suppofith not. Sir, that I lie 9 
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In me five woundis did he make, 

The fore of whiche (hall nerir flake ' ' 

But ye the bothom graunte me 

Whiche ismoft palTannt of beabte-, " 3 1 lo 

My life, my deth, and my maityre, * 

And trcfour that I moftc defire. • 

Than Bialacoil, affrayid all, 

Sayid, Sir, it maie not befall 

That ye defire ; it maie not rife; 3 1 '5 

What ! would ye Ihcndc me in this wife f . ' 1 . . 

A mokill fole than I were 

Iflfuffridyou'awaietobere ^ ' 

The frelhe bothom fo feirc of fight, 

For it were neithir {kill ne right - " 3120 

Qf the rofir ye broke the rinde, ' 

OrtaketheRofeafornehiskinde: • 

Ye are not curteis to alke it ; 

Let it dill on the rofir fit; 

l.etitgrowetillit*anie!Jdidbe, : 3ia5( 

And perfitly come to beaute; ^ • . ■ 

I n*olde not that it pullid were 

Fro the rofir that doth it here. 

To me it is fo lefe and dere. t 

With that anon ftcrt out Daungerc 3130 

Out of the place where he was hiddc ; 

His malice in his chere was kidde : 

Full grete he was, and black'e of hewc, 

Sturdie and hidous, who fo*him knewe ; 
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Like Iharpe ur chooa his heere was gtowe, 3 1 35 

His eyes red-fparcliog as fire glow^ ; 

His oofe frouDcid fuU kirktd (lode ; 

He come criande a3 he were wii>de« 

And faied, Bialacoil,,tel me why 

Thou hringift hidir fo boldely 3 140 

Him that fo nigh to the tofere ? 

Thou worchift-iD-a ^rong manere; 

He thiokith to diflionour the ; 

Thou art well worthy to' have malgre 

To let him of the rofere witte : 3 145 

Who fervith FcUone is ill quitte. 

Thou woaldiil have doen grete bounte, 
And he with Ihame would qrutb the. , . . 
Flie hens, felowe ; I rede the go; 
It wantith lite he \fol the ib, 3 r j O 

For Bialacoil ne knewe the nought 
Whan the to ferve he fet his thought. 
For thou wolt ihamc htm if thos might . . . 
Bothe again refon and 'gainft W^t : 
I woll no more in the affie 3155 

That comeft fo flightly for t*efpie. 
For it provith wondirly wele 
Thy fleight and trefon every dele. 

I durft no more make there abode 
For the chorle, he was fo wode : 3 1 60 

So gan he threttin and manace. 
And through the hale he did me Ghace, 
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For fere of 4iim I trembled and qaoke, / 

So chorlifhely his hedde he fhoke. 

And faied, If eft he might me take $ i6j 

I ihould nat from hit hondis fcape. 

Than fiialacoil is fled and mate. 

And I all fole difcoafolate 

Was left alone in pain and thought; 

Fro ibame to deth I was nigh bpooght : 3170 

Than thought I on my high foUe, 

How that my bodie tt ttirlie 

Was yeve to pain and to martire. 

And therto had I fo grete ire, 

That I ne durft the hayis paffe ; 317^ 

There was no hope, there was no grace : 

I trowe nevir man wtfte of pain 

Bat he were laced in Lov*is chain» 

Ne no man wiil, (aiid foth it is) 

But if he love, what angir is. 31S0 

Love holdeth his hefte to me right wele; 
Whan pain (he fayid) 1 ihould fele 
No herte maie thinke no tonge fain 
A quartir of my wo and pain ; 
I might not with the angir laft $ 3 1 85 

Mine herte in poindl was for to braft 
Whan 1 thought on the Rofe, that fo 
Was thorough Daungir caft me fro. 
A long while ftode I in that ftate, 
Till that me ikwe fo madde and mate 3 '99 

6 
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Whiche from he^ p9^x^i loHcd Uii4UTm(dL '- 

RefoD men ckpioithAt lady, ' 
Whiche from her toaradeliviclyii ' 
CamedoimetomcMFichoutininorti 3195 

But (he was neither ypng ne horoi • 
Nc high DC lowc, ne fattc ne \€fvp^ . r . . • i . . 
Bat befl, as it were in 4 mene : . • • ^ 

Her eyin two wcr« clere and light 

As a candill that hr^nnith blight;' 3200 

And on her hedde fhe had a crotHM.; 

Her femid well an high p^ounc,-* 

For round enTiroqi her crovinet 

Was full of riche (Unis afret ; . . • : . 

Hergodelyfemblauntbydevife.. . 3'iO$ 

I trowe wftft Aiad< in Paradifc, / / 

For Nature had nevlr foche grace 

Toforgeaworkeoffoch&compace; • :- 

For certain, but if the' lettir lie, ' 

Crete God himfelf, that i%fo hie, - *.., . 3410 

Formid her aftir his image. 

And yafe her fithe f<»che avauntag^e . . ' 

That (he hath might and feignorie 

To kepe men from all foUe : , 

Who fo woll trowe wele her lore 311 j 

Ne maie oifendin nevirmore* 

And while I (lode thus derke and pade 
Refon began to me her talc : 
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She (aied, Al haile, my fwete frende ! 

Folic and childhod woll the (heiide, 3210 

Whiche the have put in grete afraie ; 

Thou haft bought dere the time of MaiCi 

That made thine herte merie to be; 

In evill time thou wenteft to fe 

'Ilie gardin whereof IdihieiTe 3 %ts 

Ybare the keie and was maiftrefle. 

Whan that thou yedift in the daunce 

With her, and haddin acquaintaonce ; 

Her acquaintauoee is perilious, 

Firft foft, and aftir full ooious ; 3139 

She hath the traihid without wene; 

The god of Love had the nat fene, 

Ke had Idilnefle the conveide 

Within the verge where Mirthe him picide ; 

If Folie have furprifid the 3 135 

Doe do that it recovered be, 

And be well ware to take no more 

Counfaile that grevith afth* fore : 

He' is wife that woll himfelfcbaftife. 

Though a yoog man in any wife 3 140 

Trefpafle emong and doe folie, 
Let him nat dwelle, but haftilie 
I.et him amende what fo be mis; 
And eke I counfaile the i-wis 
The god of Love wholly forycte, 3 %4S 

That bath tlic in foche pain yfete. 
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And the in herte Cottrmentid fo ; 

} can not fene how thou maieft go 

Ochir waicA the to garifooB, . ■ • 

For Daungere, that 18 fo felonn, ^50 

Fellie purpofeth the to werreie, 

Whiche is full craill, fothc to feie. 

And yet of Danngere coffleth nd Irhunes 
In reward of my doughtir Shame, 
Whiche hath the rofii in her wardc» 3155 

As ihe that maie be no mufarde. 
And Wickid Tong is with thefe two» 
That fuffrith no man thidir go, 
For er a thing be doe he lhall» 
Where that he comith ovir alli 3^60 

In fourtie plads,* iT it be fought» 
Sate thing that nere was don ne wronghly 
So moche traifon is in hit male. 
Of falfenefle for to faine a tale. 
Thou deleft with aogrie folke i«wii» 3*65 

Wherefore to the the bettir is 
From thefe folkis awaie to fare, 
For thei woU make the live in care ; 
This is the ill that Love thei call* - 
Wherein there is but foUe all, ^'3f^1^ 

For love is folic every dell; 
Who loveth in no, Wife maie doc w^ll« 

Li] 
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Nc fct his thought on no gode w^tfke; • - • • - - 

His fcholc he lefcthif he 1)C ckrkc, 

Or othir craft if that he h« '3*75 

He Ihall not thrive therefn,' for lie 

In love (hal have more pdfioliii' 

Than monke,^r hsrmice; or ehatHW!). 

This pain is herd out of mefare ; 

The joie mate tto while endure;' 3iS^ 

And eke in the pofTeffion ''.••; 

iBiBftchiltribuIaciibn; ' ' '^ 

Thejoieitisfoihortlaftiiigy- -• - .. ' ' 

And but in hapcf ii^the getting; • • ' ' — 

I fe there many in trayaile •"• i^^S 

That at the laft fliall fouly faile; > ' V "^ ' 

I "waa nothing thy couo^Ier, * . . ' ' ' 

Whan thou were m^e the homager 

Ofgodofl^ty^tohaftily, y - 

Where was no wifedome but fo!^; ' 3190 

Thine harte was jolie but taot &g^ 

Wh*n thou werQ4)rodght in fodic a rage 

To yelde the up fo redily 

To liove of his grctc niiiftiiy. 

I rede the Love awaw to drive, ' 3195 

ThWt maketh the reche. not of thy live ; 
The folie more fro daie to dai^ ' 
Shall growebui'thoo it pot Swaie; ' 
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take with thy tcthc the hridtll b&t 

To (UuDt thy hcrte, and eke the caftc, 33Cd 

If that thou maieil, to get defence 

For to redrefle thy firft offence : 

Who fo hit hene alw^e woU lete 

Shall finde emong that ihaU him grevi. 

Whan I her herd thus me chailife 3305 

1 anfwerde in full angrie wiie» 
I prayid her ccffe of her ^ehe 
Eithir to chaftife ip€ or techt» 
To hiddfihe my thought lefireili, 
Whiche Love hath caught in hu demeto : 33 lo 
What wenin ye I.ove woU coafent 
(That me affayith with bow« bent) 
To drawe mine herte out of hit honde, 
Whiche is fo quickly in hit bonde i ^ 
That ye counfaiie mate nerir bc» 33 tj 

For whan he fitft areftid me 
He toke mine hertt lb ibte htm till 
That it it nothidg al my will; 
He tenght it fo him for to' obeie 
That he it fparrid with » kek* 33 ao 

I praie you let me be aU fiiU« 
For ye maie well, if that ye Will, 
Your wordis wafte in idilne0e. 
For uttirly, withoutiageff«, 
AU that ye faine is but in vain ^ 3315 

Me were levir die in the pain 

Liij 
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Than Love to meward fiiocild arette, 
FaUhede or tre^n on me fette : ^ 
I woU me gettin pcis or blame, 
' And love true for to fa«e my name : 33 30 

Who me chailifith I him hate. 
With that worde l^efon went her gate, 
Whan (he fawe £ar no fermoaing- 
She might me fro my folie bring : 
ThandifmayidllcftaUfolc?, 3335 

For-werie, for-wandred, asafole. 
For I ne knewe no £hesi£Bi;aice i 
Th^ fell into my remembraunee 
How Love ybadde me to purveie 
A felawe to whom i might feie 334^ 

My counfaile and my privite. 
For that Ihould mocfae availin na(e* 

With that bethought I me tha« I ^ 

Yhad a felaw faftd by . •. . . 

True and dkir, cutuivand httnde,' ^ 3345 

Andhecallcdwa8byriamea«Ff«ildfe5 ' • 

A truer felawe was no wheife none^ 
In.hafttohim I wentaaonte, -' ■ * .. *; . i :' 
And to him all my wo I told, ' - . * 

Fro him right nought f would witfaoid'; 33 5 e 

I tolde him all withoutin w^ehft, • 
And made my compleint oaBaBUgeM; 
How for to feie he wasliidoufli 
And to meward contrariow, • 
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The whichi through his cniilte 3355 ' 

Wa3 in poind to have ineimid me^ 

With Bialacoil whan he me feie 

Within the gardia walke and pleie 

Fro me he made him for to go, 

And I he left alone in wo ; 3360 

I duril no leogir with him fpeke, 

For Daungir faied he would be wreke 

Whan that he fawe hoW that I went 

The freih^ bothomfor to hent, 

If I were hardie to come nere 3365 

Bitwene the haie and the rofere. 

This frende, whan he wifk of my thought, 
He4ifcomfortid me right nought. 
But faied, Felawe, be nat fomadde, 
Ne fo abaihid nor beftadde ; 33 70 

My felfe I knowe full well Danngere, 
And how that he is fiers of chere. 
At (firimd temps, Love to manace; 
Full oft I have htn in his cafe ; 
A felon firft though that he be 3375 

Aftir thou ihattliim foaplc fe : 
Of long pallid I kneWd him wele^ 
Uogbdclie firft though men him fele 
He woU meke aftre* in his bering 
Ben for fervice and obcifing : 33S0 

I ihall the tell wl^t thou (halt 4<ic% 
Mekely I rede thou go him to, 
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Of herte praie him fpccially 

Of thy crefpace to have mercie. 

And hotin him well here to plefe, 33S5 

That thou ihalt cer more him difplelb : 

Who can beft fervc of flatiiy 

Shall plefe Daungir moft uttirly. 

My frende hath faied to me fo wek 
That he me efid. hath Ibmedele, 3399 

And eke alleg:ged of my tonrmeiitv 
For through him had I hardimeot. 
Again to Daungir for to go. 
To p^eve if I might make him fo* 

To Daungir cam I all afluuned^ ^J9J 

The whiche afomc me had yblaiiw4» 

Defiring for t* apefe my wo. 

But ovir hedge durft I nat go» 

For he forbode me the paflagc 3 

I founde him cruill in hit rage, 14C# 

And in his hoode a grete bonrdoiio i 

To him I knelid lowe adoim, 

Full meke of port and fimple'of cherTr 

And faied, Sir, I am comin here 

Onely to aik of yoa mercie ; 3405 

It grevith me full gretily 

That evir I have wrathid you. 

But for to* amende 1 am come n«w. 
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With aU my might bothe k>ude and (BIl 

To doin right at yoor owne will, ' 3410 

For JLove madin mtf for to do 

That 1 have trefpafled hidirto, 

Fro whome I oe maie drawe mine heite, 

Yet (hall I nere for joie ne fknerte 

( What fo befall me, gt>de or 111 ) 34 15 

Offendin more again your will ; 

LiCTir I have endure difefe > • 

Than doe that whiche fliould yon dtijpteie. 

I yon require and praie that ye 

Of me have merdc and pite, 34M 

To dint your ire that grevith fo, 

That I woll fwere for evirmo 

To be redrefled at your liking 

If I trefpace in ady-thing. 

Save that ( I praie the) grauntd me 3435 

A thing that maie nat trarnid be. 

That I maie love all'ooily. 

None othir thing of yon aike I ; 

1 (hall doin all wele i-wis, 

If of your grace you gf aunt me this, 345^ 

And that ye maie nat tettin me. 

For well wote ye that love is fre. 

Add! Ihall loTen foche that I will, 

Who evir like it well or ill, 
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And yet ne would I for all Frauiice . 3435 

Doe thing to doe you difplefaiiUce. 

Than Daungir fill in his cnteot 
For to forycvc his male talent. 
But all his wrathe yet at the lad 
He hath relefcd, I praicd fo faft. 3440 

Shortly, (he fayid) thy requcft 
Is oat to mokin diflioncft, 
Ne I woli nat wernin it the, • 

For yet nothing engrevith t«C| 
For though thou love thus evirmore 3AAS 

To me is neithir fofte ne fore : 
I^ove where the lift, what rechtth-ttie ? 
So ferre thou fro my rofis be ; 
Truft not on me for none aflaie 
In any time to paife the haie. 3450 

Thus hath he grauntid my praiero : 
Than went I forthe withoutin wcf c 
Unto my frendc, and told him all 
Whiche was right joifuU of my talc, 
(He faied) Now goeth well thiuc affaire, 3455 

He fliall to the be debonairc; 
Though he aforne was difpitous 
He fhall hereaftir be gracious; 
If he were touched on fome gode vein 
»He ihould yet rewin on thy pein ; '3A^ 

Suffir, 1 rede, and no boft^ mak^ 
Till thou at gode mes maieil him take. 
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Him that aforne he ha4-in drcde, 3465 

In bokis fothly as I rede. 
Tha9 hath my frende with grete comfort 
Avauncid me with high difport, 
Whiche would me gode as moche at I ; • 
And than anon full fodalnly 347® 

I toke my leve, and ib-eight Iwent 
Unto the haie, for grete talent 
I bad to fene the freihe bothom 
Wherein laie my falvadon, 

And Daungir toke k^e if that I 34 75 

Kepe him covinaunt troily : 
So fore I drede hit manafing 
1 4urft not brekin hi* bidding, 
For left that I were of him ihent * 
Ibrakenothlscommaundimenty 3480 

For to purchafin his gode will 
It was for to coman there till ; 
His mercie was ^o ferre behinde 
Ykept, for I ne might it finde : 
I complainid and fighid fore, 34S5 

And languiihid evir the more, 
For T ne durft nat evir go 
Unto the Roic I lovid fo, 
Throughout my deming uttirly^ 
That he had knowlege certainly : 3490 
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Than Lrf)Teme}adde in foche wife ..^. *: 

That in me there was no feimire « « . . 

Ne &Uhedde, ne no trecberky ••.:,. 

And yet he fiill of villanie. 

And of dif(|iH8&;uid cruilte, 34^ 

On me ne would have no pitd . '. « 

His cruillwil^forto refrain, .. v 

Thol wept aie and me complain.. 1 

And while I was in thifl turmcDt - ; . 

Were come of grace, hy God y&nt» '. .; • 35CO 

Dame Fraunchife, and with her iPite^r : 1 . . 

FulfildethebothomOfbountfi:^.. >riwj . 

Thei go to Daunghr apou ri||ht . • 

To ferthir me with all ther mighty 

And helpe me in worde and in dsde, . . - i 350I 

For well thei fawe that it waa aede* ..:....: 

firfb of her grace Dame Fraunchife J 

Ytakin hath of this emprife ; 

She faied, Daungir, gr^te wrong ye doe . . 

To worche this man fo mochii "vtoei - - - Ji SO 

Or pinin him fo angirfie. 

It is to you g^ete villanie ; 

I can not fe nc why ne how .... 

That he hath trefpafifed again you. 

Save that he lovctb, wherefore yefhoU . 35 15 

The more in charite* of him hold: 

Th^ force of Love maketh him doe this ; . . > 

Who would him blame he did anus : 
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He Icvith more than he maie doe ; . . 

His pain is harde ye maie fc, lo ! .35 ao 

And Love in no wife would coafent 

That he have powir to repent, 

For though that qaieke ye would him ilo * 

Fro Love his herte ne maie bat go. 

Now, fwctd Sir, it is your efe 35 25 

Him for to angir or diCefe. 
Alas I what maie it you avacnce 
To doen to him fo grcte grcvauncc ? 
What worihip is* it agaia him take. 
Or on your man a werrd make, - 353^ 

Sithe he fo lowlie every wife 
Is redy as ye lufte devife ? 
If Love have caught him in his lace, ; 
You for t* obaie in every cace, 
And ben your fubjed at your will, ' 3535 

Should ye therfore willin him ill ? 
Ye ihottid him fparin more all otit 
Than him. that is bothe proude and (lout : 
Cnrtille would that ye fuccoure 
Them thatbenmekeundir your cure: . 3540 

His berte it bard that 'woll net meic 
Wban men ofmelem'JJ'e him befeit. 

This is certain, fayid Pite, 
\Vc fe oft that humilite 

yolume FIT. M 
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Bothe ire and alfo felooie 3545 

Venquifh'eth, and alfo* melancoKe., 

To ftondin forthe in foche durefie 

This cruiltc and wickidneiTe ; 

Wherefore I praie you, Sir Daangerd, 

For to maintein no lengir here 35 j o 

Soche cruifl we^re again your man. 

As wholly your*s as er he can, 

Nor that ye worchin no more wo 

On this caitife languifliing fo, 

Whiche well no more to you trefpace, 3555 

But put him wholly io your grace: 

And his offence ne was but lite; 

The god of Love it was to wite 

That he your thrall fo greicly is : 

If ye him harme ye does amis, 35 60 

For be hath had full hard penaunce 

Sith that ye reft him th* aquatntauncc 

Qf Bialacoil, his moft^ joie, 

Whiche all his painis might acoie : 

He was before anoyid fore, 35^S 

But than ye doublid him well more. 

For he of bliife hath ben full bare 

Sith Bialacoil was fro him fare : 

Lflve hath to him done gfrete diftreffe, 

He hath no nede of more durefle : ^^ 70 

Voidith from him your ire ) rede ; 

Ye maie not winnin in this dede : 
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Maketh Bialacoxlrepsire again 

And haTith pitft on his pain. 

For Fraunchife well, and I Pxte» 3 j 75 

That mercif nil to him jre ^ ; 

AdA fithe that (he and I accordc 

Have upon him mifericorde. 

For I yoa praie, and eke monefte, 

Nought to refufin oar reqnefte, 3 j 80 

For he is hard and fell of thought. 

That for us two woU doe right nou^« 

Paangir ne might no more endttre» 

He mekid him anto,aiftfure. 

IwoUinnowife^iaiethDaungerei . ^^Bs 

Denie that ye haT« aflud here, 
It were to grete uncurtific; 
1 woll ye have the ctlmpante 
Of Bialacoil, as ye devife; 

I woll him lettin in no wife* 3S9^ 

To Bialacoil than went in hie 
Fraunchife, and fated fuU curtiiiie. 
Ye have to long yben deignous 
Unto this lovir and danngeVous, 
Fro him to withdrawe your prefence, 33 95 

"Whiche hath doe to him grete offence, 
That ye not woald upob him fe, . 
'Wherfore a forowfuU man is he : 
Shape ye to paie him and to plefe. 
Of my love if yc woll have cfe : 3600 

Mij 
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Fulfill his will : iith that ye knove • - 
Daungir is dauntid and brought lowe • • • 
Through helpe of me sbd d Pke 
You dare no more aferde t» bf . 

1 fhall doin right as ye will, Z^^S 

Saieth Bialacoil, for it isfkill, 
Sith Daungir woll that it ib be ; 
Thao Fraucchife hath him fent to aae. > 

Bialacoil at thfer beginning • -/ . 

Saluid meinhiscoxxuniog; 3610 

No (Iraung^nefTe was in him iene 

No more than he ne' had wxmthld ben ; 

As faire femblaunt than iha^dho tte. 

And godely, as afome did he« • • 

And by the honde withootin doubt 36JS 

Within the haie right all about ' ' ' 

He lad me with a right gode diete^ ' " < 

All environ on the vcrgere • 

That Daungere had me ehafid fr<u - • ' 

Now have I levc ovre' all to go, • 3620 

Now am I raifcd at my deiiie - 

Fro hell up unto paradife. 

ThusBlalacoilofgentilncffe ■ i < 

With all his pain and bufineile 

Hath fhewid nie onely of gttu:e - 36 25 

The cftirs of the foti place. 
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1 fawe the Rofe, whan T was nigh. 
Was gretir woxln and more high, 
Freihe and toddy, and faire of hewe, 
Ofcoloarevirilichenewe: 3(^30 

And whan I had it longd fene 
I fawe that through the levis g^ene 
The Rol% fpred to fpanniihittg. 
To fene it was a godely thing. 
But it ne was fo fprede on hrede 3635 

That men n^ithin might knowe the fede. 
For it covert ywas end <bfe 
Bothe with the leves.aad with the Rofe ; . 
The ilalke was even* and grene upright* 
It was thereon a, godely fight» 3640 

And well the bettir witlioat wene 
For that the fedp waa not yfenc s 
Fall faire it fprad, the god of Bfefle, 
For foche an othir as I gefle 
Aforne ne was, ne more vermaile ; s^4S 

1 was abawid for marveile, 
For er the fairir th«t it wst 
The more I* am boundin. in Iiove's hftSv 
Long I abode there, fothc to faic. 
Till Bialacoil I gan to ptate, ' $$S0 

Whan that I iawe hhtf in^no^ife 
To meto warnin hisfemtte^ 
That he to me would grauot H thing 
Whiche to remcmbrc* is well fitting, 

Miij • 
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This is to faine, that of hi^ grace ■ 3655 

I-Ie would me yeve leifar and-fpace, 

To me that was ibdefirous 

To have a kifling precious 

Of the fo godely freihd Rofc 

That fo fwctcly fmelkth in tny tiofc, 3 660 

For if it you difpleiid nought 

T woll gladly, as I have fought, 

Havin a kiffe thereof lirely 

Of your yeft^, for ceitaiaiy 

I woll none have but by your Icve, 3665 

So lothe me were yoQ for to greve. 

He fayid, Freude, fo Go4 ttc fpe^e/ 

Of Chaftite I have foche dredcy > 

Thou fhouldefl not wamid be for me^ - 

But 1 dare not for Chiftittf; , ', • 3670 

Again her dare I not mi^te, .*:'.. 

For alwaiebiddithlhenieib ' ' ^ . 

To yeve no lovir levc to kille, 

For who thereto may winnen, i-wiiTd ■ 

He of the furpltfi of the "praie ' 3675 

May live in hope to gat fomft*diie| - 

l^Vho fo kifling mate atUti^ ■ -f' ^ 

Of lov'is pain hath (f<Ml» fl><£iiK)' ^ 

The beft and the mofte avHitimey*' 

And erneft of tht i^tftinaEiiDti:, ' 568b 
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Of his anfwere I {ighid fore, 

I durft aiTaie him tho no more, 

Ihadfuchedredetogrerchimaic: ■ > * 

A man ihoald not to muche ailaie 

To chafe his (rende out of mefurc» • ^ 36S5 

Nor put his life in avinture ; 

For no man at the firile ftroke 

Ke may not fel adoune an oke« 

Nor of the reifins have the viinc 

Till grapes be ripe andwel a«>fine, - • 369O 

Be fore emprelfed, I you eafure, 

And drawin out of the preiTore : 

Btit I, forpeinid wondir ftrong, 

Thoughte that I abode right long 

Aftir the kiiTe in paine and wo, 3^95 

Sithltokiffedeliridib; 

Till that rewing on my diftrefle 

Thete Gomin Venus the goddeife, 

(Whicheaie werryith Chaftite) 

Came of her grace to focour me, 3 7CO 

Whofe might is knowin ferre and wide, 

For {he is mothir of Cupide, 

Ttie god of Love, as blinde as ftoae, 

That helptth lovlrs mady one. 

This lady brought in her fight honde • ■ 3 70 J 

Of brenning fire a 1)Iaiiitg bronde, 
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Whereof the flame and hote fire 

Hath tnany * a lady in define 

Of love ybrought, and fare yhett«4 

And in her fervice her. heHeiette) 3710 

This lady was of gode entatle. 

Right wondirful of apparaile ; 

By her atire fo bright and ihene 

Men might percevin well and fen^ 

Shewasnotofreligiopn; 3715 

Nor I n*il makin mencioan 

Kor of her robe nor of trefour. 

Of broche ne of her riche attour^ ' 

Ne of her girdle' about her fidej 

For that I n*il not long abide ; 3 f%0 

But knowith well that certainly 

She was arrayid richily; 

Devoide of pride certaine (he was ; 

To Bialacoil ihe went a paas. 

And to him fhortely in a claufe - 3725 

She fayid. Sir, what is the caufe • . 

Ye ben of porte fo daungirout 

Unto this lovir and dainous, 

To graunt him nothing but a kiife? 

Towameithlmycdoncatoifle, , 3730 

Sithe well ye wottn how that he 

Is Love*8 fervauiit, M yt may fe, • - ' 

And hath beaute, yr^r. through h« 19 

Worthy of love to have the bli?^ 
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How he' is fcmqlf bdiolde and fc, ' ' 3 735 

How he is faire, how he in fre. 

How he is fote and debpnatfe. 

Of age yonge, lufty andfaire : "j . w . 

There is no lady fo hauceine, 

DachelTe, coontefTe, ne chail^lauie^ ' - 5740 

That I n'olde holde hec uogodely 

For to refufe him uttiriy. ' 

His brethe is alio gode and fwete, ' ' 

And his lippes roddy ; are the! mete- 
Only CO plaine and not to kifle ? 3 745 

Graunt him a kiffe of gentilnefie. ■ - 

His teth ame alfo white and dene ; ' 
Me thinkith wrong withoutin wene . * : ^ 
If ye now wame him, tru^lith me,. • > 
To graunta that a ki£Ke have he ; . > -r : 3750 

The lafie ye hdpe Umithat ye hafte, ^' 

Andthemoretim&ihiilycwafte.' - 

Whan the flame of the very broode - ■ • 
That Venus broagbt in her right honde " 
Had Bialacoil with-it bete fmete '"'- 3755 

Anone he bade me without lete, - ' 

And grauntid me the ilofe to kifle, 
Than of my paine I ganne to lifle, ' ' 

And to the Rofe anon went I, 
And kilGd it ful faithfully. ' 3760 

Nede no man aflce if I was blith 
Whan the favour fo fofte and lith 
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Stroke to mine herp withoatin inbre. 

And me alleggid of my fore. 

So was I ful of joye and UiiTe ; 37^5 

It is faire fuche a floure to kiffisj . 

It was fo fote and fayiroat 

I might not be fo anguiihous 

That I mote glad and joly be ; ' ^ 

Whan that I do remembre me • ' • 3770 

Yet evre' among (fothly to fainc) 

I fuffre noie and mochil paio<» 

The fc may nevir be fo ftill 

But with a litiU winde at will 

May ovirwhelme and tourne alfir 3775 

As it were wode in wawis go; 

Attir the calme the trouble font 

Mote folow, aD(!l chaiinge as the mone^ ' 

Right fo fareth Love, that fcldein one 
Holdeth his ancTe, for right anode 3 780 

AVhan thei in tk wene bed to live 
They ben with tempeft all fordrive. 
"Who fervith Love can tel of wo . 
The iloundmele J9ye niote ovii-go ; •' ■ 
Now he hurtith an^ now he curoth* 3 7 85 

For felde in o pointe Lpve endureth. . 

Now is it right me to procede 
How Shame gan medte and take hede. 
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And how the ftrongd wall wasmaiie, ■ - 5, • . 3790 

And the caftill of brede and length, * • •" - 

That god of Love wan with his ftr<ii;^h i 

Al this in Romance wttt I ftt) 

And for no thing nd will I let, 

So that it liking to her be 5795 

That is the floure of all beaute', 

For {he may bed my labour quite 

That I for her love ihal eodice. 

Wickid Tongc, whiche that the covine 
Ofeverylovir can de vine ' 38c© 

Worfte, and aie addith mortf fomdele, ' 
(For wicktd tonge faith nevir wele) 
To mewarde bare he right gret hate, 
Efpying me erly and late, ' 

Til he hath fene the gretd chero 3805 

Of Bialacoil and me ifere : 
He ne might not his tonge withftonde 
Worfe to rcportin than he fonde. 
He was fo fui of corfid rage : 

It fat him wele of his linage, 38TO 

For him an Irifhe woman bare : 
His tonge was filid iharpe and fquare, 
And right poignaant, and right kerving, 
And wondir bittir in fpeking ; 
For whan that he me gan efpie 3S15' 

He fwore (afl5rming fikirly) 
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Bitwene Bialacpil^andme 

Was ill aquaintaunce and privc i 

Hefpakctherof fpfolilic • • .:. ..: 

That he awakid Jeloufic, 382O 

Whiche all afraied in his rifiog, 

Whan that he herdd the jangling^ . 

He ran anon as he were wode 

To Bialacoil there that he ilode, 

Whiche had Ic vir in this caas 3825 

Have ben at Rcincs or Amias^ .. 

For fote-hote in his felonie 

To'him thus faidc Jeloufie; 

" Whjr haft thou bien fo negligent 

** To kepin, whan I was abfent, 3830 

" This vergir here kfte in thy .w«rde? 

** To me thou haddift no regarde 

" To truft (to thy confuilon) 

** Him thus, to whom fufpedtion 

" I have right gjtcto, for it is nedc, 3835 

** It is well (hewid by the dede: 

" Grcte faute in the now have I founde; 

" .By God anon thou (halt be boundC) 

•' And fafte lockln in a toure, 

** Withoutin refuite or focoure. 3 8 40 

** For Shame to long hath be the fro ; 
•* Ovir fond (he was ago; 
5 
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*' ieiemid well ihe was not here, . . 

" For flie was befy in no wifis 384I 

*' To kepin the and to chaftice, 

" And for to helpM Chaft itc 

** To kepe the rofir, as thinketh mc, 

^ * For than thi s boie .knave fo boldly ^ 

" Nc flioulde nat have.b^ hardy, 3830 

♦* Nc in this vergir had fuche game^ 

** Which now mQ toucoith to grcte (hame.'* 

^UhLcoil n*is what tofaxe, 

Ful faine he would have fled awaie. 

For fere have hyid , n'ere that he 3 85 5 

All fodainly toke him with me ; 

And whan I fawe tha( he had £q 

Tibis Jeloufie takin us two 

I was adoned, and Hnfewe no rede. 

Bat fledde away for v^ry drede . 3 860 

Than Shame came forth ful fimpilly ; . 
She ivendc have trefpaced ful gritely, ' 

Hun^ble'of her porte, and made it fiati{ile» 
Wering a vaile in ftede of wimple. 
As nonnis done in ther abbey : 3865 

Bicaufe her hcrt was in affray 
^he gan to fpel^e. tvit&in a throwe 
Ifi'o jeloufie right wondir lowc. 

rotamc m. N ■ 
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Fir ft of hifrgtacc ihe him beiboght| 
And fayid, Sir, ne levith nought' $^76 

WickidTongc, that falfe efjwe^ 
Which is fo glad to faine and he } 
He hath you made through flatirtngr 
On Bialacoil a falfe lefiog ; 

His falfnefle is not nowe a n«we« ^^ys 

it is to longe that he him knewej 
This ne is not the firftd date. 
For Wickid Tonge hath cuftoilM ate 
The yongd folkis to bewrie, 
And falfe lefingia on *hem He. 3880 

Yet nere-thelefle ! fe among 
Thai^ the foigne it is fo long 
Of Bialacoil, hertis to lure 
Tn Lov'is fervice for to* endure^ 
Ydrawing f ochd folke him to 58 85 

That he hath nothing with to do. 
Bat fn fothnefle I trowd nought 
That Biahcotlhad er in thought 
To do trefpacc or ▼iknie, 

But for his mothir Curtifie ' 3890 

Hath taught hhn evff for to be * 
Godc of aqueintaunce and privt^ 
For he lovith none hevinefie, 
But mirth and play, and all gladndfe; 
He hatith eke alia trechours, 5895 

And foleiae folke and envieo^ 



,d by Google 



T» KOilAVifT 09 THE ROSS. tiJ 

F^r ye wele wetin how. din he 

Wol evir glad and joyful be 

Honeftly with folkc to plcy: 

I have be negligent in £ey SfOO 

To chaftife him, therfore now I 

Of heite ycrie you here mercy, 

That I have ben fo recbileft 

To tamia him withoutin lees{ 

Of my foly I me repent ; 3 905 

Mow wol X whole fet mine entent . 

To kepin both^ low and fiiU 

Bialacoil to do your will. 

O Shame! oSbanelfiudeJelouiie, . 
To be bitraflied gretcdrede have i ; . 3910 

Lecherie hath ycbmfae fo hie, 
That almoft blerid is mijie eie : 
No wondir is if drede have 1, 
Ovir al reignith Lechery, 

Whofe might ygrawith night and dey 39 fj 

Both in cloiftre and in afahsy ; 
Chaftite* is werried ovir all, 
Therfore I woll with fikir wall 
Clofe both the rofis and rofere ; 
I have to long in this manere 5920 

Lefte 'hem undofid wilfully, 
Whcrfore I am right inwardly 
Sorowfull, and repemi me ; 
But now theiihailno leogir be 

Nij 
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UDcIoiid ; and yet I drede fore f . • ^^^^ 

I fliall repcntc ferthirmorc, 

For the game goith all amis ; 

Connfaile I mufte ncwe i-viisi 

1 have to long ytruftid the, . 

33ut now it ftial no lengir be, • 393Cf 

For he may beft in every coftc 

Decevin that men truilia mode: 

I fe well that I am nigh (bent " 

But if I fet my full tfntent 

Some remcdie for to purvcie, ' ^^^ 

Wberfore clofin I fliall the wey •. 

From them that well the Rofe:eipey 

And come to waite me vilenie; : . . 

For now in gode faith and in trOuth 

I wol not lettin for noilouth^.< . 3940 

To live the more in fikirnefle, 

Do make anon a fortireffe, 

Than dofe the fofifr of gode favour^ 
In middis fhal I make a tour- 
To put Bialacoil in prifon, Z94S 
For evir I drede me of trcfon : 
I trow I flial him kepe fo 
That he ihal have no might to go 
About to makin companie 

To them that thinke of Tilanie, 39iO 

N&lo no fuche as hath ben here 
Aforne, and founde in him gode cherc. 
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"Whiche han affailid him to &eodc» 

And with ther trowandife to blende : 

A fqli is cith to begilc ; 3 95 5 

But may I live a litil while 

He flial forthinke bh hirt femblaunt. ' 

.And with thatworde came Drede Avauit, 
Whiche was abalhed, and in grete fere 
Whan he wift Jeloufie was tlicre ; 3 960 

He was for drede in fuefae affray 
That not a worde durfte he (ky. 
But qoaking ftode fal ftil alons, 
(Til Jeloufie his way was gone) 
Save Shamd, that him not forfioice ; 3 965 

Both Drede and ihe ful fore qaoks^ 
That at the laftd Drede abrauk; 
AndtohiscofinShamdiaidet - ■ 

Shamd, (he faid) in fothfaftaeffs - 
To me it is gret hevineflis ... $970 

That the noife is fo ferre ygo, 
. And eke the fdausdir^ of as tWD^ 
Bvt £thin that it is befidi 
We male it not agaiiii^ caU 

Whan onis fprongin is a fame s 3 9 71 

For many' a yere withoaftio bitake ' • 
We have ben, and numy a day. 
For many* an Ap^ll^ raany'-a May, - 
We han ypaflid nothing (hamad. 

Til Jeloufie hath us yblamed 3 9 So j 

NiJj I 
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Of miflrufl and fufpeiftion 

CaulelefTe, withobt eochcfon : 

Go we to Daungir haftily, 

And let us ihewe him opinly 

That he hath not aright ywronght 29^5 

Whan that he fett^ not his thought 

To kcpin bcttir the porprife : 

Jn his doing he is not wife ; 

He hath to us do gret^ wrong. 

That hath fuffirid now fo long 3996 

Bialacoil to have his will 

Alia hie iuftis to fulfill: 

He mad amende it uttirly. 

Or els ihal he vilaioouflj 

Exilid be out of this londe, 3995 

For he the werre maie not withftoUde 

Of Jeloufie, nor here the grefe, 

Slthe Bialacoil is at mifchefe. 

To Daungir Shame and Drede ason 

The rights way ben both ygon ; 4CCO 

The chorle thei fonndin *hem aforne 

X'igSing undir an hawethornc ; 

Undir his hed no piiowe was. 

But in the ftede a trufle of gms; 

He flombrid, and a knappe he-toke^ 4005 

Til Shamd pitouily him fhoke, 
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And grete maoace oo Him gan make* 

Why flepift thou whan thou ihould wake ? 
(Qiiod Shame) thou dioeft us Yilanie ; 
Who truftith the he doth folic 40 10 

To kepd rofis or bothoms 
Whan thei ben : faire in ther fefons 3 
Thou arte woxe to familiere 
Wher thou Ihould befiraunge of chere, 
Stoute of thy porte, redy to greve : 4015 

Thou doeft gret foHe for to leve 
Bialacoii here inne to call 
The yongir man to Ihenden us all : 
Though that thou flepe we mowin here 
Of Jelouiie gf etc neif d here : 40 1^ 

Art thou now late ? riSc up an hie, 
And ftoppe fone and delivirly 
All^ the gappis of the hay; 
Do no favour I do the pray : 
tt fallith nothing to thy name 4^%5 

To' make fayre femblaunt where thtm may&e bbttie* 

If Bialacoii be fwete and fre 
Doggid and fel thou ih^uldift be, 
Froward and outragiouf i-wis ; 
Achorlechaungithfhatcurtelsis^ 40J# 

This hare I herde oft ii^ £iying, 
That man ne maie for no dauottng 
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Make a fperhauke of a bofarde s 

Al mea wol hold the for mofarde 

That debonaire have foundin the : 4035 

It fitteth the nought curteisto be : 

To do men plefaunce or fenrife 

In the it is recreaundiiie : 

Let thy werkis ferre and nere 

Be like thy name, wbiche it Daongere* 404O 

Than al abalhid io ihevtiag 
Anon fpake Drede, right thai faying, 
And fayid, Daungir, I drede me 
That thou ne vroUh hefy be 
To kepin that thou hail to kepe: * 4045 

Whan thou ihouldeft wake thou art »-flepe : 
Thou ihalt be grevid certainly 
If the afpyin Jeloufie, 
Or if he finde the in blame : 
He hath to day aflailid Shaaie, 405O 

And chafed away with grete mantce 
Bialacoil out of this place, 
And fwerith ihortly that he ihaU 
Enclofe him in a fturdy waU ; 
And al is for thy widtidnefle; 4055 

For that the failith ftraangdneffe ; 
ttiloe hert I trow^ be faiUd all $ 
Thou ihalt repent in l^eciall. 
If Jeloufie the foth^ kflis«^e, 
Thou ihalt forthinke and fore rewe» 4060 
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>Vith that the chorle his dnbhe gati ftake, ' ' ' 
Frowning his cyin gan to make, 
And hidous chere, as man in rage ; 
For yre he brent'in his vifage : . m. «.' 

Whan that he herde him blamid fo • ' 4C^5 

He faid. Out of my witte I go, « »' 

To be difcomBce 1' have grete wrong ; < 
Certis I have now lived to long 
Sithe I may Bot.this dolir kepe : 
Al quicke I would be dolvin dcpe ^ 40 70 

Yf any man fh al more cepayre 
To this gardin for foul^ or fayre ; 
Mine hert for ire goith a-fere . . ' I 

That I let any entre here : 

I have do foly now I fc, • • 40^ j 

But now it (hal amepdid be : ' 

Who fettith fote here any more 1 " • i 

Truly he fliall repent it fore, 
For no man more into this place > ' 

Of nie to entre iha^ have grace} . ' >:. . ^eSd 
L.evir 1 had with fwcrdis twaine ^ : 

Throughout mine hert in every vaine, 
Perdd to be with many' a wounde 
Than ilouthe fhould in me be founde : * 

From hennisforth by niglit or day ' 409^ 

T. ihall defende it if I may 
Withoutin any excepcioo 
Of eche manir condicion. 
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And if { ifc any n^n gnittnte 

There holdith me for recrcunte. 4090 

Than Daungir on his fete gan ftonde 

Andhent a burdon in his ho&de ; 

Wrothe in his ire nc left he nought. 

But through the Tcrgir he hath fought 

If he might findin hole or trace 4^95 

Where through that me mote forth by pace, 

Or any gappc, he did it cloTe; 

That no man might touchia a Rofe 

Of the rofir all^ about, . 

He fhittith every man jvichout. . 4IC0 

Thus day by day Daungir it wen, 
^ore wondirfuU and more divtrs, 
And fellir eke than evre' he was, 
For him ful oft I finge alai ! - 
For I ne may nought throu^th hit tm 4105 

Recovir that I mofte defire : 
Mioe hert, alas ! wed breft a^two, 
For Bialacoil I wrathid fo ; 
For certainly in ctery memfar? 
I quake whan that I me remembre 4 1 10 

Of the bothom whiche that I woldc 
Ful sft a day fene i^nd beholde; 
And when I thinke upon the kifTe, 
And how much joie and ho«r much blifiiB 
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I haddi through the ikvmir fvrete, 4115 

For want of it I grone and grete t 

Me chinkcth I fele yet in my noft 

The fotc favour of the Rofe, 

And now I wote that I mote go 

So ferre the freflid flourU fro, 4I )0 

To me ful welcome were the dethe, 

Abfence therof (alas ! ) me flethe ; 

For whilom with this Rofe, alas 1 

I touchid nofe, and mouthe, and hc9^ 

But now the deth I mnft abide : 4135 

But LoTe confent an othir tide 

That onis I touche maie and hittt 

I trow my paine ftal nevir liilc ; 

Theron is all my cov^ittft, 

Whiche brent my hert in many wfft s 413O 

Now flial repaire againe fighing. 

Long watche on niglbtes, and no lleplng, 

Thought in wifhing, torment, and wo. 

With many' a toaming to and fro, 

That halfe my paine I cannot tall, 4X35 

For 1 am fallin into hell 

From paradife and welihe: the more 

My turment grevith, more and more 

Anoyith now the bittirneflb 

That 1 to forne have felte fwetnefle 1 4T4O 

And Wickid Tonge throaghc his faUhcde 

Ycaufith all my wo and drcde $ 
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Qo loe he lieth a pitout charge, 
Bicaufe his tonge was to latge. 

Now is it time fhortly that I 4 T4S 

Tel you fomthing of Jeloufy, 
That was in grete fafpeccion : 
About him lefte he no mafon - 
That ftone could ^ie, ne Do querrouff 
He hirid 'hem to m^ke a tour ; 415 D 

And firft the rofis for to kepe 
About 'hem m^de bQ,a diche depe, 
Ri^ wondir large, and alfo brode, * . 
Upon the whiche alfo ftode 

Of fquarid ftone a (Uixdy wall» . 4155 

Whiche on a cragge wail foundtd all. 
And right grete thickncfle cfc6 it-bare ; 
AboHt it was yfoQhdid fquare 
An hundrid fadome' on every fide; 
It was allicl\eb6th long and wide:.' . . 4160 

Left any time it ?nrere afiailed 
' Ful wcl about it was batailed, 
And^-ounde enviroji eke were let 
Ful many* a riche and faire tournet : 
At every cornir pf this wall 4x65 

Was fet a tour ful principal!, 
And evcriche had without fable 
A portcolife dcfeofable, 
To kepe of fH^'emies, and to greve 
That there thcr force would yprcvc. - 4X 70 

4 
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And eke amiddd chit porprife 
Wfti made a tour of gnt« luuftrifey 

A fairir faugh DDmin with iight, 

Largd and wide, and olgCBte mights 

Thei draddd nought nond affaot 41 75 

Ofginnor gonn,norof&atfa«tt . 

The tempereure <tf ilie moirttM 

Was made of lycoure wondir dcre^ 

Of quicklime perfaimc^Mii cgfe. 

Which temprid was witb flaegre. 4t Sid 

The done wa^liwde of j^damannt • 
Wb^of thei made the looiiddaiau&t } 
The tour wa» rouftdtt iax%dc in compas t 
In al this world vorithtr was, ^ 
Ne bettir ordained ther«Witkidi : 41*95 

About the tour waB-amdea wril, i 
90 that betwixt that «nd the toure 
Kofis were fet of fwete fiivoare. 
With many rofis that thei here ; 
And eke within the cftftil were 4199 

Springoldis, gonnes, bowes, and ardieny 
Jklid eke about at the twnert 
Men feinin ovii<tlM waU ftonde 
Gret engins, which )rwere nere hondb. 
And in the kemils here and there • ' - 4t9f 
Of arblaiUrs grete plentie were ; 
Notti armour mighte ^er ftroke willifioiide» 
It were foly to prefe to honde : 

Volume FJL O 



,d by Google 



Without the diche wore Mis main , - v ' ' 

With wal bataili4 large and hni^ev : 4100 

For men and horfe Ihould nofe attMne 

To nigh the dici)ie ow theplaiike* . , 

Thi^ Jelofie hath envifdn <.• 

Yfette about his garliifo* - . ^ • ^ 

With walli8rounde^ddkJ>^.dfcpii,— 4%os 

Onely the rofir fo^ to kepe, 

AndDaungirbotheerly>3ndl»te . 

l^-keyes kept of the uttir gftte^ ^ . . / 

The whiche opened towards the <ft» 

Andhehadwith.himatthf»JMk.. . ' r • 441^ 

Thurtyfervai^ntesechoneby Dani«» -•...... . » 

That othir gate wq^ kept .b^ $haxnt» a 

Whipheopinid, asitwa^c^P^he, ■ ■,- . I 

Towardit the parte o^ the ktntbe^ .» ■ ■■ 
SergeauntesaffignidwerehertQ • -AtlS- 

Full many, her will for .to do: /.,..- :^: , . 
Than Dredd had in her b^iiyp^ . ..,i, , .. j -. v . / 

Th* keping of the confUble*rie . 
Towarde the north I underiloDde, 

That opened upon the lef^thopdfif 49M 

The whiche for nothuig.n|ay.bfP toe .- 

Butifihedoherbefycure ;.,..w,. 

^rly^n mor*we', and sdfi^ Ute, ':i.t._ 
Strongly to ihette and l^re t^. gat$« -. ^ 

Of everything that fhe n^ay fe i^%%^ 

prede is aferde where foi|i$,b^, : _ . < 
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For With a puffe of titiUrwinde 

I>rede is aftonie<ikrher mhide, '• i 

T4»esforc for ftcling of the-Rofc 
I redeher nat they^teimclofe; 4^30 

A foul'is flight would make her fle^' • «.;>.,. . 
Andekeafhadowe,^ffte'>itfe; - '• 

Th^iWickidTonge, fall of envy, '• - 

With foudiersof Nprniandy, 

As he that cauiith all d^Ute* ' . , ' . ^^^j 

Was kepirofthcfourthc gate,. • '. .'.'•- 

And alfo to the tothir thrc ! > . . % . . . "'^ 

|1b went ful ofte for to fc.*?' . . .. • 

Whanhislotte wasto walkeaiiight '■ •< ' 

Hisinllnnncntisvrafald'bedight '4ft40 

For to blowin and makin fouae ' ■ 

Oftir than he hath encbeiiEwney. 

And walkin oft upon tMi wall,' • 

Cornirs and wickittes oYir.aii > 

Ful narowe ferehhi and tfpie : . 4945 

Though he noughtfbndc yetwoald be lie 

Difcordaunt er frd srmcmie, 

Anddiflbnidfromelodie; 

Controve he would, and fod^faile, " . - 
Withhornpipisof Oorndwaile;' 4950 

In floitis made hp difootfknnce. 
And in his mufike, with nifchauxiccrl 

' ,. .'■ •: Oil 
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That he ne fonde do wonian trcWs, 

Nethathefawenercinlus^life' 4»55 

UfiCo her hufbonde a trciife wife, ' ^ 

Ne none fo ful of ^dcefte 

That ihe n'il laugh and mcry be. 

Whan that ihe hereth or may efpie 

Amanfpekioofl^erie: ' " 4160 

Evdriche of 'hem hath rpmrviee; 

CUifr is diihonell, t*othec sice; 

Yf one be ful of vilani^ 

An othir hath a licoVous de ; 

IfonebefuIofwantoneiTe 426^ 

Anothir is a chidtrcffe. ' ^ • 

Tjiios W ickid Tonge, God yvre him flume ! 
Can put 'hem everichone in blame - 
Without defert, and caufilcBc ; 
He licth though thei ben gikilelTe : 4 » 70 

I have pity to fene the (browe 
ThfkC wakith bothe evin and moroire 
To innocenteadoth-fbche gterwnce, 
I pray God yeve him evi} dtaonce ( 
That he evir fo befy is 4475 

Of any woman tQ* feine va&t* : 

£|(e Jeloufie may Ood ffonfoaade! 
That hath nvakid a tQurc fo nBOUde, 
And made about a garifon^ 
To lettc Biali(Stfil in prifon, 4 > So 
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The whiche is ihette ther^ in the tomri 

IPml long to holdd thcr'fojoiir. 

There for to livin in pcnaunce ; 

And for to do him more jurevaniiot^ 

Whiche hath ordainid Jeloufie/ . ■ 4^85 

An old^ vecke for to efpie 

The manir of his governannce. 

The whiche devil in hdr infaonce •^"' {' 

HadlemidaIlofLov*i$arte, - 

And of his pleyis tohe hef* parte : > . 4-090 

She was expert in his ierviie; . .; i , '/ 

She knewe eche wrenche and every gifo < 

Q{ Love, and every fccret wile; 

It was right harde her to begik. ^ 

Of fiialacoil ihe toke aie hede, - 4195 

That er he liveth in wo'and dred6 
He kepte him coye and eke prive^ 
JUefl that in him (he haddd ie 
Any lite foly couottnaimcr. 
For ihe knew all the oUdffaunoe. < . 43CO 

And after this whan Jeloofie 
Had Bialacoil in his baiHie, 
And ihette him up tIbttt'Wasfo £re, 
For fure of him he would ybe» 
Hetrttftithforeinhiscaftell, ' 4365 

The ftrongewerk^-himlikith well; . 1- . 

He dradde natthat no glotons . : «. * . . ; 

Should ilcle his rofis or bothoms ; 

OiJj 
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The roils werep «fiiitid all, 

Defendd with the firongi^ WfdU 4 3 to 

Now Jeloulie foil well nay be \ 

Of drede devoide^io libettv;} 

Whether that he or il({i6 or waks 

Of his rofis may none be take, 

BatI (aIas!)nowmamdflxail 431^ 

Bicaufe I was without the w«li : 

Fiii.mochil dole and mone hmade ; 

VMio fo had wift what wo I had ■• 

I trowe he wolild ha;fe had pite; 

Love all to dere had fiolde me ; ^ 43 20 

The gode.that of his love had i 

I went about it al queihtly. 

But nowe through dobUng of my paioe 

I fe he woll it fell again. 

And me a newc bargain lere» 4325 

The whiche all out the mure is deee 

Far.the folace that L hare bme ^ 

Than i had it nevir aforbe i ' 

Ceruin I am full like in dede ) 

To him that cafte in yerth hisiiBde, 4330 

And hath joie of the newt fpringing • 
Wi»n it grenith in the giAQtog, 
And is fo faire an4 ireihe of fioare, 
Luftietofene,foteofodoiirtf, * - 



,d by Google 



T«B KOMAVKT 0» TBS lOSK* tS^ 

But er he it in Ihevit fliere 4335 

Male fall wethir that ftall it dere» 
^ndmakin it to fade aad fall 
The flalke, the greine, and tUmrit all. 
That to the tiller if fordosn, 
The hope he had conceded to ftme. 4340 

I drede ccrtaine that fo fare I, 
For hope and travaile fikirly 
Beo me birafte all with a ftcrme : 
The floune n^ili fedin of my come* 
For LoTe hath fo avauncid me, 4345 

Whan I began my privite 
To Bialacoil all for to tell. 
Whom I ne founde froward ne fell. 
But toke agre all whole my plaie; 
But Love is of fo harde affaia, 435^ 

That all at ones he and me 
Whan I wened bed above to' have be. 
It is of Love as of Fortune, 
That chaungith oft, and n'ill contooe, 
Whiche whilom will on folk^ finile, 4355 

And glombe on 'hem an othir while; 
Now frende now foe choo ihak her itU^ 
For |i twincling toomith her whele. 
She can wrichnr her hedde awaic$ 
This is the concourfe of her filaie, ' 43^ 

She can areife that doidi monmt, . . . 

And whirle adoune and ovirtourne 
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Who iittith hied but as her loft : 

A fole is he that woU her troft. 

For it is I that am come doixoe 43^5 

Through charge and revolucioun ; 

Sithe Bialacoil mote fro me twin, 

Shette in her prifon yonde within, 

His abfence at mine hefte I felc, 

For all my joie and all mine hele ■ 43 70 

Ywas in him and in the Rofe, 

That but you woll, whiche him doeth dofe, 

Opin, that fo I maie him fe, 

Love woli not that I curid be 

Of the painis that I endure^' 43 75 

Nor of my cruill ^yintore. 

Ah, Bialacoil, mine own dere I 

Though thou be now a prifonere ^ - 

Kepith at left thibc herte to me ; 

Suffir not that it dauntid be, 4 3S0 

Ne let not Jeloufie' in his rage 

Puttin thine herte in no fervage : 

Although he chailice the without. 

And make thy bodie to him lout. 

Have herte as h^nie a^ diftmannt, 4385 

Stedfaft and ilouti and naught pltMntt 

In prifon though thy bodie be 

At large kcpc thine ktnc liQ i 
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A trew^ hert ne will not pUe - 

For no manace that it imtie drie: 439^ 

If Jeloufie doith the pain 

Quite him his wild thoB again. 

To venge the at Itk in thoaght. 

If othir waie thou mayift sought^ 

And in this wiie fiiU fubtiiUe 4395 

Worchin and wiiMKe the maiftiry. . 

But yet I am in grete affraie 

Left thoo {holdeft nat doe aa I iaic ; 

I drede thou canft me grete mangre • 

That thou enprifoped art for me, 4400 

But yet right nought for my trd^t, 

for through me nere difcovcred waa 

Yet thing that ought to be fecre x 

Well more annoie is in me 

Than is in the of this tnifchaoBeey 4405 

For I endure more hard penaunee 

Than any man can faine or thinke« 

That for the forowe* almofte 1 finke : 

"Whan I remembir me* of my wo ' 

Full n igh out of my witte I go. 44 id 

Inward mine herte I fele blede» 
For comfortlefle the deth I drede : 
Owe I nat well to have diftreffe 
Whan falfe through ther wickidnefle. 
And traitours, that arne envious, 
To noien mc be fo qoragionflj 441^ 
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Ah, Bialacoil ! full well I fe ' 

That thei 'hem fhape to deceve the, 

To make the buxum to thcr lawe, 

And with ther corde the to drawe 44 20 

Where fo 'hem luft, right at thcr will; ■ 

I drede thei have the brought there till : • 

Witboutin comfort thought me flaeth; 

This game would bring mc to my deth, 

For if that I your gode will Icfc 44*5 

I mote be dedde, I maie not chefe^ 

And if that thou £oryete me 

Mine herte (hall n ere in liking be, 

Nor ellifwhere findin folace : 

If I be put out of your grace, 4430 

As it (hall nevir ben I hope, 

Than (huldin I fall in wanhope, 

-A^as, in wanhope!naie,parde, - 
For I woU nere difpeirid be : 

If Hope me faile than alle am I • 4435 

Ungracious and unworthy : 
In Hope I woll comfortid be, 
For -Love, whan he becaught her me, ' 
Sayid that Hope where fo I go 
Should aie be relefe to my wo. 4440 

But what and (he nriy balls bete. 
And be to me qurceis and fwctc ? 
She is in nothing fi\Il certain ; 
JLo^irs (he put in full gtete pais, ■ ■ ■ 
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And makith *hem with wo ta del^ : '4 445 

Her faire H^<(^e decevitb fele» 

For fhe woU behqte iikirly 

And failin aftir uttirly* 

• • Ah ! that is a full noicHts things 

For many* a lovir in loving .: . . 4450 

Hangeth upon ^«r> and truftich faft, 

Whiche lefe ther travaile at the laft* 

Of thing to comme ihe vote right nought* 
Therefore if it he wifely fought 
Hercounfailcfplieiatotakei . .4455 

For many times \^itan ihe w<^fl)iJtf: 

A full gode fyllogifme, I drcd^ . 

That aftirwarde there ihall in dede 

Foh^e an ill conduiion & 

This put me in confpfion, 44 60 

For many times I have it fene 

That many have begilid bene .:_;.> ., 

For truft that thci have fet in H<^> 

Whi(:he fell *hem aftirward a*ilope« " 

But nath*lefs yet gladly file wold 4465 

That he that woU him with Jbuer hold 
Had all timis h^ purpofe clere 
Witboutin deceipt any where-; .... 

That fee defirith fikirly ; . ....... 

Whsn I her b^^med I did foly. 4470 
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Bat what availith hei* g;dde $vi]l 

Whan (he ne maie ftaunche my ftound ill f * ' 

That belpith lite that (he maHe doe« 

Oat take behefte onto my- wo» 

And hcftd certain inno wife 4475 

With«Mit ifete 18 not to preile. 

Whan hefte and dede a fondir vary 
Thei doin a gretd contrary } 
Thus am t poffid up and doiliie 
V^th dole, thought, and confufioune : 44 80 

Of my difefe there is no nomb^, 
Danngir and Sfaamd me encombc)',- 
Drede alfo and Jeloiie, 
And Wickid Tong, IttU of envie, 
Ofwhichetheniarpeandcyiiillir» ^ 4485 

Mlolt me pat in grete martire t 
Thd have my joii f ally let, 
Sith Bialacoil thei have befiiet 
Fro me in prifon- wiekidlyi 

Whom I love fo sntictly t ■ 4490 

That it wollin my band be 
Bilt I the fonir maie him fe^ 

And yet moreofir, worft of all, 
There* isfet to kepe, foule her beftllM 
A rimpUd vecke ferre ronne in age, 4495 

Froaning and yel'we* in her vifage, 
Whiche in awaxte lieth date and night, 
That none of him maie have a light. 
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Full fothe it is that Lovt yafe me • ' - 4500 

Thre wondir yeftitfa£.bi» grace, 

Whicha I have lorne now in thh phot, 

Sttfac thei neamie withootin drede 

Helpin but lite who takitb hed«» 

For hereavailithnoSwvtiThouglWj^ i^So's 

And Swetd Speche fac^iith right nought, ' 

The thirde was calUd Si^te Lokitig, 

That DOW iriome withoot lefiag. ' 

Yeftis were fmhre^bm rat forthy - ' 
Thei helpin me but fimpiUy - 45 ro 

But Bialacoil loild be >< • 

To gone at large and to be fre ; 

For him my life lieth allin dost ' 

But if he come the rathir (int. ■ - ^'^ 

Alas ! I trowe it woU nat hen, * > 45115 

For how (hould X ere' more him iene ^ " ■ ' ^ . 
He maie nat out, and that is wrong, 
Bicaufe the tovir^ is fo Arong < 
How ihould he* out, or by whoTe prowdTe, ■ ■ 
Out of fo ftrong a fortircffe ^ • • 45ao 

By me certain it n*ill be doe, 
God wotte I have no witte therto. 
But well 1 wote I was in rage 
Whan I to Love did my homage; 
relume r II. P 
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But her felf Dame Idilne&i. 

Whjche me conveide.thrDugh Cure pniere 

To' entir into that faire Tergene ? - '>■' 

She was to b^^d me to icTe, . :. 

The whiche now doeth me fore geeve s 45 3® 

A foris woHc is nought to trowe, 

Ne jworthe an a^pple for to lowe ;...-. 

Men ihoul^him (oibbe bittirlse : 

At prim^ temps of his folici 

Iwasafole, andihcmeleiwd* ' -> 4555 

Through whom I am right notigfatxeleved : 

She^^ccompHihid all my wii) 

That now me grevith wondir ilL : : 

Refon me fayid, What ihduld ^ 

A fole my feif I maie wclLcall,. . . ^ 4540 

That Love afidc I had notlaitid. 

And trowid that Dame fllefon faied; 

Refon had bothe IkiU and right 

Whan (he me blamed with all her might 

To mcdlp* of ijOYC, that hath mc ihent, 4545 

Butffertain now I woll repent. 

And ihould I repent F naie, parde, 

A falfc traitour than fhould I be : 

The devil's englns would me take 

If evir I Love would for fake, 45 SO 
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Or Bialacoil falfly betraic. .■■:..'•• 

Should I at mifchioPhate&im ? naloi- > r' : 

Sithe he now for hisKtiirtifie ' • •\^ •.'.;' 

Isinprifonof Jeloufie; .. : . . "•: f 

Curtifie certain! did ke'ine 4555 

So moche it male noe'yoldin be : ■ - ! - 

'Wh^hetiMhaie.paffinnielete. i ... 
To kiffe the Rofefaire aadifwcte ' 
Should I therefor^ oonBoihtm maugre? 

Naie, certainly, it fliall Dsiitbe, • . .: 1 - * 4'j (fo 

For Love Ihall nevir^faTe ^ode wiH, •...-' 
Here, of me ne througfl w«rde or *ill t ?: • - •-' ■ " ' 
Offence or complaint more or lefle » .. ;!..-' 
Neithirof Hopen0i?Jd4enefie; - ' - 

For certis it were y^ixmg- that I .'• -4565 

Hatid *hem for ther curtifie. . : 1 .r • 

There is not els but SaSSkt\ aod thicker . .• : . ! t' • • ' 
And wakin whan I flioiddi winke, ....:!:.. 
Abide in hope till Love through channee -.. 
SendemefoccourdtaUogaunce, . - 4jfb 

ExpeAaunt aic t^UiI maifiMcte 
TagcttinmercicofthatfWete. . ,- . 

Whilom I thinke how Love to mc . 
5ayid that he would take at gre 
My fervice if unpaciebce 4575 

Ycaufid me to doen ofFeoce; 
He fiued, Tn thanke I ihall* it take» 
And high maiflir eke fekeymatke* - -^ - 

Pij 
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If WickidneiTe nc rcYC it the, 

But, fooe, I trowe that ihall mtlie. 4j80 

Thefewerehiswordisbjaodby, ' 

It femed he lovid me troely. 

^N«w is there not but fer^s him wels 
If that I thinke his tbanke tdfele h 
My gode, mioe harme, Ihhe wliole in> me, 45 8jr 
In LoYe maie no de£u!ite^ll»Si 
For true Love jic £ulcd nevir sma ; 
S«£thiy the faute mote ndlii.thany 
As God forbide, .ke fbood^ in «ae* 
And how it cooi^ i can sot ft. 4S9^ 

Now let it gone at it maie go, * 

Wher Love woU foccour tne «r flo, 
Hd maie do wholly on me bin wills 
I am fo fore yboonde him till 
From his fervi^s I mai^ not Btnci, 45 95 

For life and deth withontiii'tvefl^ ^ 
Is in hishande^iAaift natchefe^ • 
]!ft qiaie me doe botl^e wiime aad>le£B 9 
And fithe fo fore he doetk tnc.gr&*ty 
Yet if my luil he wottU aclie»e»' 4600 

To Bialacoil godety to be, . ■ • . . 

I yeve no force what fisU tm mt\ . 
For .though I die, as I mote acde,: 
I praie Love of his godelthede 
To Bialacoil doe genfilneflb^ 4605 

For whom I live in foc|ie ^^&ttS^ . 
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Thatlmotedyinforpenaiyiced .. • , t 

But firft withoutiii f epenf aance 

r will me coDf6flbilo gode emeot, 

And make in hafte my teftamenc^ 46 10 

As lovirs doin that felin fmerte. 

To Bialacoil leve I miBe h'erce 

All whole» wtthootip departing 

Qr doubleneffe or cepecciDg. 

ComentR^ifim^ntaVamanU ' 
Thus as I madin my pafiage 4^<5 

In compleint and in cr uill rage, > 

And I n*ot wher^^to finde a lecbe 
That couthe unto mine helping eche, 
Sodainly again comin doun 

Out of her toure I fa we Refoun, 4620 

Difcrete and wife, and fullplefaunt. 
And of her porte fuU avenaunt : 
The right waie4he take unto me, 
Whiche ftode in gvete pefplexite, 
That was p90^d in every ^de, 4625 

That I n*ifl where Imight abide, 
Till (he, demurely Xidde: of chere, 
Sayi«l to me as (he came nere ; 
Mine owne frende, art thou agreved ? 
How is this quarell yet acheved 4^30 

Of Lov'is fide ? anon me tell 
Hail thou not yet of love thy fill ? 

Piij 
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Art thoQ nat werie* cf tliy fimrice * ' 
That the hath grevid in foche wilbf 

What joie hafte tjboa in thy ioi^ing? 4635 

:b it a fwete or bittir thing ? 
Canil thou yet chefin, let me fb, 
What beft thy fuccour migfathi be ? 

Thou fervift a full noble l^rde. 
That maketh the thrall far thy rewarde, 464^ 

Whiche aie renewith thy tonrment* 
With folie To he hath the blent : 
Thou fell in mifchief thxlki dale 
Whan thou diddift, the foche to faio» 
To him obeifaunce and homage : 4645 

Thou wroughtift nothing aa the fag9 
Whan thou became has liegd man ; 
Thou diddift a grete foUe than : 
Thou wiflift nat what felltherto. 
With what lorde thmi faaddifi; to do<; 4659 

If that thou haddift him well Itnowe 
Thou haddift nought be btongbt ib lowe, 
For if that thou wide what it wcr« 
TI10U n'oldift ferve him halfe a yerta 
No, nat a weke nor halfc a dale, 46^5 

Ne yet an houre withoTxt delaie: 
Ke Dcvir I loved paramourt, 
His lordihip is fo full of iha&ri : 
Knowiil him ought, 
L'amaunt ? Ye, Dame, |>ardet 4^^ 
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Rsufoon. Naie, naie, JL^amaimt. Yet I. ■ 
Raifoun. Wherefore, let fc 
L.*ainaunt. Of that he faySd I ihould be 
Glad to have foche a lorde at he, 
And maiflir of foche (eignorie. j 4665 

RaiCoun . Knoweft htm no more ? ■ ■ 

X.*amaunt. Naie, certii I, 
Save that he yafe me roUt there, 
And went his waie I ne wxil where^ 
And I abode bouade in baiaunce : \ 4670 

JU>, there a noble cogoifaonce! 
RaifouH, 
But T woll that thou knowe him now 
Ginning and ende, iithio that thou 
Art fo angUiihous and fo mate^ ' 
Pi8%urid out of aflate, 4 67I 

There maie no wreche harre more of wo, 
Necacifenonendonnfo; . 
It were to every man fitting . 
Of his lorde to have knowleging, 
For if thou knewe him out of dout 4680 

Lightly thou Ihouldift fcapin out 
Of thy prifon that marrith the. . 

Vawmmul, 
Yea, Dame, fithin my lorde is he. 
And I his man made witb mane honde 
I waulde right faine undirftondc 468 j 
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To knowin of .^haC kindc he be, 
If any would enforme me, 

• 'RaifoMn, 
I would (fayid Refon) the lere, 
$ithe thou to lerne hail fochc defire,- 
And Ihewin the withoutin fable 469O 

A thing that is not demonfirable. 
Thou (halt knowe w^thoutin fcience 
And wlthoutio experience 
The thing that maienot knowin be, 
Ne will ne (hewed in tio degre, 4^95 

Thou maicft the fothe of it not wittcn 
Although in the it were ywritten; 
Thou (halt not knowin thereof mof6 - • 
While thou art rulid by his lore, • 
But unto him that Love will flie 47^0 

The knotte male uncbfidhe ' 
Whiche hath to the, as it is founde. 
So ionge to knitte and not unboande \ 
Now fet well thine e&tendon 
To here of love the difcr ipcion. 4 1^5 

Love it is an hateful pefe, . - 

A fre* acquitaunce without reUfe, 

And through the fret full of £»Uheds i 

A (ikime(re alkfiet in dcede; 

iahpteisadlfperingliopr, .t "47*® 

And full of hope It is wanhope; 
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A wife wodneiTc^ ^d TOtde refon, 

A fwet^ perill in to dronn, 

An hevic burthin light to here, 

A wickid wawe awaie to were; " 47 1^ 

It is Charybdis perilous, 

Diiagreable and gi^actous; 

It* is difcordaunce that can acorde» 

Andaccordaunceuntodifcoide; - 

It is conning withoiitfcieoce, \ ' ' 479/0 

And wifedom without fiipicnce,' * 

Wlrtc withoutin difprecion, 

Havoire without pofieffion; 

It is like hele ^od .wbole fickenelTei 

Atruftdrou^idanddronkinefle, 4715 

And hekh all full of maJadie, 

And charite full oCe&viCy - 

And angre full of abonndauncCi 

And a full gredie fnffifaunce, 

Delite right full of hevinefie, 47 30 

And drerinei»^tdl offfladocile, 

Bittir fwetenefiie and fwete errour, 

Right cvill faYoored gode lavour, 

A fin that pardonc hath withiniiey 

And par^one fpot^id without fidne^' 4735 

A paine alfo it is joions« • > 

Aftdfeionie right pit^ous^ 

Alfo a plaie that felde is fiahle, ' 

And ftedfallneft r%ht oievable. 
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A ilrength welkid to ftonde upright, 4 749 

And a febleneife full of mig^t, 
Witte unavifid, fage folic, 1^. 

An4 joie full of touriqentrie, 
A laughtir it is weping aie, . 
Reft that travailith night and daie, 4745 

Alfo a fwete hell it i«, 
And a forowfull paradis, « ' 

A pkfaunt gaile and efie prifoon^ 
AndfuUoffroflisfoqiirfefoun, •• 

Prime temps full of frollis white, ' • • 4750 

And Maiedevoideof alldelite, ^ "- > - • 
With fere braunchisbloflbmson^che, ' 
'^ Andrnewe frui«5l fiU^jd with wintixaene; ■ • 
It is a flowc maie not forbere, 
Raggcs ribanid with gold to were,' 4755 

For all fo well woll Love be fcttc ' 
Undir raggis as riche rotchette, ' 
And eke as well by amorettes 
In mourning blacke as bright humcttet, t 

Fornoneisoffomokill.prife, ' 47^0 

Ne no man foundin is'fo wife, 
Ne no man fo high o£ parage, 
^e so man founds of witteifo fage, 
No man fo hardie ne fo wight, - . 

Ke no man offomokill might, • 4765 

Nonefofulfillidofbounte,' -.'. . 

That he with love m^edanntid be| ^ ' 
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All the WDcldeholdith this waie, ' 

l.o-«^ raakith all to gone mifwaie 

But it bethel of cvill life, '^ 47 70 

Whom Genius curfid, man and wife, 

That wrongly wcrke again Nature ; 

None foche 1 love, ne have no cure 

Of fpche.asX'Ov'isfervaunte^ ben, 

And woU nat by my counfaile fleen, 4 775 

For I ne preifin that loving 

Where through man at the laft ending .■ . 

Shall call 'hem wretchis full of wo, • 

Lmvc grevith *hem and ihendith fo { 

But if thou wolt well Love cfchewe 4 7 80 

For to efcape out of his mewe. 

And make all whole the forowe (bkoy. 

No bettir counfaile niaieft thou take > ■ 

Than thinke to fl^eifl well i-wis, 

Maije nought helpe els» for wit thou thiSy - 4785 

If thou flie it it fliall flie the^ 

Folowe* ix and folowen ihall it the. • ' 

Whan 1 had herid Re£on fain, 

Wh^che had yfjpilt her fpeche in vain, 

Dame, ( fayid J ) I dare wcU faie 479^ 

Of this avaunt me well I mate, 

That from your fchole £0 deviaunt 

I am, that nere the more avstunt 
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Right nought I am through yoor dodrine ;. 

Idulleandiryourdifcipline; . 479 J 

I wot no more than I wide ever. 

To* me fo contrarie and fo fer 

Is every thing that ye me lerct 

And yet I can it all by partiTere; 

Mine herte foryeteth thereof right nooght ; 4800 

It is fo wrlttin in my thought. 

And depe gravin it is fo tender. 

That all mine herte I can it render^ 

And rede it ovir conununely. 

Bat to my felf lewdift am I. 4B0J 

But (ithe ye love difcrivin fo. 
And lacke and preiie it bothd two, 
Definith it into this letter, 
That I male thinke on it the better,' 
For I herd nevir defined here, 48 10 

And wilfully I would it lere; 
Raifoun. If love be ferchid well and foQght, 
It is a iickenefle of the thought, 
Annexid and knedde betwixt tweihe. 
Which male and female with o cheine 48 1 5 

So irelie bindeth, chat thd n*ill twinne • 
Whedir thereof thei lefe or winnc : « 

The rote fpringith through bote brcnning 
In to difordinate defiring 
3 
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For to kiffin and to enbrace, 4S)0 

And at ther lull thfioa to folace ; 

Of othir thing Love retchith nought. 

Bat fettcth ther herte and al} ther thought 

More for ther deledtacioun 

Than any procrcacioun 4S15 

Of other fruid by engendnire, 

Whiche love to God is nat plefure, 

For of ther bodie frui^e to get 

Thei yeve no force, thci arc fo fet 

Upon delite to plaic in fere ; 4830 

And fome have alfo this manero 

To fainin *hem for love feke; 

Soche love I preife not at a leke, 

For paramours thei doc but faine, 

To lovin truely thei difdaine ; 4835 

Thei faliin ladies traitQurfly, 

And fweme *hem othis uttirly, 

With many* a leiing, many* a fable. 

And all thei findin difceivable. 

And whan thei ban thep luft ygetten 4S40 

The bote ernes thei all foryetten ; 
Women the harme byin full ibre} 
But men this thinkin evirmore. 
The laffe harme is, fo mote I the, 
Difceive them than difceivid be, * 4845: 

And namily where thei ne male 
^ndin none othir mcne ne waic, 

Folumtf VIL Q^ 
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For I wotc well in fothfafUieiTe, 

That who doeth now hU buiinefle 

With any woman for to dele 4S j 9 

For any luft that ht maie fele» 

But if it be for engendruro 

He doeth trcfpalfe I you enfuro^ 

For he ihould fettin all hi^ will 

To gettcn a likely thing him till, 4855 

And to fudain, if that he might. 

And kepin forth by kind'is right 

His owne likenefie and femblable ; 

For bicaufe all' is corrumpable, 

And failin fhould fucceiliouni 4860 

Ne were there generacioun. 

Our fcd'is ftrenc for to fave, 

Whian fadre' or mothir arne in gravfe 

Ther childrin fhulde whan they beo dede 

Full diligent ben in ther flede 4 8.65 

To ufc that worke on foche a wife 

That one maie through an othir rife ; 

Therefore fet kinde therein delite, 

For men therein fhould 'hem delke» 

And of that dede be not erke, 487^ 

But ofte lithis haunt that werke. 

For none would drawe thereof a draught 

^e were delite whiche hath him caught ; 

This had fubtill Dame Nature, 

For none goeth right I the cufure^ 4875' 
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"TNe hath entteti whole nc parfite, 

Tor thcr defire is for delite, 

The whiche fortenid crefe, and ckc 

The plaie of love, for oft thei fekc 

And thrall *hem felf, thei be fo nice, 4880 

'Unto the prince of every vice. 

For of cche finne it i* the rote 

UnlefuU luft, though: it be fote, 

And of allevill the racinc. 

As Tullius-can determine, '4885 

Whiche in his time was full fage. 

In aboke whiche he made of age. 

Where that more he ypraifith EMcj 

Though he be crakid and unwelde, 

And more of commendacioun 489P 

Than Youth in hh difcripcioun ; 

For youth fet botbS man and-wifc 

In all perill of fouie and life. 

And perill is, but men have grace. 

The perill of youth for tc pace 48^5 

Without any detlV dr'diflrcffe, 

ft i» To full of wildcneffe. 

So oft it doeth ihame and domage 

To him or unto his linage. 

It ledith man now up now douh, " 49CO 

In mokilldiflblucioun, 

Antl'maketh him love ill companie, 

And Icdc his life difrulilie^ ■' 

Qjj 
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And hake him paied with nooe eftate ; 

'Within hinifelf is Coche debate 490jr 

He chauogith puqpofe and entent. 

And yaltd into fome coventi 

To livin aftir thcr emprifb, 

And lefith fredome and fraahchife 

That Nature ii^ him had yfet, 49 lO 

The tvhiche again he maie n«t getj 

)f there he make his manfion. 

For to abide profeflion ; 

Though for a time his herte abfent 

It maie not faile he fhall repent^ 49 tj 

And eke abidin thilke daie 

To leve* his abite and gon his waie. 

And lefeth his worihip and his name, 

And dare not come again for Ihames 

But all his life he doeth fo moume^ 49 )0 

Bicaufe he dare not home retourne, 

Fredome of kinde fo loft hath he 

That nevir maie recurid be, 

But that if God him grauntin grace 

That he maie, er he hennis pace, . 49^$. 

Contein undir obedience, 

Through the vertue of pacience ; 

For youth fet man in all folic. 

In unthrift and in ribaudrie, 

In lecherie and in outrage, 4930 

So oft it chaungith of corage : 
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^DUth ginnkh oft foche a bargain 
That maie not end withoutin pain :' 
In grctc perill is fct Youth-h^de, 
3Deiit€ fo doeth his bf idai ledc : 4935 

•Delitc this hanglth; drcde the nought, 
V Bothe mann*is bodic and bt» thought ; 
Onily through yduth*is chamfbdre, 
That to doen ill is cuftomerc. 
And of naught dliitakithhede : 4^40 

But onely folkisfor to iede ^ * ' 

Into difport and wildcnefie ■' ' ' 
So froward is it from fadneiTe, 
But clde ydrawith'hcm thcrfro ; ' 
Who wote it not he maie well go, 4945 

And mo of 'heni that now arne'oM, 
That whilom youth yhad in holdi • ' 1 
Whiche yet rem^Bfibre'of tendit age 
How it 'hem brought in many' a rag«, 
And-many* a folic therin wrought, A950 

But now that elde hath 'Bern through fotight 
Thei repent *hem of ther folic 
That youth *faem put in jeopardk, 
In perill and in mokill woe. 

And made *hem oft amiiTe t^ doe, 4 95*5 

And fewin evill companie 
And riot and advouterie. 
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From fuche foly and refrainc^ 

And fet men by her ordinaiince 49^0 

In gode rule and in governaunce ; 

But ill flic fpenditk her fervife, • 

For no man wol her Iotc nc preife ; 

She is hatid, this wote I wele, 

Her acqueintaunce would do man lele, 496; 

Ne han of £lde companie. 

Men hate to be of her alie. 

For no man wold becomin olde, 

Ne die whan he is yoiige and bolde;. 

And £lde mervailith right gretely 49 70 

Whan thei remembre *hem inwardly 

Of many' aperillous enxprife 

Whiche that thei wrought in fondry wife^ 

How evir thei night without blame 

£rcape awaie witheatin fliame, . 49 75 

In youth without any domage. 

Without rcprefe of ther linage, • 

Lofle of membre, ibeding of blode, 

Perill of deth, or loffe of gode. 

Wotiil thou nat where Youth abifry 49S0 

That men fo preifin in ther wit? 

With Delite flie yhalte fojour, . 

For both thei dwellin in tour : 
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As long as Youthe is in fefoh 

Theidwell^tiUiODe'mafofion: -49^5 

Delite of Youth woU have fervtce 

To do what fo he wpU dcyifc. 

And Youth is redy cirirmorc 

For to obey for fmertis et fore 

Unto Delite, and him to yeve 4990 

Her fervice while that flie maie livt$« 

Where Hide ahitte I wol the tell 
Shortily, and no while ydwelle, - " 
For thidir behoveth the to go, 
Yf Oeth in youthd the not ikr} . 4995 

Of this joHffley thdu maifte not fails* 
With her Labour and eke Travaile . ' 
I^odgid ben, with Sprowand Wo, " 
That nevir out of her court go, 
Paine and Diftrefle, Sickeneffe and Ire, 5COO 

AndMclan*coly,.that angry (irb, 
£eQ of her pale is fenatevrs, 
Groning and grutching her herbegeours : 
The day and night her to tourment • 
With cruill Deth thci hpr prefent, S^^S 

And tellin her erliche arid late 
That Death ftondeth arnlid at her gate $ 
Than bring thex to her reoiembraunce 
The foly dcdesof her cnfa»nce, 
Whiche caufin her to monme in wo 5c 10 

That youth hath her begilid fo. 
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Whichefodainlyawaieishaftttd; * 

She weped the time that ihe hath-waftcdy 

Complaining of the preteritte "■ 

And the prefent, that pat abkte/ ' • ' 5015 

And of her oldd vanite. 

That but aforne her Ihe mai< fe • 

lo the future feme fmale foconre 

To leggin her of her doloure, 

Tograunther tiriieofrepe«aane«i- jcao 

For her finnis to do penauitoe,- 

And at the laft fo her goveme, 

Ta winne the joyc that is eccrne^ f 

Tro whiche go backwarde you(h- hef orade. 

In vanice to drowaie and wads ; 5 25 

For prefent time ajiidith noifghe, 

It is more fwifte than anythmight] 

So iitill while. itflbth endure . • .'.':l. 

That there ne is compt^ netiftfiintf. <• 

But how that evir the game go, • • 5030 

Who lift love joyc and mirth alfo 
Of love, be it or he or fee, 
Orhie or lowe, who fo it b«, . 
In fnite thei feouldin *hem deiiee, 
Ther parte tjiei maie not cUie qaitc, J035 

To fave 'hem felfin hoacfte^ 
And yet full many one I fe 
Of women , fothly for to fame, 
That defirin and woujdia faipe 
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And not coveice tq go with childe ; . 

Apd if with childe thei be perchaunce, 

Thei wol it holde a grete mifchaunce; 

But what fo evir wo thei fele 

Thei wol not plainin , but concele, 5c 45 

But it be any fole or nice, 

la whome that (hamc hath no juftice ; 

For to delite echon'c thei drawe 

That haunt this worke^ both hie and lawe. 

Save fuche that arn^ worth right nought^ jbj o 

That for money wol be ybought $ 

Sache love I preifip in noi wifa 

Whan it is given for a)vetife; 

I preife no woman, though ihe* is wod<i|. . : 

That yeveth her felfe for any gode» . 505^ 

For litill ihould a man ytelle 

Of her that wil her body iell^v 

Be (he a maide or be ih^ wife» . 

That quicke wol Telle her by her lifb» 

How faire chere that evir (he make^ 5C60 

He is a wretche I undirtake 

That love fuche one, for fwete or Xourt» ' 

Though (he him called her paramoutle. 

And langheth on him , and maketh him feft^ ■ 

For certainly no fuche beft 5^6$ 

To be lovid is nat Worthy, 

Or berin the name of Drury ; 
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Non^ fliould her plefc, but he wcr wodc; 

That wol difpoilehim of his gadc i 

YctnathcleffeItr<^notfaie 5070 

That ihe for folace and for plaie 

Maic a jewil or othir thing* 

TakeofhcrloT'isfreytVfOgj ' 

But that (he aike it in no wifh^ 

Fordredeoffliameorctwretifc; 5^7^ 

And flic of hers maic Yniti eertniiiei ' 

Without fdaoiidiry^vhi agaioc. 

And joync tbcr hef tes togklir lb ' 

In love, and take and y«ve aUb t 

Trowc nat that I wollifl'*he« tWifede '" ' "' -jc^o 

Whan in ther love dierfc is 00 finhe ; 

I wol thatthe2*t<fgfidir go. 

And jloncal that ^thinidb, - 

As Curtis fhould and debooaiiv, 

And in ther love berin 'hem (kite 5 c 85* 

Withoutin vice, both he atidfte, •• 

So that alwaie in honefi« 

Fro fylly Love to kepe *hcm clerc, 

That brcnnith hcrtis with his fere. 

And that thcB love in ^ftytfrifij' 5C90 

Be dcvoide of ail c«rvetife. 

Code lovdAuittlddDgeiSdrid lie ' 

Ol'trcwe hert, jufte and fcere; • 

And not of fuche as fct ther tHoUgtit • ' ' 

To have ther lujft and ellisjioftght, - ... 50^5 
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So are thei caught ip. Lev'is bed 
Trcwly for bodily folate J 
Flelhely delite is fo prefcnt 
With the, that fet al thine encefit 
Withoutin more, what iboold I glofc ? 5 lod 

For to gcttin and have the RoCe, . 
Whiche makith the lb matt and weds 
That thou defireil none other godfe j 
But thou art not an inche the necns, 
But evre' abidefl in fotroue* and wcrre, 5 icyf 

As in thy face it is yfcne j - 
It makith the bothe pale and lene; 
Thy might, thyv^itue, gothe awaic» 
A fory geft in gode {$ie . 

Thou barborift than in thifie itme, 5 1 10 

The god of Love trha n tho« let itmt ; 
Wherforc I rede th^u fli^tehtnt oute^ 
Or he ihal grfcve the out ofd^ute, 
For to thy profite it^wol turne. 
If he no more with the fiBJovrxie* ^^1$ 

, Tn grete raifchefe and forow fonken* 
Ben hertis that of love.aine dronktny 
As thou peraventure knowen ihaU « 
Whan thou haft loft thy timt: aH, 
And fpent thy thought in idilnefTtf, 5 Z3tO 

hi wafte, and wdfal luftinefle. 
Yf thou maift live the time &o fe 
Of love for to delivered be 
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Thy time thou (halt bcwepd fbre^ 

The whiche ncvir thou maift reilore^ S^^S 

For time yloft, as men may fe. 

For Dothiog may recovered be ; 

And if thou fcape yet at theHafte 

Fro Lore that hath the fo fafte 

Yknitte and bovndin in his lace> 5 T30 

Certaine I holde it but a grace} 

For many one, as it is feine, 

Hatr^ lode and ipefit alfo in velne 

In his fervice without focour 

Body and foule, gode and trefour, 5 135 

And witte and drength, and eke richefTi, 

Of whiche thei had nevir redrefie. 

Thus taught and prechid hath Refos, 
But Love yfpilte hath her fermon, 
That was fo impid io my thoiighl * 5 140 

That her dodrine I fet at nought. 
And yet ne faide ihe hievre' a dele 
That I ne underftode it wclc 
Word^ by word? the matir all; 
But unto Love I wasfo thrall, 5^4$ 

Whiche callith ovir all his praie, 
He chafith fo my thoughtis aie. 
And holdeth mine herte undir hisfel^ 
As trufty* and trcwc as any ftclc, 
6 
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So that I no devocion - ' " 5'^5^ 

He hadde in the wife fermon 

Of Dame Refon, ne of her rede - . • 

I toke no fojour ia msoa.hcde. 

Foe all^ yede out at oj|je<erc. ■ > *j ' 

Thatinthatothif&cdidlerei. 5155 

Fully on me (be loft tiorlorc ; .. i ...:!: - 

Her fpeche me grevid.wSotuHr forc> ;.)•...;, . . 

That unto her for ire I fasde^ 

For angir as I did abraide, ; 

Dame, and is it your will «lgate 5160 

That I not love but that.J'hate 

All men, as ye me«6Mriio teche ? 

For if I do aftir yoiw fpeche, 

Siih chat you feine.loTie tsAot gode, 

Than mud I nedis fay with mode^ 5X^5 

Yf 1 it leve, in hatrid ale 

Livin, and voidin love ^iraie 

Ferrd from me a iinful wretchCy 

YhMid of alle that t<:;tchc, 

1 may not go none othir gate, 517^ 

For eithir muft I love, or hate, 

And if I hatin menvfnewe 

lAott than 4o vo i t Wot mt xcwe. 

At by your prechingiekiuth me. 

For Love nothing nc praifilh the : 5 1 7 J 

Folume FII. R 
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Yeypvegodeconnfailefikirly ^ 

That prcchith me al day that I • 

Ne ihould not l.ov'ia lore alowe ; 

He were a f ole woalde yoo not trowc 5 

In fpechc alfo ye han mc unghc 5 »*® 

j^no^ir love that knoweo it naughty 

Whiche I have herde yon not repreve t 

To love cche othir, by your lew. 

If ye would definin it me, 

I wouldin gladly here, to fe S^^S 

At the left if I mowin Icrc 

Of fopdry lovis the mancrc. 

Certis, frende, a grete folc art dion» 
Whan that thon nothing wok alow 
Whiche that I for thy profite faic ; 5 X9* 

Vet wol I faie the more in &ie. 
For I am redy at the left 
To accompiifliin thy rcqneft; 
But I n*ot where it wol aveilc ; 
^n vaine.pcrav'enturc I travaik. 5 ' 95 

liove there is in fondrie wife. 
Right as 1 (hall the here d^vife. • 
For fome love leful is and gode, 
T mene not that whiche maketh the wode. 
And bringith the in many* a fitte, 5 100 

And raviiheth fro the al thy witte, 
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It 18 fo marreilotts and qoeiat; 
With fnche loYe be no^re aquetnt. 

. Ctmmait Mmfon dtfflti^ Amfd§^ 
Love of frendflitppc alio there is 
Whiche makith no man don amis, t 5ao5 

Of wille yknitte betwjxtia two. 
That wol not breke for wele ne wo, 
Whiche long is likcl]r to conttmCy -■':''• 
VThan wil and godes ben in coidimutte, .: ' 
Groundidby Oodd?nordiBattn'lee»< ■ • • • 5216 
All whole withontift difcordaunce; • . ' . ' 
With them yholding cofflmauncd, - 
€)f al ther gode in chafite. 
That there be none exccf|>tiOQn 
Through chaunging-afenteBtiotin, .- "- "J^^i 

That eche helpe othir at tSier nede, '. * 
And wifely he&both worde and dede, >. . 
^reweofmenifigt'dcToideofflouihe, ' " 
For wit is nooght withoutin trondie^ • 
So that the t*one darejdl hiaihouf^t'' . .' 5ftiC 

Saine to his frende, a^dfparin novgbt;. ' . 
As to him felfe, without dreding 
SVTbedifcoveredrhywifayin'g) - 
For glad is that coz^muAiocin 
Whan there is none fufp^Aiona $7^% 

Betwixtin 'hem w(iime ihei wold prove. 
That trewe and peirfitewercn in love;, . 
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FornomanmaybeaiiiisUe/' '^- 

£ut if he be fo fiffine and ibble. 

That Foittmie chaunge Kim'oot' ite biiiid*, 5 230 

But that his frende alway him fiqde' ' • 

Botbe pore and ricbe in mw efiate. 

For if his frende throuj^ any^iate' ■ . « * 

Wolcomplainepfhispofverte: ' ' • 

HeihoaldnotbidcfoIong'tftKtt 5*35. 

Of his helpingidDth Idm rsqutftfy^ 

For gode dede done tl&ofOTigfa:prd(]pirrf ' ' 

Is folde and bought <» dm-i^iai- 

To hert that of gretc vdnreix^ * ' ^"v • 

For hert fulfilled of gentiUaffe if' 5*4^ 

Can evill dcmene his difire^ • « ^< <. .-. ' 

And man that woithy » JoftBaniB." 'y- ■'• "' 

To aikin oftin hath grete-fluBmi' io ^n ! j . • . . ' / 

A gode mairbrinlBith inhifl thodght' 
For ihame wh^n that he oikitlr itagj^ '9 - * * * 5 145 
He hath grete t^Hmgiit; aodctf edkh. ^ 
For his difefe wfatmfaciihal fifass^.: : ;iu ; . . 
His frende lei)3d|9t he waii^iiA te . ' r I ^ -: 
Till he preve his fts^Kte ;'-.!/ v ' "' : ■ • 

But whan that he hath foiifidra <nMi / 5*5<> 

Thattniilyisandtrewe«sftonei;"^' r 'r ' . ; • 
And hath affayid him^tadlic V. ; — r 1 -■: . r 
Andfoand^irimflbafaaaeaamtt;.- u . > . 
And of his freodihlppQ be orrtlitie^; • - . , .^ ♦ . . / 
He ihal him Pi^e bothe joie and paxne, s^SS 
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'Withoutin fhame, as^ well maic, 

For how (hould he aihamid be 

Qf inche ao on/fritt 1 colde the ? 

For whanhe wothisfetf'etthoaght ■ 59^ 

^l!lie third ihaU know therof right noiigfal^ - 

For twey in nopibre* is bet than thrc 

In every counfaile and fecre : 

Repreve he dredith oevre' a dele 

Who that bcfet his wordis wele, 5 a6 j 

For every wife man oot of drcd« 

Can kepe his tong till he fe nede. 

And foils can nut holde ther tongt; 
A fol'is belle is fone yronge ; 
Yet ihall a trewe frende doin more 5^7^ 

To helpe his felowe of his fore. 
And focour him whan he hath nedc 
In all that he may done in dede. 
And gladdir that he him plefitk 
Than his felowe that he edth : j 275 

And if he do nat his requeft 
He flial at mochil him moleft 
As his felowe, bicaufe that h« 
Male not fulfill his volunte 

All fully as he hath required. j a 80 

If both the hertis Love hath fired 

Rlij 
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Bothe joye and wj>tbri fkdk^Bpuiby' \ • ^' 

And take evinly qche hii parte,. 

Halfehisanoyeheihallittsaici,. . 7 

Andcomfortehimwhatthathotiaie^ '• i 5285 
Andofhisblifl^lAiteAailir,: .. .7 .. 
IfIoTewq^il|departidbe«. ;{ i ... . ' s^^i 
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Grcie well CHAUCER wban ye mete 

Of ditees and of foBget slode. 

The which he— made, 

The loiidc fullftUed is over all. GOWER. 

My maifter CHAUCER — chicfeptietc of Bretayne — - 
Whom all this londc fchulde of r> ght pict'cric, 
^ilh uf our langagc he was the lode-fteprc — • 
1 hat made firll to dyftylieand rayne 
'1 hegolddewedrup>*of fpccheanJ eloquence 
Into our tungc thrugh hi» cxcellc jce. LYDOATE. 

The hoiiiiur of Englifti long is dede— - 
My maylVcr CHAUCtK, fioure uf cluqueuce, 
Mirrouruf frudtuuus ciitrodemcnt, 
Univerfcl fadlr in fticncc — . 
This lundis veiraytrefuurand richerTe— .. 
The firfte fynder of our fayrelangaijc. OCCLEVE . 

Venerabill CUAUCER, priucipall pocte but pcrc, 
Hcvinly trumpet, orlcgc and re^^lcrc', 
In eloquence ba1mc,condi£l and diall, 
Mylfcy fuuntane,clereflrand,androi6ri3ll( 
0> f refche endite throw Albioun ilaud braid. DOUGLAS. 

O reverend CU A UCKK! rol'eof rcthauridall> 
A« in oure tu.ing dour imperial 
That laife in Brittane ev>r,quba reidi< right 
Thou beiris of Makers Iht triumphs royall. 
The frefche enamilt terraes celclliall; 
Thi» mater couth half illuminit full hiicht, 
"Was thou nocbt,ofour Inglisall thclit^ht, 
Surniouutiug every tuang terreAriail 
At far as Mayi's morrow dois midiiif^bt. DUNBAR. 
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But nsthclet certain 
1 caa rlglxt now bo thriftr Tate fiUiit 
JBut CHAUCEK,(tlu>ugh IM can bat Icwtdlr 
On metres aad on rlsilng craftily) 
Hath fard hem in fwlche Eagllih aa he ca» 
oroide time, «• kaowcrh maay fe maa t 
And if be have not Ay d hem, lev« brother, 
tn o book, he bhth fayd hem la knother~~ 
Xnut {> » «t wol hit lai^ Volame feke. TAL£8, Mr. 44O f .' 

Dan C U AUCER, well of EngUfli undeAl'd, 
Oa Paae*a eBtnal bcad-rOU worthy to be UM^— 
CMd Dan Gdhcy^in whofe gentle (fright 
The pure well-head of poetry did dweU—- 
He whUft he llTtd whi the fo veihlgae hca4 
Of Oiephcrttt all* 8PKNSE11. 

Old C a AUCER, like the moralagftar. 
To ut difcovers d^y fromfAr \ 
Hit light thode millft and clo«d« dlllbW'4 
Which our dark nation long involv'd } 
But he defeeadlBg to the fhadea 
Darfcacfsaplhtbeageiavadea. DENHAM. 

CHAUCER, him who firft with hannony ihform'd 
The language of our falhers~.Hb legend* blithe 
He fang of love or knighthood, or the wilea 
Of homely life,tbro' each ellau and age 
The falhiont and the fullie* uf the world 
"With conning hand portrayiBg-~«- 
Bim who in time«~—~ 
Dark and untaught begsin with charming verfb 
I'o tame the rudcnefs uf hit native land. AKENSTOE. 
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THE ROMAUNT OF THE ROSE. 

And whilom of this utiite 

Spake Tallius in a dite, 

A man ihould mz\dA his requeft 5 1 90 

Unto hisfrende that is hoQeft, 

Aad he godely ihould it fulfill. 

But it the more were out of (kill. 

And otherwife not graunt thcrto. 

Except only in caufis two. 5 295 

Yf men his frende to dethe would drive 
Let him be befy to* fave his live. 

Alfo if men woUen him aflaile, 
Of his worihip to make him faile^ 
And hindrin him of hit renoun, 5300 

JLet him with ful entendoun 
His devir done in eche degre, 
That his frendt ne fhamid b«. 

In thefe two cafis with his might, 
Taking no kepe to (kill nor right, 5 305 

As fcrre as lovftttiay him cxnife, 
TKit ought no man for to refufe. 

This love that I hive tolde to the 
Is nothing contrarie to me $ 
This wol I that thou folowe wele, 5310 

And levc the t'othir every dele; 
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This lOvc to vertuc al cntendeth, . 
The t'othir folis blent and fhcndeth; 

An othir love alfo there is 
That iis contrary unto this, SS^S 

Which defire is fo conftraioid 
That it nc is but will fainid ; 
A way fro trouth it doth fa van© • . 
Thattogodclovcit iscontrarip, ,, 

I'or it niaymith in many wife <' J3W 

Sikehertiswithfovetife; . , 
All in winning and in profile - 
Suche love yfettith his deliu : 
This love (b hangith in balauace. 
That if it Icfc his hope parchaiM)c« 532^ 

Of lucre that he* is fet upon 
It well failin ^nd quenche anQi)» . 
I'or no man niaie be amorous^ . . 
Ke in his living vertuoui, 

But if he loviu niore in mode ^ 339 

Men for 'hem felfc than for ther gOfie ;■ 
Tor love that profile doth abide- . 
Is falfe, and bidith not no ti^e : \ ■[ 

Soche love comith of Dame; rp^HfC^^" . ,>^ 
Thatlitil while wollcontuxj^fc ' r .., ' Si'35 
For it ihall chaungin wondir fyw, * 
A nd take eclips as doth the mone, ; 

Whan that (he is from us ylct 
Ihrough erth, that betwi*tin is fet 
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The fonne and her, as it may fall, S 34O 

Be it in partie or in all : . . . 

The ihado we makith her hemes merke^ 

And her homis to ihewin derke 

That part where (he hath loft her light 

Of Phcbus fully and the fight, ^ 5 3 45 

Till whan the (bado^e* is bvir pafte , . 

She* is enlumined ageia as faftc 

Through the brightnes of th^ fonne hemes. 

That ycvith to* her agaiue her lemes 2 

That love is right of Aiehe nature, Jr350 

Now is it faire and now obfcure, 

Kow bright, now clipfy of niancre. 

And whilom dimme and whilom clere, . : 

As fone as poverte ginnith take, 

With mantil and with wedis blake 535 JL 

Hidith of love the light away. 

That into night it toumith day. 

It may not fein Richcfie ihine 

Till that the blacke ihadowis fine. 

For whan that Richr 0e ihinith bright $3^0 

I^ovc recovereth ayen his light. 

And whan it failith he wol flit. 

And as (he greveth fo grevith it. 

Of this love herith what I faie : 
The riche men are ylovid ale, . S5^S 

And namely tho that fparande bene, 
That wol not waihc ther'hertiaclene 
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Of the filthc nor of 4ihc vice 
Of gredy brenning avarice. 

The riche min lul fonde is i-wi» > 53 70 

That wenith that he lovid is ; 
If that his here it .wider (lode 
It isQot he ; it is his gode : 
He may wel wethi in his thought 
His gode is loved andhe right nooght I • 5375 

For if he be a nigardeeke 
Menwolnotietbyhimaleke^ • • 

But hatin him, this is the ibthc. 
Lo what profite his catii dothe ! . 
Of every man that may him fc 5 j8o 

It getteth hina^noQght bat enmite^ - 
But he amende him of that vice, 
And know himfelfe he is not wiie« 

Certis he Ihould aie frendly be 
To get him love, alfo ben fre, 5385 

Or els he is not wife ne lage. 
No more than is a|tote ramage« 
That he not lotith his dede provetb^ 
Whan he his richeife fo well ioveth 
That he wol hide it aie and fpare, $ 39® 

His potd frendis fene forfare^ 
To kepin aie his ill purpofe^ 
Till that for drede his eyin dofe^ - • 
And til a wickid deth him take 
Him had levir xfondrc fhakc, 539; 
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And let al* his limmes.a fondre Htc, 

Than leve his richefTe in his live ; 

He thlnketh to part it with fio tnin ; 

Certain no love is in him thaHy- . 

For how (hould lowe within hiln be ' 5400 

Whan in his heft i« no pitc ? 

Tlwfct he trefpafirbwell I watc,: 

For eche man kno^with his efiat^^ * 

For wel him ought to bb rapraved 

That lovith nought ne is not loved^- ' '- '54C5 

But fithe we arncto Fortune camen,'." '■ 
And hath our fermon ofher oomea, • 
A wondir will I tdl the now, 
Thou herdiftiieiefiKhe one i t£dw; 
1 n'ot where thou me levin ftall, 54IO 

Although fothfaftencfle it be an. 
As itiswrittin, andaibthe, . "' . ' • '; 
That unto men more profit&dothe 
The frowarde fortune and cont^re 
Than doth the fot^-anddcbbnatre; * • 5415 
Andifthethinkeitiadoutab^?, ' 
It l» through argument provable, 
For Fortune debobaire and Mte 
Yfalfith and begilith ofte, 

Forlicheamothieibficancberiflie,' ' >• '''54^0 
And milkin as dothe a nonce j' • 
A«dofhergo(ie'to.iBmydeIes, • 
And yeveth 'hetnpstteof herjovdes, . ■ 
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With grete richis and dignite, 

And 'hem (he hoteth ftabilite 5425 

In a ftate that it aothing (table, 

But chaunging aie and variable, 

"And fedith *hem with glory veine. 

And woridely blifTe nothing certeinc t 

Whan (he 'hem fettith on hdr whele 5430 

Than wenin thet to he righ^ wele^ 

And in fo ftable ftjice withall 

That nevir thei wene for to fall ; 

And whan tljei fette fo high to be 

Thei wene to have in certainte 5 435 

Of hertly frendis to griste nombre. 

That nothing might ther ftate encombre ; 

Thei trnft 'hem fo on every fide, 

Wening with 'hem thei woold abide 

In every perill and mifchauace 5 44^ 

Withoutin chaunce 01* variaunce 

Both^ of catil and of gode, 

^O^ alfo for to fpesde ther blode. 

And al ther membri9'fbr to fpill,. ' ' ' 

Onily to fulfill ther. will : 5445 

Thei maken it whole in many wife. 

And hotin 'hem ther full fervice; 

How fore fo that k do 'hem fmerte 

Into ther very nakid iberte; 

Herte and hande alfo whole thei give, §430 

For allthe tii^c Unt the! may Hve, 



,d by Google 



TAS ItOMAUNT Or TBI KOSX. tt 

So that with this ther flatiry 

Thei makiti f olis glorifie 

Ooely of ther wordis fpeking, 

Andhanchereofarejoyfingy 5455 

And trow *hein as the E vangile ; 

And it is al falihede and gile» 

As thei ihal afteryrardis fe ; 

Whan thei arne fal in poverte, . 

And ben of gode and catil bare, 54^0 

Than (hould thei fene who frendis ware, 

For of an hundrid certainty. 

Nor of a thoufande f ul fcarfly, 

Ne (hall thei finde unnethis one 

Whan poverte is comen apon. 54^5 

For thus Fortune that I of tell, 
Wi^ men whan that her lufl to dwell, 
Maketh *heni to lefe ther conifaunce. 
And noriiheth*hem in ignoraunce. 

But frowarde Fortune and perverfe, 54 79 

Whan high eftates (he doth reverfe, 
And makith*hem to toumble doune 
Of her whele with a fodaine toume. 
And from ther richcfTe dothe 'hem fle. 
And plongith 'hem in poverte, 547 $ 

As a ftepmothir envious, 
And laieth a plaiftir dolorous 
Unto ther hertis woundid egre, 
Whichc is not tempprcd with •wftegrc, 
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But with poverte* aod ind(^nce^ ' 5480 

For to ihcwc by experience 

That flic is Fortune verilic, 

In vrhom no man ne fliouid affie. 

Nor in her yeftis have fiaunce, 

She is fo ful of variaunce. 54^^ 

Thus can flie makin hie and lowe. 
Whan thei from richefie arndthfow^y 
Fully to knowin without wer6 
Frende of afTeAe and frende of ch«re, 
And whiche in love weren trew atfd ftabk, 5 4 9*> 
And whiche alfo weren variable, 
Aftir Fortune ther goddeife, 
la poverte*, eithir in richeffe, 
For all that ycveth here out of drcde 
Unhappe yberich it in dede, S40S 

For Infortune lette not one 
Of frendis whan Fortune is gone, 
I tnene tho frendw that woll fle 
Anone as entrith poverte ; 

And yet thei wol not levc *hem fo, 5S0O 

But in cche place where that thei go 
Thei callin 'hera wretche, fcorne, and blame. 
And of ther miihappe *hem diffame. 
And namely fuche as in richeffe 
Pretcndith mofte of ftabtelicffe, 5 JO5 

Whan that they fawc *hem fet on Ipfte, 
And werin of 'hem fucourcd oftc, 
5 
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And mode ihoipe io aU tfaer niede. 

But now chei ta^.nomanir hede, 

But feine in voice of flatirie 55^^ 

That now appereth thcr felie 

Oyir4il wher io that thei fare. 

And finge, Go, farewel, Feldefare. 

Alle fuche frendit I be&rewe. 
For of trewe frendes there be to fewe, S5^S 

But fothfaft frendes, what fo betide, - 
In every fortune woUen abide ; 
Thci han thcr hcrtes in fuche noblelTe 
That thei n'il love for no richeffc, 
Nor for that Fqjttune may 'hem fende 5 5 to 

Thei wollen 'hem focour and defende, 
And)chaungin for fafte ne for fore ; 
Fur who hib frende lo veth e virmore, 
Though men drawe fweitiUhim to ilo, 
Thei may not hewc tjier love a two ; SS'^S 

But if in cafe that I (halliay, 
For pride and ire \c(c it he may, 
And for reprove by uicete, . / 

And difcovering of privite 

With tonge woupding, as felon, 5.5 30 

Through vtrneniouffiiietraccioo . 

Frcnde in this cafe wol gon his way. 
For nothing grevc him more ne may, 
And for nought clli» wol he fie 
If he love in ftabilite^ 5535 

Fohtre rUL B 
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And certaiiie he is well begone 

Among a thoufande chat findeth one^ 

For there ne may be no richefib 

Ayenft fr cndfhip of worthiccffe. 

Fur ic ne may fo high attaine 5540 

As may the valoure, fothe to iaine. 

Of him that lovith trewe and Well : 

Frendihip is more than is catell. 

For frende in cource aie b^ttir is 

']'han peny is in purfe certis^ 5545^ 

And than is Fortune mi&apitig, " : 

Whan upon men (he is fabling 

Thorough miftorning of her chaunce. 

And cailith 'hem out of bakunce. 

She maketh through her adverfite SS5^ 

Men f ul and clerjy for to £b . 
Him that is frende in exiilence - 
From him that if by apparence, 
For infortune makith anonG 

To know thy frendis fro thy fone S5SS 

By experience right as it i9» 
The whiche is more to praife i»-wt» 
Than in muche richefie and trdbuTi 
For more depe profite and vabar 
Poverte', and fnche adverfite ^S ^^ 

Before, than doeth profperitc^ 
For that one yevith conifaniice. 
And t'othir gevith ignoraunce* 
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And thus iu.poTeftc* f 6 in dede 
Trooth^ declarid fro falfliede, SS^^S 

For faint freod'iH it wal declare, . / 
And trewe alfo, what way they fare; 
For whan he yras is his richeife 
Thefe frendis ful of doubienfiTe 
Offirid him in njeny wife 5 5 70 

Thcr hertc and body, and fervicc, 
What would he then have you to' hav« bought 
To knowio opioly ther thought. 
That he now hath fo derely fene ? 
The laffc begiled hedkould have bene 5 5 75 

And he had than percfivid it, 
Bat Richeife n*olde not let him wit ; 
Wei more avanntage doeth him than, 
$ithe that it maketh Kim a wife man, 
The great mifchefe that he pcrccvcth SS 8© 

Than doeth richdTe, that him deceveth : 
Richeife riche n^ ymakith nought 
Him that on trefour fette his thought, 
For richeife ftonte in fuffifauncc, 
And nothing ilonte in haboundaunce, 53 85 

For fuffifaunce all onily 
Makith mcnne to live richily. 

For he that hath but mitchis tweine, 
Ne value in his whole demeine, 

Bij 
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JLivethmoreatefe, andmoreisriehe, S59^ 

Than doith he iwhiche that is chiche, ' ' 

And in his barne hath, foth to faine, 

An hundrid ma^is of whete graine, 

Though he be chapman or marchaunt, • • 

And have of golde {nany befaunt, ' ■ 5595 

For in the getting he* hath fiiche wo, 

And in the keping drede alfo. 

And fette ere more his befinefie 

Fcr to cncrefe and nat to lefllc, ' 

For to augment and multiply; j6c6 

And though onfa'epes that lie htm by, 

Yet ne vir {hall make his richefis 

Affeth unto his gredinefle ; 

But the pore man that retchith nonghc 

Save of his livetpde in his thoaght, 5 605 

Whkhe that he getteth with his travaile. 

He dredith nought that it ihall faile, . 

Though he have little world^is gode. 

Mete and drinkc, and eiie fode, - ' < 

Upon his travaile and living, J 6 10 

And alfo fuffifauQt clothing. 

Or if in fickeneffe that he fall, 

And lothe mete and drinke witfaaQ, 

Though he have not his mete to buic, 

He fhall bethinke him haftily 5^15 

To put him out of all daungere, 

That he of mete hath no miftere, 
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Or that he maie vith'lictle eke 

Be foundin while that he Is feke, 

Or that men (hall him Kerne in haile 5620 

To live till his fickenefTe be pafte 

Unto fome maifondewe btfide: 

He cafte nought what fhall him betide; 

He Chinkith nought that evre* he (hall 

Into any fickenefTe yfaU. ' ^62^ 

And though it fall, M it maia be^ 

That all betinie fparin (hall he 

As mokill as (hall to* him fuffice 

While he is fickc in any wife, 

He doith for that he woH be 3 630 

Contentid with his poverte 

Withoutin nede of any man : 

So moche in little have he can 

He is apaide with hU fortone, 

And for he n*ill be importune ^6$$ 

Unto no wight ne onersons, 

Nor of ther godeffe covetous. 

Therefore he fpareth, it mai« weU ben. 

His pore eftate for to fci^ne. 

Or if him lufte qot for to fpare, 5 640 

But fuiTrith forthe as nat yet ware, 
At lafte it happeneth, asr it m«ie. 
All right unto his lafte dtie^ 

Biij 
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And take the worlde as it would be; 

For evir in hcrte thinkith he . 564J 

The fonir that Deth him yflo . . 

To paradife the fonir go 

He (hall, there for to live in bliiFc 

Where that he (hall no godis tniffc : 

Thidir he hopeth God (hall him fende 5650 

Aftir this wretchid liv*is ende. 

Pythagoras Himfelf rcherfes. 

In a boke that The Goldin Verks ' 

Is cleped, for the nobilite 

Of the honorable dite, s^SS 

Than whan thou goeft thy body-fro 
Fre in the ayre thou (halt up ga, . . 
And levin all humanite, 
And purely live in diete. 

He is a fole withoutin were 5 660 

That trowith have his countrey here. 

In yerth is not our countere, 
That maie thefe derkis feine and fe 
In Boece of Confolacion, 

Where it is makid «Aencion 5 66$ 

Of our contre plaine at the eye 
By teching of philofophie, 
Where leude men mightid lerin wit^ 
Who fo that would traoflatin it. 
If he be fuche that can well live 5 670 

Aftir his reot^ mai« him yeve, 
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And not defirith more to have 

Than maie fro povorte him fave. 

A wifeman faied, as we maie fene, 

k no man wretched but he it trenci 5^75 

Be he a king, knight, or ribaude : 

Many* a ribapde i» merie' and baude 

That fwinketh and berith daie and ni^t 

Many a burthin of grete might. 

The whiche doith him lafle ofience 5 6 80 

For that he f ufFrith in padence : 

Thei laugh and daim^e, thei trippe and iing. 

And laie nought up for ther living. 

But in the taverne all difpendeth 

The winning whh^e that God 'hem fendeth ; 5685 

Than goeth he fardils for to here 

With as gode chere as he did'ef c : 

To fwinke and travaile* he notfainith. 

For to robbin he difdainith, 

But right anon afi;e]^ his fwinke 569a 

He goeth to taverne for to dttnke. . 

AU^tjhefeareridiejnhibonndaimCc .... 

That can thus bavin fuffiiannce ^ 

Well more than can an uferere. 

As God wdlknbwith; without were) 5695 

For *an ufurere, fo God mefe. 

Shall nevir for richeife riche be, - , . 

But er more pore andiixdigent,' . ... 

Scarce^andgi^yuihi^^nteiit.'..: . 
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For fothe it is, whom it difpicfe, ' '570b 

There maie no marchaunt live at cfe, • 
His herte in foche a where is fet 
That it quicke brennith for to get> ' 
Ne nevir ihall though he hath getten. 
Though he have golde in gamin ystcb, j 705 

For to be nedy he dredeth fore, 
Wherefore to gettin more and more - 
He fet his herte and his defire i 
So bote he brennith in the fire 
OfcovetifC) that makcth him wods 57rQ 

To purchace othir mennis gode. 
He undirfongith a grete pain 
That uqdieEtsketh to drinke up Sa3n> 
For the more that he driokith aie - 
The more he le vith, fothe to faie. • 5 7 15 

Thus is the thi^nft of &lfe getting, 
That lade evir in coviting,- 
And the anguiihe and the diftrefSe, 
With the fire of grediaeiTef : 
She fightith with. him Aie and ftriveth,! - ^ytt 
So that his herte a fondir riv«th t 
Soche gredincfTe him ^iiailith 
That whan' he mofte hath mofte he failithi^ ' 

Phificiens and advocates' 
Goin right by the fanje yalies ; ' ' 5 7*5 

Thei fell therfciencefpr winning, 

And haunte ther crsSiA fbrgrett getting ; . , ■ 
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Thatif amao faliipfickenefle' - <' ' ♦ ' " 

Thei are full glad ioj: thcr encrcoe, • • 5 73© 

Forby therwillwithoutiii'lcfe ..: ' .. ; ^ 

Everiche man fhouldiabeieke ; 
ThoughtheidietheifetnotaiBke;!' * » 

Aftir whan thei the golde have take ■ 
Full little care for 'hem thei fntke:< ^5 735 

Thei 'woald fowertic-werc ficke-at oses^ . 1 •• •■ 
Ye, two hundrid, in ^eflie and holies,.- . • 
And yet two thoufande, as I geflci ■[ ' 
For to encrefin ther richefle. ' ^. ,\. ' 

Thei woU not worchin in no 'wif<i 5 740 

But for lucre and GOTCtife, 

For phiiicke ginnitKfirft by (phi) 

The phiiicien aUb fottily ; 

And (ithen it goeth frO'fie to fie . • * 

To truft on *hem ii is folie, ♦ • 5745 

For thei n*ill in no maoir gre 

Doin right nought for charitd. « 

Eke in the fame fc6^c ire fet ' ^ ; : 

All tho that prechin.for to get • . • i ' 

Worihips, and honour, and richefTe ; 5 750 

Thcr hertis amc in grete difircife 

That folke livin not holily. 

But abovin all fpecially 

Soche as yprechix^ ycinglorie, 

And towarde God have JiqinemVie,.' .. . • 5755 
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But forthe as ipocritis trace, 

And to cher fniiHs deth porehaoe, • 

And OQtward fhewing; holinefie; 

Though thei be full of curfidneflb 9 

Nat liche to the apoftlis twchwy j 760 

Thei dece ve othir and *hem ifel^e : 

Begilid U the gilir than 

For prechifig of a cuHid man : 

Though it t^eefcirinflie profite 

Himfelf it avai]eth not a mite, 5 765 

For oft gode predipacioim 

Cometh of evill entencioun : 

To him nat availkhiiiftprcching, 

All helpe he othir with his techhi>^, 

For where thei gode example take ' J770 

There is he with Teinglorie flialte. - 

> But letkus levin theft prechoarti • 

And fpeke of *hera that in ther tbor» 

Hepe up ther golde and f aft yfliet. 

And fore thereon ther heitie fet i ' 51 J 5 

Thei neithirlovin God nedrede}' • 

Thei kepin more than it h nede, 

And in ther baggit fore it binde ' 

Out of the funne and of tshe winde ;- " 

Thei puttin up more than i^edc wate 57^0 

Whan thei fene povir folk forfare, 

For hnngre die, and for cold quake; 

^pd'(:ao well vengcaiuiot dk^eof take ;- 
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The grete mifchivis 'hem aifailcth, • 

And thus in gadring aie travaHeeli ; 5 785 

With mochil pain thei winne Hch^flc, • • 

And drede *hem holdith in diflrefle 

To kepin that thei gathir fad : 

With forowe thei Icve it at laft. 

With forowe thei bothe die and live 5790 

That unto richeffe ther hertes yevc. 

And in dcfaute of love it is, 

As it fliewith full well iwis. 

For if thefe grcdy, fothe to fame, 

Lovidin and were loved againe, 5795 

And godc love reignid ovir all, 

Soche wickidnelfe ne (hould yfall. 

But he fhouldyeve that mofle gode had 

To 'hem that weren in nede beilAd, ■ 

And live withoutin We ufare, j 800 

For charite full clene and pure ; 

If thei *hem yeve unto godeneiife. 

Defending' 'hem from idilneffe, 

In all this worlde than povir none 

We ibouldin fixide I trowe not one. 5S05 

But chaungid is this worlde tinftable, 

For love is ovir allvendable: 

We fe that no man lovith now 

But for his winning and for prowej 

And love is thrallid in fervage 5 8 10 

Whan it is folde for aTauntage ; 
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Yet women woli ther Ikodies fell t ■ 
Sochje foules goitl> (x> ilhe devill o^heil. 

Whan Love ^adifolde 'hem hiiieotent 
The baronage to Q0Unfaite. went.: .. ♦ 5^1^ 

In many fentencis thei;fill,i ., • 
And diverfly thei faiedther wiU^> 
But aftir difcordftfehei accorded. 
And ther accordeto LoveTecordcd r 
Sir, faidin thei, we ben at one, 5820 

By even accorde of e verlcbone j , 
dut take RicheiTc ailanily> 
J'hat f worn e hath fulUiautcinly 
That fhe the caflill n*ill afTaile, 
Nefmiteaftrokei^lthisbittaUe:! . ' ^. 5825 

With darte n^ fnacew «e fpere. nd kniio^ ' 
For man that fpe^th or herith life, 
And-blamith your emprife iwi3, - 
And from our hofle departid is. 
At left^ waie, as in (his pike, 5830 

So hath {he this man in diCpite; . . 
For fhe faieth he ne loved her never/ 
And therefore fhe woll hate htm crer ; 
For he woll gathii" no treforc . 
He hath her wrathe for eVirmore ; - 5 835 

He* agilte her nere in othir cafe, 
Lo here all wholly his trefpafe! 
She faieth well that this oUiir daie 
He aikcd her leve to gone the waie 
4 
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That is clepid to moche yeving, 3 840 

And fpake full faice in his pray ing. 
But whan he praied her pdore was he^ 
Therefore flic warned him the ciitf e, 
Nc yet is he not thrivin fo 

That he hath getten a penic 5* two 3845 

That quietly* is his owne ifl holde.: 
Thus hath Richcffc us all ytolde, :. .. 

AodwhanRicht(^eusthkre<t^rd6d . 
Wichoutin her we hen acorded. ' 

Andwefindelnottraccordaunce 58^0 

That Falfc Scmblaiit and Abftinaunce ^ 
With all the Wke of thcf battaitej • 
Sh uli at the hindir gate aflaile 
^That Wickid Tong hath in hcpJng, . 

With his Normans full of jaagllngj ' ^ 5855 
And with 'hem Curtcfie aad JLargclfei 
That IhuUin Ihcwe ther hawdinefl^ • 
To the old wife thai kept fo liard 
Faire Welcoming within her \tard, 
Than fliallDelite and WeH-Ffcling ' j86o 

Yfondin Shame ad<Hi'ii to bt-fng 
With all her hofte-wly and late, - 
Thei fliuli aflailin that ilke gate; 
Ayenift Dredc fliall Hardinefle 
Aflaile and alfo SikimclTc, 3 865 

With all the folke of ther leding, 
That nevir wifte what was flaying. 

Volume Kill, C 
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Fraunchife ihall fight and eke Pite 
With Daungir full of cruilte. 

Thus is your hofte ordainid wele ; 5S70 

Doune ihall the caflill every dele 

If everichedoe hisentent, * ; 

So that Venus ybc prefent, 

Your mothir, full of veflelage, 

That can inough pf foche uiage ; .5 875 

Withoutio her maie no wight fpede 

This werke neithir for worde ne dede, 

Therefore is gode ye for her fende, 

For through her maie this worke amende. ' 

Lordinges, my mothir the goddes, 5S80 

That is my ladie and maiftres, 

Ne is nat all at my willing, 

Ne doeth nat all my defiling ; 

Yet can fiie fometime doen labour 

Whan that her lufte in my focour, 5 88j 

A> my nede is for to atcheve. 

But now I thinke her nat to greve : 

My mothir is ihe', and of childhede 

I both worihip her and eke drede. 

For who that dredith fire ne dame 589O 

S^all it abie in bodie* or n ame : 

And nathelefie yet conn^ we 

Bendc aftir her if ncdc ybp, 
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And were (he nigh (he commtn wold; 

I trowe that nothing might her hold. 5^95 

My mothir is of grete prowefie. 
She hath tane many a fortrefle 
That coil hath many' a pound er this 
There I n'as not prefent iwis. 
And yet men faled it was my dede : 5 9C0 

But I come nevir in that ftede, 
Ne me ne liketh, fo mote I the. 
That foche tours ben ytake with me; 
For why ? me thinkjeth that in no wife 
It maie be cleped but Marchaundife* 59^5 

Go buie alourfir blacke or white. 

And paie therefore, than art thou quite : ^ . 

The marchaunt owjth the right nought 

Ne thou him whan thou hail it bought. 

I woU not felling qJepc Yeving, 59'© 

For felling aiketh no guerdoning; 

Here lithe no thanke.ne no merite. 

That one goch Xrom that othre* all quite; 

But this felling is not fembUble; 

For whan his horfe is in the ilable 5915 

He maie it fell again parde. 
And winnen on it, foche happe maie be, 
All maie the manne iiat lefe iwis. 
For at the leil the ikinne is bis; 

Cij 
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Or ellls, if i^fo betide 5946 

That he woU kcpc his hoife taridc, 
Yet is he lorde aie of hit horfe ; 
But thilkc chafare is well worfe ' 
There Venus entfcmetith ought. 
For who fo foche chafFare hath booght 5^15 

He ihall not worchin fo wifely ' 
That he ne fliall lefe uttirty 
Bothe his money and his chaffare; 
But the fellir of thilka ware 

The prife and profitc havin fhall; 5^30 

Certaine the buier (hall lefe all, 
For he ne can fo dere it huie 
To have lordlhip ajad full maiftrie, 
Ne bavin power to make letting 
Neither for y«|te nc for preching, ;^^j 

That of his chtiFare xnaugre his 
An other ihall have a$ moehe iwi«, 
If he woll yeve as nnoche as he, 
Of what countrey fo that he be. 
Or for right oonght, fo happe ymaie, 5940 

If he can flattir her to* her paie. 

And ben than foche marchauntis wife? 
NO) but folis in every wife : 
Whan thei buie foche thing wilfully 
There thei lefe ther gode folily ; 5945 

But natheleffe this dare I faie. 
My mothir is not wont to paie, 
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For ihe* is neithlr fo fole ne nice 

To cntrcmctc her of foche vice; 

But truftith well he (hall paie all 595O 

That repente of his hargaine fhall. 

Whan Poverte* put him in diftrefle, 

All were he fcholir to Richefle, 

That is for me in grete yerning 

Whan fhe ai&nteth to my willing* 5955 

But by my mothir Saind Venos, 

And by her fathir Saturous, 

That her engendrid by his life, 

But nat upon his weddid wife. 

Yet woU f more unto you fwere, 5960 

To makin this thing the furerr. 

Now by that fatthe and that beaute 
That I owe to* all my brethrin fic^ 
Of whiche there n*is wight undir heven 
That can ther fadir*s namis neven, 5 965 

So divers and many there be 
That with my inothre* have be piive, 
Yet woU I fwejre for fikimefle 
The pole of belle to my witnefTe, 
Now drinke i not this yere clarre 5970 

If that I lie or forfworne be, 
For of the goddes the ufage is 
That who fo him forfwereth amii 

C iij 



,d by Google 



$0 THE ROMAUNT OF THE ROSl. 

Shall that yere drinksn no clarre. 

Now have I fworae inoogh parde ; 5975 

If I forfwere than am I lorne; 
But 1 well nevir be forfwornc, , 
Sithe Rlcheflc hath me failid here 
She ihall abie that tr^fpas dcre 
At left^ waie but T her hanne '59^0 

With fwerde, or fpgrth, or with-gifatme. 

For certis fithe (he loveth not tne. 
Fro thilke time tha( flie male fe 
The caftill and the toore to fliake. 
In forie time fhe ihall awake ; 598; 

If 1 maie gripe a riche man 
I Ihall fo pulle him if i can 
That he ihall in a few fteundia 
Lefe all his markea and his poundis. 

I ihall him make his pons ont fling 5990 

But that thei in his gamir fpring; 
Our maidins fhall eke plucke him fo 
7 hat him (hall nedin fethira roo. 
And make him feQ hit londe to fpende 
But he the bet conne him defende. 5 995 

Pore men ban made ther lorde of me ; 
Although thei nat fo mightie be 
I'hat thei maie fede mo in delite 
I woll not have *hem in difpite : 
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Ko gode man hateth *hein as I gefie, 6co6 

For chinche and felann it Richrfle, 

That fo can thafe*hem and difpife, 

And *hem defoak in fondrie wife : 

Tbei loven full bette^ fo God me fpcde, 

Than doith the riche chinchy grede, 6ocy 

And ben (in gode faith) more flable, 

And troir and more ferriabie, 

And therefore it fuffifith me 

Ther gode hertis and thcr beaute : , 

Thei ban on me fet all ther thought, 601O 

And therefore I foryetc *hcm nooght. 

I woU *hcm bring in grcte noblefie, 
If that I were god of Richefle, 
As I am god of Love fothely, 
Soche ruthc upon ther plaint have I ; 6c 15 

Therefore I mofl his fuccour be 
That painith him to fervin me. 
For if he deied for love of thit 
Than femeth in me no love there ii. 

Sir, faied thei, fothe is every dele 6010 

That ye rehcrce, and wc wotc welc 
Thiike othe to holde is refonable, 
For it is gode and coveaable 
That ye on riche men ban yfworne; 
For, Sir, this wotc we well beforile, 6o»J 

If riche men doin you homaga 
That is as folis doen outrage; 
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But ye ihuU not forfworneybe, 
Ne let therefore to drinke clarrie. 
Or piment makid freihe and newe ; 6030 

JLadies ihull *hem foche pepir brcwe 
If that thei fall into ther laas 
That thei for wo mowe faine Alas! 
Ladies (hullen ere fo curteisbe 
~ That thei (hall qaite your othe all fre; 6035 

Ne feketh nevir othir vicaire, 
For thei ihaJl fpekt with *hem fo fsure 
That ye ihall holde ybu paled full wele^ 
Though ye yon medle nere a dele. 
Let ladies worqhin with ther thinget, 6040 

Thei ihall *hem tell fo Mc tidingw. 
And move fo many requeftis. 
By flatterie, that not honefi is. 
And thereto yeve'hem foche thaokinges, 
What with kiffing and with talktnges, 6045 

That certis if thei trowid be 
Shall nevir leve *bem londe ne fe 
That it n*ill as the mod>le fare. 
Of whiche thei firil delivered are. 
Now maie you tell us tLli your wtU, 6050 

And we your heilis (hall fulfiU. 

But'Falfe Semblant dare notior drede 
Of you, Sir, medle* him of this dedc. 
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For he faith that ye' ben his fo. 

He ii*ot if ye woU worche him wo ; ^05 j 

Wherefore we pr&ie yo« ail, beau Sire, 

Thai ye foryeve htm now your ire, 

And that he maie dwell as your man 

With Abftinence his derc lemman : 

This our accorde and our will now. 6c6o 

Parfei, faicd Love, I graunt ic you 
I W(J1 well holde him for my man ; 
Now let him come : and he forthe ran. 

Falfe Semblant, (qaod Love) in this wife 
I take the here to my fervice, 6c6j 

That thou our frendis helpe alwaie, 
And-hindre*hem nelthir night ne date,' 
But doe thy might 'hem to relere. 
And eke our enemies that thoo greve : 
Thiue be this might ; I graunt it the $ 6070 

My king of Harlotes (halt thou be : 
We woll that thou have foche honours 
Certain thou art a falfe traitour^ 
And eke a thief; iithe thou were borne 
A thoufande times thou art forfworne : ^75 

But natheleife in our bering, 
To put our folke out of doubting, 
I bidde the teche 'hem, woft thou how ? 
By fome generall iign^ now, 

In what place thou ibalt foundin be 6c to 

If that men had miftir of the, 
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And how men fhall the bed efpie. 
For the to knowe is grete maiilrie : 
Tell in what place is thine haunting. . 

Sir, I have fully divers wonning 6085 

That I kepe notircherfid be. 
So that ye would refpitin me. 
For if that I tell yoa the fothe 
I male have harme and fliame bothe : 
If that my felowes wiftin it 6099 

My talis Ihouldin me be quit, 
For certali^e thei would hate me 
If er I knewe ther cruelte, 
For thei would ore all hold 'hem ilill 
Of trothe that U again ther will : 6095 

Soche talis kepin thei not here ; 
I might eftfone buie it full dere 
If I faied of *hem any thing 
That difplefith to ther hering. 
For what wordethat 'hem prickcth or blteth 6loo 
In that worde none of *hem deliteth» 
All were it goipell the' Evangile, 
That would reprove 'hem of ther gilc, 
For thei arc cruill and hautain ; 
And this thing wote I well certain^ 6105 

If 1 fpeke ought to paire or loos 
Your courte fball not fo wcU be cloos 
Tha& thei ne fhall wite it at laft : 
Of gode men am I nought agaft. 
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For thci woll taken on 'hem nothingr. 6lxo 

AVhan that thei kaqwe all my meoihg) 

3ut he that woU it on him take 

He woll himfelf fofpecioiUis make 

That he his life let coviiftly . 

In Gile and in Ypocrifie, 611$ 

That me' engendrid andyavo foftrlng** 

Thei made a full go<|e eogcndring, 
(Quod Love) for whofofothly tcii - . 
Thei engendrid the di veil of helL 

But nedely, howfoere it be, • ' , :6xao 

(Quod Love) I will and chai^ge the. 
To tell anon thy wonning pUcis 
Hering eche wight that in this place iflj 
And what life thoi^li-viftaifo. 
Hide it no lengir now; whereto ? . .. 6x25 

Thou muft difcovre* all thy worchiog, 
How thou fer vift , and of what thing , 
Though that thou ihouldeft for thy foth<>faw . 
Ben all to-betin and to-drawe, 
And yet art thou not wont pardc ; 6130 

But nathelefle though thou betin be 
Thou (halt not be the firft that io» 
Hath for fothfawe yfuifrid wo. 

Sir, fithe that it mate likin you. 
Though that I ihould be flain right now,. 61 3$ 

I fhall doen your commaundement, 
For thereto have I gretc talent. 
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• Withoutin wordis mo right than 

Falfe Semblant hia fermon began , 

And faied*hem thus in audience: . 6l4<^ 

Barons, take hade of my ientepce. 
That wight that lift to hsLwt knowing 
Offklfe Semblant, full of ilatt'riog, ' 
He muft in worldly folk« him feks. 
And certis in the cloiAin eke i . . 6145 

I won no where but in 'hem twaie*} - 

But not like evin, fothe to laie : 

Shoi3tly, I woll herberowe mi . 

There I hope beft to hulftridlae; •- 

And certainly likereft hiding 6 f 5 ^ 

Is undirneth htunbliil clothi|i^. 

Religious folke ben full Qovort, 
Seculer folke ben mbtt appert ;. 
But natheleiT&l woll not blame 
Religious folke, ne 'hem diffame, ^^SS 

In what habite that er thei gp ; 
Religion humble' and true alfo 
WoU I not blamin ne difpife, 
But I n'ill love it in no wife ; 

I mene of falfe religious^ 6160 

That flout ben and malicious, 
That wollin in an habite go ■ 
ActcTfettin not ther herte therto. 

Religious folke ben all pitous, 
'^ou Ihalt not fene one difpitous; 6x65 
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Thei lovin no pride ne no ftrifc, * 

3ut'humbly the! woll led« ther Ufa, 

With whiche folke woU I nevir be,' 

And if \ dwell I fainc me 

I maie wellinthtrhabirego; • > 4 1 70 

But me were lever my ikccke a tWd 

Than let a purpofe that ( take. 

What covenaiuu thu er I make. 

I dwell with 'hem that proudeyhe, 
And full of wiles and fubtilte, - ^^ 75 

That worlhip of this worlde coveitcn, ' 
Andgretd nede cennin ezpleiten, 
And gon and gadrio grete pitaiiAces, 
And purchafe'hem'the acqueimaUBces 
Of men that mightit life maie ledca, 6189 

And fainc *heni pore, and 'hem felf kdeti 
With godc morcils delicious, 
And drinkin gode wine precious. 
And prcche us povert and diflreffe. 
And fifhin'hem felf grete richeife 6 1 85 

With wily nettis that thei cad : 
It woll come foule out at the lad. 

Thei ben fro clene religion went ; 
Thei make the worlde an argumeiit 
That hath a foule conclajion : 6X90 

I h^ve a robe of religion, 
Thali am I all religious : 
This argument is all roignous ; 

roiumc rm. d 
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It is not worth a crokid brerc : . . 
Habiteneniakit^'nionke nefrt^re, ^^95 

But dene life an4^vocioii / 
Makith gode men of religien. • 

Nathelefle there can none ftnfwcrej 
How high that enJii» hedde Jbe fiiere > 
^Vith rafour whettid nerc fo kfilBe^ 6aoo 

That gile in braunchts cutte thttrtene. 
There can no v^ight dtftind it fo 
That he dare faie a word thereto* 

But what h^bVow that ere I take. 
Or what fernblaunt that cr I make, 62C5 

I niene but gile, and folowe that. 
For right no more than Gibbe our cat 
( That awaiteth mice and ratt^s to kiUen ) 
Ke entende I but to begilen : 

Ne no wight maie by my clothing 6aiO 

Wete with what folke is my dwelling, 
Ne by my wordis yet parde, 
$0 foft and fo plefaunt thei be. 

Beholde the dedis that I doe, 
But thou be blinde thou oughtift fo, 621^ 

For varie ther wordes fro ther dedc 
Thei thinke on gjle withoutin dredcj 
What manir clothing that thei were, . 
Or what eiiate that er thei here, 
licrid or leude, lorde or ladic, 6 a 10 

Knight, fquier, burgejs, or bailie. 
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• Itlght thus while Falfe Semblant fermoiieth 

Eft fonis Love hini ardbneth, 

And brake bi^ufe ill his fpeking 

Asthouj^hhehadhimtoldelefiiig^, 6i2$ 

And faid, What devill ii that J here ? ' • 

What folke haft thou iis netnpnid here ? 

Maie men finditi religit)un ' 

In worldly hsfbhadoun ? 

Ye, Sir, it folbweth nat that thd ^ 6236 

Should lede a wickH life parfei^ 

Kc dot therefore ther foulis lefe ' 

That *hem to worldly clothischelSr) - 

For certis it were grete pite j 

Men maie in,feculer clothes fe 6%$$ 

Florilbin holy religionn 

Full many* a faind: in felde and toun^ 

With many* a virgine glorious. 

Devout^ and foil religious, 

Han died that commin clothe aie bereo^ 6240 

Yet faindis nerthelefie thci weren 3 

I could reckin yoa many a ten, 

Ye, welnigh all thefe holy Women 

That men in churchis herry'andfeke, 

Bothe maidins and thtfe wivi« eke, 6243 

That bare ful many* a faire chtlde here, 

Werid aiWay dothis feculere. 

And in the fame dothes didin tfaey ^ 

That faintis weren and ben alway. 

Dij 
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The 5x thovfft^idc maidinia d«rc, 6^50 

That beren in hevcn ther ciergis clerc. 

Of whiche men rede In churche and fing» 

Wci^ take in fccujer clothing. 

Whan thei reccvid flaartud()ine» . 

And wonnin hcTcn woto fhtr home. 6iSS 

Gode hert yniakith the gode thought^ 

The clothing yeveth ne revith nought : 

The gode thought and the gode worching 

That maketh the religion fiouritig; 

There lieth the gode religioun 6%6c 

Aftir the righte entencicmn. 

Who fo ytoke a wethir's ikinne, 
And wrapped a gredy woulfe thcrinne. 
For he Ihould go with lambis white^ 
Wenift thou no^ he wouldi *hem bite f 6%6s 

Yes; nertheleffc as he were wodc 
He would 'hem wirry*, and drinke the blode, 
c/Vnd wel therathir'hcm diTcere, 
For (ithin thei coudenat perceve 
H is tregette and his cmilte 6%yc 

Thei would him folow the he flie. 

^ If there be wolvis of fuche hewe 
Amongis thefe apcdlis newe. 
Thou, holy churche, thou maille be wailed; 
Sithe that thy cite ta aiTailed 6» 75 
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Through knightis of thine ownd table 

God wot thy lordihip is doutables 

If thei enforcin it to win, 

Thatfhould defend it fro within 

Who might defence ayenft 'hem make I • 6^90 

Withoutin ftroke it mote be take 

Of trepeget or mangonelly 

Without difplaying of penfell $ 

And if God n'il done it focoar. 

But let rennin in this colour, 6285 

Thou mud thy heiUslettin be ; 

Than is there nought but yelde the^ 

Or yeve *hem tribute doutilefs, 

And holde it of 'hem to have pees: 

But gretir harme betidith the 6290 

That thei all maiftir of it be ; 

Wei con thei fcomin the withaU^ 

By day yftuffin thei the wall. 

And ski the night thei minin there : . 

Nay, thou plantin muft ellis where 6295 

Thine impis if thoa wolt frute have j 

Abide not there, thy felfe to fave. 

3ut ifDW pece; here I turne againej 
I wol no more of this thing faine, 
Yf I may paffin meiiereby, x 6500^ 

For I might makin you wery ; ^r 

Dili .i. 
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But I wo] hetin you alway 

To heipe your frendU what I may, 

So thei woUin my company. 

For thei be flient all uttirly ; ^305 

Batiffofallinthatibe 

Oftin with *hcm and thei with me. 

And eke my lemman mote thei ferYe, 

Or thei ihul not my love deferve. 

Forfoth I am a falfe traitour ; 63 lo 

Ood |udged me for a thefe trechour : 

Forfworne I am, but wel nigh none 

Wote of my gile til it he done. 
Through me hath many* one deth recered 

That my trcgct ner tpercered, 63 15 

And yet rcceveth, and fhal receve, 

That my falfneiTe (hal nere perceve. 

But who fo doth, if he wife be. 

Him is right gode beware of me; 

But fo ilighe is the pcrceving 6310 

That al to late comtth hnowing. 

For Proteus, that coode him chavBge 

Tn every ihappe homely and ftraunge, 

Coude nevir fuche gile ne trefoane 

As I, for I come nere in tonne ^3^5 

There as I might ykqowin be 

Though men me both might here and fee : 

Ful wcl 1 can my clothis chaonge. 

Take one and make an othir ftraunge ; 
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Now am I knight, now chaftaainc, 6330 

Now prelate, and nowe chapMaine, 

Now pried, now clerke, and now foftere. 

Now am I maiflir, now fcholere, 

Now monke , now chanon , now baily : 

Whatevir miflir maone am I. 6335 

Now am 1 prince, now am I page, 
And can by hert ev*ry langage ; 
Somtimis am I hore and olde. 
Now I am yong, and itoat, and bolde, 
Now am I Robert, now Robin, 634O 

Now Frere Minor, now Jacobin : 
And with nic foloweth my loteby 
To done me folace and comp*any, 
That bight Dame Abltincnce, and raigned 
In many a queint arraie fained ; 6345 

Hight as it commeth to her liking 
I fulfill all her defiring. ■ 

Somtime a woman's clothe take f, 
Now am I a maide, now lady : 

Somtime I am religious, ^350 

Now like an ankir in an hous : 

Somtime am I a priorcfie. 
And now a nonne, and now abbelTe, - 
And go thorough all regiounes 
Yfeking all religiounes. 6355 

But to what ordir that Ttm fwome 
I takd the ftrawe and bete the come ; 
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To jolie folke I enhabite 

I a0ce no more but ther habite. 

What W9i ye more ? in every wifd 6366 

Right as me lift I me difgife. 

Wei can I b«r€ me uodir wede. 
Unlike is my worde to my dcde. 
Thus make I intp my Crappes fall 
The folke through my priv^ilegis ail 6365 

That ben in Chriflendome a live. 

I may aflbil^and I may fliriTe, 
That no prelate may lettin me^ 
All folke where cvir thei found be 3 
I n'ot no prelate maie done fo ^3 7^ 

But it the Pope be, and no me» 
That mad2n thilke efiabliihing: 
Now is not this a propre thing ? 
But were my fleightis aperceved 63 74 

As 1 was wont, and wod thou why ? 

For I did *hem a tregetry; 

But tkerof yeve I* a litil tale« 

I have the lllvir and the male. 

So have 1 prechid and eke ihriven, £380 

So have I take, fo have I y«vea, 

Through ther foly hufbonde and wifci 

That I lede right a joly life : 

Through Gmpleflc of the prelacie 

Th^i I'how not ajl my trcgcttric* 6385 
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But for as moche as man and wift 

Shuld ihew ther parifli prieft ther lifie 

Onis a yere, as faith the boke, 

Er any wight his hpufil toke. 

Than have 1 privi^eg^is large 639O 

That maie of mochji thing difcharg^. 

For he may fay right thUs parde : 

Sir Prieft, in (hrift I td it the 
That he to whpm U>At ('am fltriven 
Hath me afToilid, and me yeven ^39S 

Penaunce fothly for alle my (in 
WhicHe that I founde me giUie in; 
I^Q I ne* have nevir e^tencion 
To make double conf(;(rioo^ 
Ne rehcrcq cIfc my. flurift to the ; 6400 

O fbrifte is right inoiigh to me ; . 
This ought the to fuffifin wele» 
^Q be not reVsU itere a dfile, 
For certis thoqgb thou haddeft it fwdrne 
' I wote no pried nc pf<iate borne 6405 

That maie to fhrift eft me conftraine. 
And if thei donp I y/ul vat plaine, 
For I wote wh^r^ to platnio wele : 
T hou (halt not ftreinio me a dele, 
Ne enforce me ne not loe trouble 64XO 

To makin my confcflion double : 
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Ke I have none affedlion 

I'o* have doable al>iblucion ; 

The firft is right incragh to me ; 

This lattre' affoiling quite 1 the : 64 1^ 

I am unbounde ; what maift thou finde 

Moise of my finnes me to uribinde. 

For he that might hath in his hondc 

Of all my finnis meunbounde ? 

And if thou wolt me thus coeftraine, 6490 

That me mote nodis on the plalne, 

There (hall no j age imperially ' 

Ne bifliop ne ofHcia^l, 

Done jugemcnt ob me, for I' " 

Shal gone and plaine me, opinly 642 j 

Anon to my fliriftfathir newe, 

WJifche that hight Frer^ Wolli cmtreWei 

And he ihal chuiin him for me, 

For 1 trowe he can hajnpir ih^ ; 

But 1 .ord ! he would be wrothe witKall 64 JO 

Yf men woald htm Frcre Wolfe ycall, 

For he would have no paciencc, 

But done all cruill vengience; 

He would his might done at the left, 

Than noth ing fpare for Godd'i^ heft : 64 55 

And God fo wife be my focour 

But thou yeve me my Saviour * 

At Fftir, whan it likith me, 

Withoutin preiing more on the. 
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I wol forth and to him ygolie, '6440 

And he (hal houfii me anone« 
For I am out of thy grutching ; 
I kepe not dele with the nothing. 

Thus may he (hrive him that forfaketh ■ 
His pari(h pried and to me taketh, '9445 

And if the prieft iHrol him refufe . 
I am full redy him to* accufe, '. . 

And him pj^^ipi stod.Mmpir To 
That he his chjif^e (hal forgo. 

But who fo hath in hi» feliug . ; ■ 6450 

The confequencq of fuche Ihriving 
iShahfene that prieil maie nere have might 
To know the confcience aright 
Of him that i^ undir his cure ; 
Aiyl this is ayenft hoiy' fcripture, 6455 

That hiddith every herde honeH 
Have very knowing of his heft ; 
But povir folke, that gon by ftrete, ■ 
That have no golde t>e fummis grece, 
Them would I Jet to ther prelates, 646Q 

Or let thcr prieftisknow ther dates, 
For to me right n^DUght yevin thei, 
And why it is, for thei ne may. . 

Thei ben fo bare I take no kepe, 
But I woll havin the fat (bepe ; 646^ 

l^et pariih prieftis have the lene ; 
I yevc not of ther harme a bene ; 



,d by Google 



4« THC ROMAnifT Of TUt RtfSKk 

And if that prelatis grutdie it^ 

That oughtin wroth be in thtr wit • 

To lefln ther fat beillB fo, 64 70 

I fhal yeve 'hem a ftroke or tV96, 

So that thei fhai lefin with force 

Ye, both ther mitre and ther ck-oce. 

Thus jape I 'hem, and have do k)hgCy -. • 
My privilegls ben fo {Iroog. > ^475 

Falfe Semblant would have tlintid het e. 
But Love ne made him no fuche chare 
That he was wcry of his fawe, 
But for to makf him glad and fawe 
He faid, Tell on more fpcciaUy 64^^ 

How that tho.u fervift uotruiy : 

Tel forth, and ihamc the ncre a dele, 
For ks thine habit ihewith wele 
Thou fervell an holy herdmite * 

Sothe is but I' am but an ipocrite. 6485 

Thou goeft and prechift poverte. 

Ye, Sir, but Richefie hath pottd. 
Thou prechift abftinence alfo. 

Sir, I woll fiUen, fo mote I go, 
My paunche of gode mete and gode wine, 649^ 
As fliould a maillir of divine. 
For how that I me povir faine 
Yet al povir folke I difdaine. 
3 
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I lore bettir the acgueintausce 

Ten timis of the King of, Fraunce ^AOS 

Than of a pore jnan of m^de mo4e . . < 

Though that his foule be all fo godc, 

jj^or whan I fe beggirfr quaking, , ' 

Nakid on mixins all ftiiiking. 

For hungre crie and eke for care, 6jCQ 

I entremet not of ther fare ; . . , 

Thei ben fo pore and f ul of pine 

The* might not ones ycve me a dine. 

For thei hav^nothing but ther life; 

IVbatJhould he yeve that Ucietb bit ktii/e ? 65O5 

It is but foly to* entremete 

To feke in hound'is'Peii fat mete : 

(jet ^ere him to the fpittle' anone, 

But for me comfort get thci none : 

But a full riche ficke ufarere 6j IQ 

Would I vifitin and drawe ncrjc ; 

Him would I comfo^te and rehete. 

For \ hope of his goldc to gete, 

And if that wickid JDeth him have 

] woU go with .him in his grave ; 63 15 

And if there any reprove me 

Why that 1 let the povir be, 

Woft thou how I know how to' afcapc? < 

1 fay and fwerin him full rape 

Volume VllL E 
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That rich^ men han more tetchis 6jip 

Of finnc than han thefe pore wret'chk. 

And han of eounfailti moi^ tM&eife, 

And thcrlbrc I would drawe Ticm titrt i 

But as grct hurtj It male fo ht^ 

Hath foulc in right gfcte povrfrtei ^S^S 

As foulc in gfcte rkhefEc foribthe, 

Al b^ it that thei hurtin bothe. 

For richefle and mcndicitccs 

Bene depid two e:rtrtmitecsi 

The mene is cltpid Suffifaunce, ' ^53^ 

There lieth of vertue the' aboundaunce** 

For Salomon, fiill wel I wote. 
In his wife Parablis us wrote, 
As it is know en of many*a wigHt,* 
In his thirtieth chapitir right, 6j ^S 

God thou me kepe for thy poftc 
Ffd richefle and mendicite. 
For if a richc man him drcllb 
To thinkin to moche on richefle 
His her t on that fo ferre 16 fette ^540 

That he* his Creatbur doth forycttc. 
And him that beggith woll aie greve; 
How (hould I by his wordc him Icve, 
XJnncth that he n*is a micher 
Forfwortic, or els Godd'is licr ? 6< 45 

Thus fayith Salomon'isfawes: 

Nc wc find writtin in no lawcs. 
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And namely in o^ Chriftin l»lt, 

)yh# To faidi ye I dare jay »«ip, 

ThatChriftn^|lift#poftil»«kfe, ^530 

While that <hfli if^nlkid in crth henv . • * • 

Were nevir fene h^rhri4 hef^gini^, 

Forthey n*ol(ie-b«ggiQ f<tf oothia^* ■ 

( J^d right thus were biqb wont to teche, 

And in this wke wou Idin.it preche ^SJS 

The maiftirs of divifljte 

•Somtime in Paris the cit?. 

A^i if men would there ^ainc appofi: . 

The nakid tef «« Had let the glufe. 

It mightin fone aiToilid be, • h6jI(o 

For men may ^wel the (athe yfc 

That pardie thd m^t aike a thing 

l^laiply forth withoutio Egging, 

For they weren Oodd'is l^^rdis dere. 

And cure of foulis haddin her«, '6s^ 

Thei ne wolde nothing b,egge ther ^odt* 

For aftir Chrift was done on ro4e 

Witlh ther propir Ji^ndisi^hel wrought, 

And with traveile;, and eilis aovghi;. 

Thei wonnin al ther OiftiQaunce, ^5 70 

And lividin forth iu ther penauncf , 

And the rem^aunt yaf awue 

^^^ pthir pore folkis alwaif . 
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Thei neithir bildin toure ne hali, 
But thei in houfis fmal with hllfe. 65 f-$ 

V V4 mighty man, that can and ttiaic, 
Shoald with his <honde and %ody'alWaifr • 
Winue him his fode in labouring, - 1 . 
Yf he ne' have rent or ftich^ a-thtng : - 
Althougtr he be religious^ ^3 So 

Aild God to ferviii cufiqus. 
Thus mote he done or do trefpat) - • • 
But if it be in certaine caas, ' 

That I can telle if miftir be 
Right wel whan that the time I fe. 65 ^5 

Seke the bokc of Saindbe Augfuftine, 

Be it in papir or perchemenc, 

There as he writtc of thcfe worchingcs^ 
Thou (halt fene that noneex^olinges 
A ptrfitc man ne (hould yfeke ^590 

By cordis ne by dcdis cke> 
Although he be religious - 
And God tafervin curious, 
That he ne flial, fo mmel go» - 
With propir b«ndes and body- allii 65 95 

, Yget his fode in laboring, 
^f jie ne' have properte of thing, 
Yet fhould he fel all his fubftannce, 
And ^v ith h is fwinke have fuftinaunce, 
If he be partite in boimte ; 66ab 

Thus han th^ bokis tolde me : 
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FoT'Yie that wol gone idiily.9 

And ufith it aie befily 

To hauntin othir menn'is ts\ble, 

He i s a trechour f oU oi fable, 66qs 

Ne he oe maie by godc rcToii 

Excufe him by his orifon. 

For men beho vitb in iqmc gUc 

Ben fomtime out of God's fervife. 

To gon and purchafin ther cede. ^1 o 

Men mote etin, (hat ia no dreJe, 
Afid flepCi and cke^oochirthingf 
And fo long may tliei leve praying* 

So may they eke Jhcripwi^re j)limie 
While that thci werkc ther oiete to wJmie 5 ^15 
Seint Auflin wol t^r-|o accorde 
In thilkd boke that ). iwQordfs. 

Juftinian eke, that qs^de Uwes, 
Hath thus forbodin by Mc Taw^. 

No man , up paine Cor to be ded, 4^40 

Mighty' of body, tobcjige hit bre4 
Yf fie may fwinke At fpr to g«te ; 
Men fhoald him rathir maime or bpte, 
Or done of hin(i..ap^te jufticc, 
Than fufFrin him io .fo^he matioe. C6%S 

Thei done not wel, fo aaoce I f^o, 
Whiche that |akiit Tudie almeiTe Uf, 
But if thci have fomc privikgie 
That of the paine 'i|«m 9VoU akge. 



,d by Google 



Bat how that is can I not fe ^^^ 

But if the prince difcevid be ; 
Ne I ne wene not flkSrly 
"i hut thei maie have it rightfull^r. 

But yet I wol not determine 
Of princispowirnede6ne, ^^S^ 

Ne by my worde comprc'hendc iwisj 
Yf it fo ferre may flretch« in this ; 
I wol not entremete a dele 
But I trove that the boke faith wele. 
Who that taketh almeflis that be 6^46 

Dcwc to folke that men may yfc 
Lame and feble, wery and bare, 
Povir, or in fiiche manir care, 
That con winnin *hcm nevir mo, 
For thei havin no power therto> 6645 

He ctith his owne dampning^ 
But if he lie that mad£ al thing; 
And if ye fuche a truaunt iitlde 
Chaflifc him wel if ye be kinde ; 
But thei would hatio you parcaas 66j o 

If that ye fillin in ther laas. 

Thei would eftfonis do you fcatlie, 
' If that thei mightin, late or rathe, 
For thei be not fal pacient 

That ban the worlde thus foule yblcnt i 66^9 

And wetith wel that God ybad 
The.gode roan fell al that he hod 
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And folowc' him, and to pore it ycvc } 

He would not therfore that he live 

To fervin him in mendience, 6660 

For it was ncvir his fentence, ■. 

But he bad werke whan that nede is, 

Aod folowe him. in gode dedis. . 

Saint Poule, that loved al holy chtirch^ 
He bade the' apoftils for to wurch, 6665 

And winne ther livelode in that wife, 
And 'hem defendid truaodiiC) 
• AnJd fayidjWerkith withyoor hondeni 
Thus ihould the thing be underftonden. 

vHe n'olde iwis have bid 'hem begging, 6670 

Ne fellin gofpell ne preching, 
Left thei berafte with ther likixig 
Folke of ther cattle' or of ther thing. 
For in this world is many* a man 

That yevetb his gode, for he ne can 6675 

Werne it for (hame, or ellis he 
Would of the' tikir delivered be, 
,ApA for he him encombrith fo 
He ye veth him gode to let him go : 
But it can him nothing profite ; 6680 

Thei lefe the ycfte and the meritc 

The gode foljit that ^t. Pouie to prcched 
tP^dfrid him ofte, \Yhair he 'hem teched, 
Some of ther gode in charite^ 
But therof right nothing toke he, 6685 
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Btit of his hojdis wouid he gettc 
Clothis to wrine biin,aad his mete. 

Tel me than how a man may Ii«n 
That al his gode.to pore hath ycvcn. 
And wol but oncly biddc his bcdcs, 6690 

And ner wjth iroodes labour his nedes. 
May he do fo f Yie, Sir . Aad how& ? 
Sir, 1 woll gladly tcUin you. 
Saint Audio faith, A man may be 
In houGs that han propeite, ^605 

As Templersacul Hofpiteiers, 
A^ as theft Chanon* Regulcra, 
Or thefc White Monkis, or thcfe iikkc, 
I wol no mo ^nfanrpiiflimake. 
And take thereof hiefuftdoing, ^7Co 

For therin lyith no beggiog, 
But othirwayis notiwit. 
Yet Auftin gabbith not of this; 
And yet ful many' a monkc Ubooreth 
That God in holy churchc honouneth, 6705 

For whan ther fvvvoking is agon 
»Thei rede and (ing in diurch anone. 

And for there hath betigoete dif<torde 
As many' a wight may bcre recorde. 
Upon the' eflaw^fmcndiGiencc, • ^71© 

I wol fhortely in your prefence 
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Telhowamanmaicbeggeatnede, ' 

That hath not wherwith him to iedei '■ 

.Madigre his fclowis jaoglingc«fc, 

For fothfadnes wol none hidinges, ^^^5 

And yet pcrcafe I may ohey, > 

That I to you fothly thus fey. 

XiO> here the cafe efpeciali : 

If a man he fo beftiall 

That he of no crafte hath fcience^ 67'JO 

And nought dciirich ignorence, ' •' • 

Than may he go a begging yerne • ^ 

Ttllhc fomc othir crafte can lerne, 

Through whiche withoutin truanding- ' - 

He may in trouche have his living : ' ' 6715 

Or if he may done no labour 
For elde, or fickenefTe, or langour. 
Or for his tendir age alfo, 
Than may he yet a begging goi 

Orif behave peravinture ^730 

Through ufage of his noriture 
Livid ovir d^ticiottlly, 
Thsto oughtin gode £olke cominly 
Han of his mifchefe fome pitc, 
And fuffrin him alfo that h« 6735 

May gon about and begge his bred 
That he be not for hongir ded : 
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Forto worchin, as he.had w^at, 6740 

^ut'he finde nekh^.t|)iB0e that« ' 
Than may he beggtn tj^l th»t iw^ : . 1 < • 

Have gettin his nccd£ci( ; 

Or if his winniog be fo iite 
That his labour will oot a^te ^lAiS 

Sufficiauntly al his living 
y ct may he go his ^»4f beggiilf , 
Fro dore to dore he ipay go trace 
TilUie the remoauntmey purchafe: 

Or if a man wqoU jindistakjc - 6 fso 

Any emprife for to ymakte / 

In tlie rcfcous of otir Uy, 
And it defendin as he fBdy« 
Be it with armis qr hsftmre. 

Or othir convcnable cure, ^75S 

If it be fo that he pore be 
Than cnay he beggin til that he 
Maie fiiidin in troath Ivr M fwinke. 
And get him clathis, mete, and drinke, 
JSwinke he with his hondee corfrni^ ^7lk> 

And not with hondes^elpirituel. 
- • \ 

In all this cafe, aid iA iemblablcB, 
}f that there ben mo ri:fo9«blos». 
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He maie bcjjpe as ! tell' you her«, "= 

AiWi eilis not in iu> manert*, '■''" 6765 

As William Saint Amour w<niMpreihe^ • 

AtCddftin would difput« and teche • 

Of this matir all opli^ly • - 

At PariR fully' and fftfemply j 

And all fo God my foule b)«ife ^77^ 

As he had in this ftedfailnelTe • 

The* licordc of the* Ulnivcf flte, ' 

And of the peple\ as femith me. 

No gode man bught it to refufe, 
Nc ought him thereof to excufe^ 6f7s 

Be wrothe or blithe, who To thou ht^ 
Fbr I wol fpeke and tcil it the 
A I fhould I die and be put douti, 
As was Saint Poule, in derke prifo^fr, 
Or be exilid iti thil caas 6 ; 80 

With wrong>, as Maiflir Vfilliatii ttas, 
Thikt my mothir Hypocrifie 
Baniihed for her gret en vie. 

My mothir fiemed him Saint Ai60ttr : 
This noble mAn did fuche labour 6785 

To fufieine er the loialte, 
Thathe to much© ttgUtd me : 
H6 made a boke and let it write, 
Wherin his life he did all dite, 
And would that edie renied bpggi»g, 6790 

And livin by my travelling, 
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If I nc* had rent nc o^hir godc; 

What ! wenith he that F were wodc I 

For labour mjght me nevir plele, 

I have more will toben at efe, '^795 

And have well levir, fothe to fwc, 

Btfore the peplc pattre* and jvate, . , 

J^nd ffTie me in my foxerie 

Undir a cope of papelardie. 

(Quod Love) What divel is this I horc ? l>8oa 
What wordis tellift tjiou mt here? 
What, Sir ? Why Falfeneffe that apcf t is. 
Thao drcdift thou not God f No, certis; 
For felde in grete thing ihai hefpede 
In this world that God wol ydrede,. . .6805 

For folke that *hem t9>vertue yevcn^, . 
Andcruily on th«r ov^ne. liven, 
4•fid^hem in godenefTe aie contente* 
On 'hem is litil, thrifts ifente : 
Snche folke ydrinkin grete mifefe ; 6Sf O 

That life ne may me nevir plefe. 

But fe whf t golde han uferers, 
And'iilvirekejin thergarner«! • • 

Tailagiers, and thefe moniours, 
Bailiffes, bedils, provo{le«, countours, 6Sf 5 

Thefe livin well nig^J by ravine ; 
The fmale peple *hem mote enclinev 
And thei as wolvis wol 'hem cteo ; 
Upon the povir folke thei |;etea 
6 
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V\i\ muche of that cbci fpcDde or kepe ; 68ao 

N*is non^ of 'hem that thei n'tl Arepc^ 

And wrine *hem fclvin weli at fail; 

Withoutlri fcalding tbes 'hem poll : 

The (Irong the febte ovirgothe, - 

But I that were my fimple clothe ' 6825 

Robbe bothe the robbid ^nd robbMari, 

Andgile the gilid and gikmrs; 

By my treget I gathre* and threfbe 

The gretc trefour into my cheile. 

That lieth with me fo /aUe yboaode ; 4830 

Thus myn high paleiado 1 foonde, 

Aiid^ydelictt I fulfill 

With wine at feftis at my will, 

And tablis ful of entremees : 

I wol no life but efc ajsd pee», 6835 

And winnin golde to fpeode alfo, 

Sae whan the grete ba^ge is ago 

It comith full right with my japes, ' 

Make I not wel laomble mine apes?> 

To winnen is alwaie mine entente 6840 

My piirchace' is bettir than my rent ; 

i'or diough that I flionld betia be 

Oviral I entreuetme : 

Withoutin me maie no wight dure ; 

I walkin foulis for to core : 6845 

Of all the world the cure have V 

hi brede and eke in length ; boldly 

nii^me nil. F 
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( wpi bothe prf ebe and eke coun£uliai t - • . ^ 

With hondis W9I I iiot.tra«ailtfny. 

For of the Pope 1 have the bull; 685 a 

I ne holdc not my ^ittis dull : 

I wol not ftintin in aiyiire 

'IJ^hefp emperouris foTito ihrive,.. . .. . , 

Or kingis, duk^, KAdlordisgtccc^ 
Butpovirfolkealquitt; llete: ^^5S 

I love no fuchc fhriving pardc 
But it for othir caufe ybc : 
\^ecke not of thcfc povir nien^ 
Ther eftate is not worthe an hen. 

Wheriindeft thou 'a fwinkir of labour 6B60 

Have me to be his confeiToure \ 
But emprellis and ducheflls, 
Thefe quenis and tke cqanteifify . 
Thefe abbeffis and eke bigios, ... 

And thefe grete ladies pal^finsy 686j 

Thefe joly knightijt and bailives, . . 
Thefe nonnis and (ticfe burgeis wives, • 
Thao riche y ben and ckc pleiing, 
And thefe maidjois welfaring. 

Where fo thci clad ornakid be, 6870 

Uncounfailed goeth there none fire me; 
And for ther fou(^8 favite 
At lorde and lady*, aiid tlier meine, 
I ::ike, whan thei 'hem to me ihrive, 
The proper tic of al ihcr live, 68 75 
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Atidma^e *hem tnme, both rii<rfleaiid kit^ >*' > 

Ther pariih pricftit but a beft ■ 

Ayens me and my company^ 

T^tihrewisbenasgretasI, • » " • 

Fro whiche I wbi not hide in holde ' 6 8Sd 

No privice tbat-me is tcdde, 

That f by woHe ertx^nemli 

Ne wol make *h^m know what it fs^ ' 

Andthci wollco aifo teUia me 

Thei hcle fro me no prrvite ; -" " 69? ^ 

And for to make yoo them perceivcn 

That ulin foike thus to dcceiven^ 

I wo! you faine witboutin drede 

W^at men m^ie in the Oofpeil re^ > ' 

Of Saind Mathewe the gfofpellere, €9^0 

That faieth as I ^hidl you faie here. 

Upon the chaire of Mofcs 

Thm it IK giofid doncilefs, 

( That i9,TheOlddTeftamene, 

For thereby is the chaird ment) • < 69^5 

Sittin Scribis and Pharifen, 

That is to faine, the curfid men, 

Whkhe that we f pocritis call ; 

Doeth that thci preche I rede you all ; 

But doeth not as thei doen a dele ' 69CO 

That ben not weric to faie welc, 
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^ut to Ao6 wdSl B9;ivill have tiic^ • : . . ' - . * * 

And thei would binde <>n folke aiwaitfy 

That ben to be bcgilid abic , 

Burdons that ben insportsMe; " 6905 

On fblkis Ihouldirf itoiget thei owBcfaen, • 

That thei n*ill with therfiogirstooehcD} - /•- 

And why woU thei not to«ch it f wh^i 

For them ne liftMi^t (Udriy, 

For the fadde burdon»chat men t^ca ' 6910 

Ymakin folkis ihouldirs aken. 

And if thei (Wr.'biight that.gode bat 
That is for folke it ibiMikiis (e; 
Ther burdons Urgiroitkin thei, . 
And makin ther^jbommes wide oliiaie, 6915 

And lo vin fetis at ibt! jtable 

The 6rft and the oiffte honoQfaUet ' 

And for to han the firfl chains 

Tn finagogges to *hem full deve is* 

And willen that folke *henY loufttand grete 6^%9 

Whan that thei pafTui.thnNigh the ftrete, 

And woUen be cleped Maiftir aUo; 

But thei Be (hould not wiUta io. 

The Gofpeir is there ayenft I geib* 

That (hewith well ther wickidociT^. ^95 

An othir cuftome u0a we; 
Of *hem that woll ajcoft us be - 
We hate hinfi dedly everychone, 
And wc woll wcrrey him as one ; 
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pim that one hatith hate we all, 6930 

And con j ecStc how to docn him' fall ; 

An A if we fenc him winne honour, 

Richeffe or prcife, through his tzlontf 

Provendc or rent,, or dignite, 

Fall faftc iwia compaflin we 6935 

By what laddre' he is clombin fo ; 

And'for to make him donne to go* 

With traifon we woil him defame, 

And doen him lefin his gode name. 

Thus from his laddir we him take, 6940 

And thus his frendis foes we make^ 
But Worde ne wetin Ihall he none 
Till al his frendis hen his fone ; 
For if we did it ophily 

We mightin have Uame rcdily, 6945 

For had he wifte of our malice 
H^ kad him kept but he were nice. 

An othir' is this, that if fo fall 
That there be one emong us all 
That doeth a gode tourne, out of drede 693 o 

We faine it is our aldir dede, '■ ^ 

Ye, fikirly though he it fairied, 
Or that him lifte or that him dained 
A man through hiiq avatindd be, 
Thereof all partinercs b^ we, 6(^^ 5. 

And tellin foike where fo we go 
That man through us is fprongin fp. 

Fxlj 
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And for to hare of tncB pnifin^ 
We purchace througli onrflatteriag 
Of richi men of grete pofte 6960 

Lettin to witocfle o«r boDBte, 
So tlvit man weoeth that mak as fe 
That alii rertue in us bc- 

And alwatc povir wt w lun. 
But how fo that we hegge or pbia ^^5 

We ben the folke .without kfing* 
Thai all thing bav« -witioai imvitq. 

That be drad^e of the pcple* Ms, 
And gladly my purpefe is this : 

I delin with no wigfat hut be 6970 

Have golde and trefour grcte piente ; 
Ther acqnaintaonce well lovin I : 
This moche is my deike fliortly ; 
I entreraete me of brocages, 

I raakin pcce and »itei«geS| ^97S 

I am gladly executottr, 
And many times a piiocuratoor, 
I am fometime • tnc0ji|^re, 
7*hat fallhJi not to my miftere. 

And many timis ! riiakc ^oqnell* 65^ 

For mc that office is oat honcft ; 
To dele with othir oieontt thing 
That is to me a gretc likiog; 
And if that ye have^wghit to dec 
In place that I repairin to • %8tf 
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X iliall it fpedin through my wltte * 
As fone as ye have told me it : 
So that ye fervin me to pale 
My fervice (hall be youn alwjjJe* 

But who fo woll chafiif^ tne 699O 

Anone my love yloAe hath he. 
For I love no man in napfe 
That woll me reprove^r chailife^ 
But I woll all folke undirtake. 
And of no wight no tecfaing take ; ^99^ 

For I that othir folke chaAte 
Woll not be taught fro jny folie. 

I ne love none hermitage more; 

M tkfertit and holtis Jiore, 

And grete wodjsc^Bohdine ^tCO 

1 let *hem to the Baptxfi J«iis ; 

I queth him quite, and bdmTcldSey 

Of Egypt all thetvildinieire: 

T'p ferre were all my maofiouna 

Fro alld citees and gode tounf * 7CC5 

My paleis apd mine^houfemake I 
There men maie rcnne iojopinly. 
And faie that I the worlde forlake; 
put-all amidde I buildeaod make 
My houfe, and f wimme and f laie thecein 70IO 

Bette than a fi(he doth ;nth Jiia finne. 
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Of Antlchrift'is men am I 

Of whiche that Chrift faieth opiniy 

Thei have habitc of hoUneife, 

And livin in foche wickidnefie. 7CI5 

All outward lambio femin -vve. 
Full of godenefic and of pitc. 
And Inwarde we withoutin'fable 
Ben gredy wolvls ravUable. 

\VeenvirounbothelQDdeand fe; ^cM> 

\Vith all the worlde wcrryinwe 1 
Wc woll ordain of alie thing. 
Of folkis gode and ther living. 

If there be cadill or cite 
Within that any boageroDB btf, . ^C%S 

Altl^ough that ihei of MiUaine were^ 
For thereof ben thei Uamid there ; 

Or if a wight out of mefare 
Would Icne ther gold and take ufare. 
For that he is fo coveitouSy . 7036 

Or if he be to lechirous, ' . . 
Or thel'e that h^untia firhonle^ 
Or provoft full of trechirie. 
Or prelate living jolilie. 

Or pricfl that halt bis qaein him by, 705I 

Or clde whbria hofHlers, 
Or othir baudc3.or bordiUcrs, ' 
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Or cllis blamed of unf tlct. 
Ofwhicheinei^()loiiidia4p«iiuiHcet' ' 

By all the {adn&iBth^t we preie^ • • ^040 

But thei defende them with Itmprete^ — 

Wit^ luce, i^Ulielifk -wUli femoof , ' 
VTith tendir gees and with ca^poitt, 
"With tartis or with cheflis fat, 
With deinteflaunisbroile. and ft»t, fQ4g 

With caleweis pf <wttK pttUaiJe, 

IVitlicoiiiiiges or with fide viuUe^ 

That we undir our clothi^ widf . . 

Ymakln through Hiir %Qlet glide, 

OrbuthewoUdoe^cfloae^HibAAa fc^Q 

Rae venifon ybake ipiMAef 

Whcthir fo that he loure or grouiC . 

He ihall have of ;i«flrde « lo«gne» 

With whiche men -ibaU 4iim bmde ftod ledf 

To brcnne him for, kas finfiiU dede, JCSM 

That men (hull here km crie aed rorc 

A miris waie about Mid mone» 

Or els he (hall in prtfioo die 

But if he woll bis frend&ip buie, 

Or fmertin that that he hath doe ^c6o 

More than his gilt ^mowntitb to, > 

But and he couthe thorough hia fletgbt 
Doe makin up a toure of hetgbt, 
Nought rought I wber of ftooe or ti%, 
Or yerth or torvis, though it be» 7Cjt5 
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Though it were of no vouffd^ fldns 
Ywroughf witli'fquareandfcantUoBiei' ' ' 

0^ tl)at the toure were ilvffid WeU 

With al)e richi^temporell ; " . ' 

And than that he would Htm up dttfft joyC 

EnginiR both^ more and l^tTej ' 
To cade at us by every rid«« ""'^ " 

DoTljerinhisgodeAam^wide. : '"-" '• 

Soche fleightis I fhutiMiydu-ycveii; '"^- 
Bardies of wine hf fixe or l^v«n, ■ ^©75 

Or golde in fackis grete plenfe, ' ' " 
He Ihould though fone d^iveted'bd $ ^' ■ 
Ap<t if he have no fuche piteii;ices > •"' ■'' 
Let him ftudie' in equipoiencpty 
And lerin lies and fallicef; " • ' 7080 

If that he would deferve oar graces > - 

Or w e fhSkH here him foche wiuieffe • - 
Ofllnneandofhiswretchidneire, • ' 
And doen his hffe fo widd renne, 
That all quicke we ihouldin him brenne^ 7085 

Or cllis yevc him foche penattnce 
That is well worfe than the pitauncei- 

FOr thou (halt nevir for nothing' 
Con knowen aright by ther ^idthing^ . 
The traitours fuH of trechdrie -7690 

But thou thcr werkis can efpic. 

And ne had tht gode keptdgtfe' 
Whtlomofthc'Unmrfitc,, :.....' 



,d by Google 



That kcpcth tljci kei of Chriftcndonac; ; ; ' ' 

We* had ben tottrmentid all add Some* • ; . 709 5: 

Soche ben the fiinking Prophetiy; . . ..j 

^'isQone of *hem tblM>gode prophete is*. * 
For thei through wicked entencien, 
.Theyereofthe'inq^^Acion . '• ♦ • 

A thoofande and two hundrid yere .. -71CO 

Five-and-fifte, ferth^ lie nere, 
Broughtin a boke w^th forie gr&ce» t..' * 

To yeven enfampltfiiii common plate. 
That fayid thu8,^tho4gh it were fable, ' 
This the Gofpellp^Kdumble 7^5 

That fro the Holif Qhoili is fenc : 
Well ■were it worthy to be ybrcnt, ..... '. 

Entitlid was in foche nr^tiere 
This boke of whiche \ tell here, ' ' 

There n*as no wight in al Paris 7 110 

Befome our Lad»e at paiwis 
T(>at thei n« might the bokd by ; 
The fentence plefed 'hem well truely. 
To' the copie if him talent toke 
Ofthe£vangelifl*i$boke, 7115 

There might he fe by gretc traifoun 
l[uU many' a falfe comparifoun. 

As mo^he as thorough h is gnetc might, 
Be it of hete l%e itof light. 

The funne yfurmountiih the mone, 7 1%Q 

That troublir is, and «lMkun.gith fone, 
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And the nutte leerneill dothe the ibell, 
1 ikocne nat that i you It t«)l. 

Right fo with6otin any gtie- 
Surmountith this noble' Evan^gile - ^^^S 

The worde of any* evangtf !ij|^ 
And to ther title thci tok« Chrift. 
And many foche comparifoufii 
Of whiche I make no mencioun, 
Mightin men in that bok^ finde, 7^3^ 

Who fo could of *hem havin mifide. 

The* Uni'verfite, that was a fleptf, • 
Can for to braied, and takin kep<i» 
And at the noife thtf hedde ttp caft^ 
Ncnevirfithcnfleptltffcft, *: . 7135 

Bot up it ilert, and armii toke 
Ayenft this falfe horrible boke, ■ ' ' 
All redy battaile for to make. 
And to the judge the boke fhei take. 

Bat thei that broughtiii the boke there ' 7 140 
Hent it anone aWaie for ftt-ej 
Thei n*oId fhewe it no mor« a dtXt^ 
But than it kept, and kepiu Vrelc, 
Till foche a timo that thei mat6 fe 
That thei fo ftrong y w^>xin be 7 r45 

That no wight miiie 'hem well withftondti 
For by that boke thei dorft not ftondc^ 
Awaie thci gonnc it for to here. 
For thei ne durftia ftot axifwtt< 
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By cxpoficion nc glofc ' 7«j5^ 

To that that clerkii -woU appofe 
Aycnd the curfidncfle iwis 
That in that bok«ywrittinj«. •• 

. 'How wotte I nat ne can nat ft 

What manir code that there fhah be 7 '5 5 

Of all this whiche that thet yhide. 

But yet algatQ tfatd ihall abide 

Till that chei maie it bette defender 

Thi»trowe 1 befl woU be ther ende. 

Thus Amichrifl abidin we, 7160 

For we ben all of bis meiac, 

And what mibi that wnll not he Cq 

Right fone jie ihall hi» life forgro ; 

We woU a peple! on him areife^ 

And through our gile doin him ceife, • 7165 

And him on fharpe fpqiit rive, 

Or othir waics bring him fro llye; 

But if that he woll folowe* iwiii 

That in oiu* boke ywrittin is. 

Thus moche woll our b<Ske figniifie, 7 176 

That while Peter had'maiftirie 

Maie nevir John (he we well his might. 

Now have I you declstrid righc 
The mening of the barke and rinde 
1 hat makith the entcncions bHnde j 717^ 
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To expoune you the pithe withio, I - 

And the ftculcrs comprcheode .1' 

That Chrift'is lawe woUin dcfcnde, • 

And Ihould it kepin «]id maintendn * ' 7 x 80 

Ay^aift them thHaU-fuAenen, 

And falfly to the p^le techen 

That John betokeneth "hem to prechht 

That there n*is lawe covenable 

But thiike Gofpell pardturable 7 185 

That fro the Holy Ghoft was Unt 

To tournin folke that ben mifwcnt. ' 

The (Lrength of Jobs theiutNlitilondo-• 
The grace in whiche thet faie ihei ftondC) 
That doeth the (infuU folke convert, 7^t^ 

i^nd 'hem to Jefu Chrift revert : 
Full many' an othre' horriblete 
Mo win men in tha^ hoke fe, 
That ben commaundid.doutilefs 
Ayenft the lawe of Rome exprrife, 7 '95 

And all with Antichrift thei holden, 
Af incn in^ic in tbo boke bt^. olden. 

And than commaudia thei to fleen 
All tho that with Peter ybcn ; 
But thei (hall nevir have that might, .. 7aco 
AndGodtoforne»forilricftofight» .. 

Th^t thei ne (hall yjiougb.yfinde 
That Peter'sjawc (hall have in minde, 
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And evir holde at^ £o malntene, 
ThatatthelaiititfliaUbfcfene ^ ' 7105 

That thei fliall all comin thcretb 
For aught that thci caji fpekc or dtf. • 

And thilkd lawc nc fiiall not ftonde " * ' ' 
Tiiajt thai by John have undirftend6, 
Butmaugrethemitihailadoun, ' ^210 

And ben brought to confufion/ 

But I woll ftint of this materc, 
For it is wondir long to here ;' " • • 
fiuHiad chat ilkd.boke endured . 
Of bettre'cftate I were enfured, ' ^^fJ 

And frendis have I yet parde 
"That han me fet in grcte degrc. ' ^ 



^ 



'Qtiil this worlde is emperour 
Gile my fathir,the falfe trechour, ^ 
Andempereffemymothiris, ' ^" ■ 7»»o 

Maugre the Holie Ghofte iwis. 
Our mightie linage aiid our rout 
Reignith in every reigne about, 
0^04 weir is worthy we mini'ftcrs be, 
For all this worlde governe we, * ' yaij 

And can the folkefo well deccve 
That none our gilis can perceive. 
And though, thei doen thei dare noriaie; 
^h^ fothe dare no wight bcwrai*. ■ 

Gij 
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. But he in Chn(l*is wrathc him kdeth f*3^ 

JThat more than Chrift mf farethfin dredeth; 

i !e n*is no full gode icham^on 

That dredeth fodi^ (tmilacioo* 

Nor that for psfb woU reftifiii 

XJ9 to correi5le and.^cCiifln. 7*35 

He woll not entr^mete by right, 
Nc havin God in his eyen iig^ht. 
And therefore God,fliaU htm {mnioe : 
But me ne reckith of oo vide 

Sithen men us loven tommanablic, 734O 

^nd holdin us for fo tirorthie. 
That we maie folkc rcpf ctc cchonci- • 
And we n *ill have reprefe of none t 
Whom fhouldin folkeworlhipin fo 
But us ihat ftlntin nevir mo 7X45 

To patrin while that folke male* us ie 
'^hpugh it not fo bchinde *hem be ? 

And where is there mofe wode Mm 

Than to enhauncin chivalri«. 

And lovin noble men and gate,' ?SJC 

That jolie clothis weren alwaie ? 

If thei be foche folke as.thei femeti. 

So clene as men ther clothis demcn, 

And that thei^ wordevfblowe ther dede, 

It is grete pite out of drede y%sS 

Por thei woll bt none hypocritis; 

Of 'hem me thinkith grete fpite is : 
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I can not love *iieih on no fide : 

Buc beggirs with thefe hodis wide, 
With fleig^h and paid lacis lene, 7^^^ 

And with graie clothis nat fall dene. 
But frettid full of tatar wagges, 
And high Ihewis knoppid with dagges, 
Thatfrouncin like a quald pipe, 
Orbotisrivelingasagipe; 7%6s 

To foche folke, as I you devife, 
Should princis and thefe lordis wife 
Taki; all ther landis: and ther thinges, 
Bothft^warre and pece in goTirninges, 
To foche folke fhould a prince him yeve 7^7^ 

That would his life iii honour live. 

And if the! be nat as thei feixie, 
ThsQt fervin thus the worlde to queme, 
There would I dwellin to deceive 
The folke, for thei (hall nat perceve. 72 75 

But I ne fpeke in no foche wife 
That men fhould humble* habtte difpife ; 
So that no pride there undir be 
j^^o man ihould hate, as thinkith me, 
The povirma^ in foche clothing; 7z86 

But God ns prefich him nothing 
That faieth he hath the worlde forlkke, * 

And hath to worldly glory' him take, * 
Anjjl woll of foche delicis ufe ; 
Who maic that beggir well cxcufc ? 7 485 

Giij 
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That papelarde that Mm ycULkh fbip 
And woll to wQrMly efc ygo. 
And faieth that he the worldc hatklefit. 
And gredily it geipsth eft. 

He is the hounde, (hame is to faio» 7 ^(^ 

That to his caftiog ^octh agaiQ. . 

^tiinto yoa dare I not %, 

But might I felin or dfiie . 

That ye percevidit nothing 

Ye fhovldin ha^e 9 ilarkc kfing : 72^95 

Right in your honde ikm to beginne^ 

Ine wolde it let for no iinne. 

The god lough at Jiie -wondir tho» » 

And every wight gan laugh alfo, 

And fayid, t.0i Kere a man rigrht . 73CO 

Por to be trufiie to!c very wight ! . 

Falfe Semblant, (qmd |>ove) (aieto ae^ 

Sith I thus liave a.vattDcid the. 

That in my court is thy dwelling. 

And of Ribaudes flialt be my king* 7S^S 

^<At thou well holdin my fonlrardcs ? 

Ye, Sir, quod he, from hens forwardes 
Had ner your fathir here beforne 
Servaunt fo true fithe he was borne. 
That is ayeniil all nature. 7310 

Sir, put you in that avintiire» 
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For though ye borowes take of me 
The fikerer (hall ye nevir be 
For hoftagis ne ^kimefie 

r chartris for to here witncfic : 73 15 

1 take your felf to recordc here 
That men ne maie in no nanere 
Terin the wolfe out of his hide 
Till he be flain bothe backe and,fide, 

Though men him bete and all defile: 7320 

WJiat ! wene ye that I woll begile? 

For I am clothid meklly 
There nndre* is all xny trechiry ; 
Mine herte chaungith ncvir the mo 
For none hifaitc in tvhich I go : 73 25 

Though I have chere of £mpleaeile 
I am not werie of (hreudneiTe : 
My lemman, ftrainid Abfteaaunce, 
Hath miftir of my pnrveiaunce^ 
She had full lon^ a^o be dedde 73 30 

N'ere for my counCiiie and my redde : 
l.et her alone, and you and me. 

And Love anfwend, 1 truft the 
Without borowe, for I woU none. 

And Falfe Semblant the the£e anone 7335 

Right in that iike fam^ place. 
That had of trefon all his face 
Right blacke within and white without^ 
Th anki ng h im gan on his knees lout. 
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Than was there nought but every man 7 3 4^ 

Now to afiaute that failin can, 

( Quod Love) and that foil hardily s 

Than armid thci *hem cominiy 

Of fochc armour as to *hcm fell. 

Whan thei were armid fiers and fell 7345 

Thei went 'hem forthe all in a rout 

And fet the caftill all about; 

Thei will not awaie for no drede 

Till it fo be that thci ben dede. 

Or till thei have the caftill take. 735© 

And four battellis gan thei make. 

And partid 'hem in foure anone. 

And toke thcr waie, and forthe thei gone 

The foure gatis for to afiaile, 

Of whiche the kepirs woll not failc, 7355 

For thei ben neithir ficke ne dede, 

But bardie folke, and ftrong in dede. 
Now woll I faine the coUntenaunctt> 

Of Falfe ScmWahtand Abftinauncc, 

That ben to Wickid Tong ywent ; 7360 

But firft thei hclde thcr parliment 

Whethir it to be doin trere 

To makin 'hem be knowin there 

Or ellis walkin forthe difgifcd; 

Butatthclaftethcidevifed 7365 

That thci wpnld gone in tapinagc, 

As it were in a pilgrimage, 
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I-lltcgodcandhoIie'folfceimfciTicdi ' 

And anon Dame ^ftintncc ftrcined 

Toke on a robe of camelinc 73^1) 

And gan her gratche as a bigtne. 

A large coverchicf of thredc 
She wrappid all about berhede; - 
But file forgate not het pfalterc. 

Apaireofbedisekeihebere ' 737^ • 

Uprto a lace all of white Chrede, 
On whiche that (he her bedis bede ; 
But flie ne bought 'fccm iieVfc* a dcfc. 
For thci were gi vpn her* I W»te wclc, 
God woteofafullholjcfrcrc, f$^ 

That faied he was her fathir dcrc, 
Tq whom file had oftiaer went 
Than any frere at his covent ; 

And he vifitid heralfo, 
And many' a fermone faied her to ; 738^ 

He n*oIde let for no man on live 
That he ne would her oftin fhrive, 
And with fo grete devooion 
Thei madin her coafefllion 

That thei had oftin for the nones 739O 

Two heddis in one hodc at ones. 

Of faire fliape I de vifed her the. 
But pale efface fometim* Wa« flic ; 
That falfe traitoureife trntrewe 
Was like that falowc horfc of hcwe ^3 9f^ 
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That in the' Apocalyps is fhe'ip<rcd, 
That fignificth t2io folkc bdhrewed 
That^ ben all full of trecherie^ 
And pale thorough hypocrifiej 
For on that horfe no colour is 74CO 

But onely dedde and pale iwii: 
Of fochc a colour enlangoured 
» V^^^Abftinenceiwiscoloure'df ' i ' • 
Of her eftatc (he her repcntfcd ' * 

Right as her vifage rcpVefcnted. • ' • 74^^ 

She had a burdoone all of theft ' ' 
That Gile had ycve her ftf hiiyeftj' -- ' 
An,d a ikrippe of faini diftrcfie,* ' 

That full was of el^g^ncfie, . . 

And forthe fhe walkid fobirlie. - ' 74 lO 

And Falfe Semblant faint, 50? vdwj </«?, 
And as it were for foche miftere" - ' 

Pojoon the cope of afrere, • 
With cbere fimple and full pitotis 
His lokino^ was not difdfcinrtus '' 74'5 

Ne proude, but mekc and ful pefible* 

About hijj ncckc he bare a ^ible, 
Afld fquyirly forthe gan he gon. 
And for to reft his limmes upon 

Hehadoftrtfon a potent; 74*0 

As he were feble* his waie he wentr 

But in his fleve he gan to thring 

f<four fliarpe and well biting. 
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That was yforgid in a fqrge r 

Whiche that mefi'citipin'Goupc Qocge« . .- -7425 

So long forth tt^r.vaic thci noniin * .. 
'ijriUthei toWi<;kidioOg^CQnuA, ... / * 

That at his gate jwas fittiogi 
And fawe folke in t^e. waie pafling. / 

The pilgrimis fawe^hc fall by 743^ 

That hcrin 'hem full mekiiy, 
And -humbly thei with him ymettc; 
Dame Abllincnccfitft him ygrectCy . 
And fithehim Falfe Semhiaacfalved,' 
And he 'hem, buthe not remcvcd,. ; 743JP 

For he ne drede 1^-aot s dele. 
Fur i^hanherawe,tbcriacii» weie . . 

Alwaie in herte him thought ib ' 
He {houl^JuQowin'hem bothe two, . . • 
For well he knewe Dame \bftinauncc, • 7440. 

But he ne knpwe dot Cuoilreinauaccr;' ' 
He kfiewe nat that ihe was conilraiaed, . 
Ne of her thev'is life yfaiued. 
But wende file come of will all fre, 
But file come in othir degre, 7445 

And if of gode will Ac began 
That will y was failid her th<in. 

And Falfe Semblant had he faine alfe, 

Buc he knewe nat that he was falfe 4 

Yet falfe was he^ Init his. falfnelTc ^ 74JO 

Ne coud he nat efpie nor gelTe, 
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For Semblant was fo flic ywrought 

Tha^ falfeoeffe'he n'e efpicd noqght; 

Buc haddefl thoB-kiiowin him bcforne 

Thou woldiA on a boke have fworne, 7455 

Whan thou him fawe in thilkc araie, 

I'hat he that whilom was fo gaic, 

Ajid of the dauncc Jolie Robin, 

Was rho become a Jacobin : 

But fothly what fo men 'hem call 74^ 

Frere prechouris ben gode men all; 

Thcr ordir wickidly thei beren 

$oche minRrellis i£ that thei wcren* 

Su ben Augufiins and Cordikres, 
And Carmis, and eke fackid freres, 74 65 

And all the freris (bode and bare. 
Though fome of 'hem ben grcte and fqoare, 
FoU holy men as I *hcm deroe; 
Fveriche of heQi would gode man feme; 
Butjhalt thou nfitiir af apparena 747^ 

Scin conclude gode cottfcquenie 
In any argument iivUt 
If .QLiflens all failid is; 
For men maie finde alwaie fophcmc 
The confequence to en veneme, 74 75 

Who fo hath had the fubtilte 
The double Sentence for to fe. 

Whan the pilg;rimii comin were 
To Wickid Tong that dwcUid there, 
5 
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Ther harneis nigh *hem was algate ; 7480 

By Wickid Tong adounc chei fate. 

That badde *hein ncre him for to come. 

And of tidingts tell him fome, 

And faied *hem , What cafe maki th you 

To comin into this place now ? 74^5 

Sir, fayld Strainid Abftinauncc, 

We for to drytn our penaunce 

With hcrtis pitous and devout 

Are commen as pilgrimes gon about ; 

Well nigh on fote alwtie we go ; 749© 

Full doughtie ben our hells two, 

And thus bothe we ben yfcnt 

Throughout the worlde that is mifwent 

To yeve enfample* apd prcchc alfo; 

To fifhin iinfuU men wc go, 7495 

Por othir fifhing.se fiflie we ; 

And, leve Sir, for that charitc, 

As wc be wont, crbo'rowe wc crave; 

Your life to amennc Chrift it fave. 

And fo it ihould you not difplefe 7500 

W^c wouldin, if it were your cfc, 

A (hort fermon unto you fain. 

And-Wickid Topg anfwcrcd again. 

The houfe (quod he) foche as yc fe 
Sh?U nat be warnid you for me ; 75 05 

rolumeVlIl, 4 H 
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Sale what yon lift and I woll here. 
Graoot mercie ! tho fwetd Sir dere. 
Quod aldirfirft Dame Abftinence, 
And thus began ihe her fentence ; 

Sir, the firft vertoe for certaine, 75 lO 

The gretift and moil fov^raine 
That maie be founde in any man 
For having or for wit be can 
That is his tong for to refrain ; 
Therto ought cTcry wight him pain, 75 15 

For it is bettir ftiil to be 
Than for to fpekin harme parde, 
And he that harkcneth it gladly 
He is no gode man fikirly. 

And, Sir, aboven all othir finne 7S^ 

In that art thou moft giltie inne; 
ThoQ fpake a jape not long a go. 

And, Sir, that was right eviH doe. 
Of a yoog man that here repaired. 
And nevir yet this place apaired, 75 15 

I'hoa faideft he awaitid nothing 
But to difceve Faire WTelcoming: 
Ye faidin nothing fothe of that. 
But, Sir, ye lie, I tell yo« plat : 
He Cometh no more ne goeth parde; 75JO 

1 trowe ye Ihal him nevir fe ; 
Faire Welcoming in prifon is 
That ofte hath plaicd with you er thi* 
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The fairift gainis that he coude 

Withootin filth, or ftil or loudc ; 75 35 

Now dare he not hiiprelfc iblace ; 

Ye han alTo the man do chace, 

That he dare neithir come De go : 

What mevith you to hate him fo 

But propirly your wickid thought, 7 j 40 

That many' a falfe lefing hath thought, 

That mevith your foiile eloquence, 

That janglith evre' in audience, 

And on the foike artiith blame, 

A nd doeth 'hem di&nnour and £hame 7iAS 

For thing that maie have no preving 
But likelinefle and contriving? 

For I dare faine that Refon demeth 

It h not alfitb thing tbatfemetb ; 

And it is (inoe for to cootrove 7550 

Any thing that is to reprove ; 

This wote ye wele^ and. Sir, therfore 

Ye arne to blame mochil the more; 

And natheleiTe he reckith Ute 

He yeveth not now therof a mite, 7535 

Fof if he thoughtin harme, parfaie 

He would ycome and gone all daie; 

He ne coude not himicif abilene ; 

Now Cometh he not, and that is fene, 

For he ne taketh of it no cure, 7 j 60 

JBut if it be through avinture, 

Hij 
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And laffc than othir foike algate. 

And thou here watchift at the gate 

With fpere in thine areft alwaie, 

There mnfe mufarde all the longe daie ; 75 6s 

Thoa wakift night and dzie for theaghts 

Iwis thy traveile is for nooght. 

And Jelouiie withoutin faile 

Shall nevir quite the thy traTeiie; 

And fkathc is that Faire Welcoming, 75 70 

Withoutin any trefpaffing, 

Shal wrongfully in prifon be, 

I'here wepich and languiihith he; 

And though thou nevir yet iwis 

Agiltift man no more hut this 7575 

Take not a grcfe, it were worthy ' 

To put the out of this baily, 

And aftirwarde in prifon lie, 

And fettrid the till that thou die ; 

For thou (halt for this iinne dwelle 75 $9 

Right in the devU's arfe of helle 

But if that thou repente the. 

Maifaie thou liefl falfely (quod he.) 

What, welcome with mifchauncd now f 
Have I theffere herberid you 7585 

To faie me ftiame and eke reprove. 
With foric happe to your behove ? 
Am I to day your herbegere f 
Go herbir you els where than here 
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That han a Her caSUd me. 7 590 

Two tregetours arte thou and he, 

Thaj in mine hous do me this fkame, 

And for my fothefawe ye me l>iame. 

Is this the fermon that ye me make ? 

To all the di vils i me take, 7395 

Or ellis God thou me con£ounde/ 

Btzt £r men didden this calbill feunde 

It paflith not ten dates or twelve 

But it was toide right to xny ielve, 

And as thei faide rigbt io toide I ; 7600 

He kifle the RqTd 'privily ; 

Thii$ faide I now, and have faid yore, 

I n'ot where he did any snore : 

Why (hould men faiciae Cache athiog 

If that it had yben gabbing ? 7605 

Right fc faide I, and woU faie yet, 

I trowe I lyid not of it ; . . . . 

Andwithmybemislw«lilblowe ' 

To all^ neighbooris arowie 

How he hath bothe o»min and gone. y6 10 

Tho fpake FjcUe Spmblanc right anone. 
Ail ia nat gofpell out of do»ce 
That men faine in the ttfune aboute : 
JL^ay no defe ere to my fpelding, 
I fwere you. Sir, it is^hbing ; 7615 

1 trow ye wote well certainly 
That no man loveth hid^i tendirly 

Hiij 
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That faith him harme, if he wote it, 

Ail be he ner fo pore of wit; 

Xnd fothe is alfo fikirly, 7 6 aO 

This know ye. Sir, as well as I, 

That lovirs gHdiy wol Tifiten 

The placis there ther loves habiten : 

This man you loveth and eke hbnoureth, 

l*his man to feryin you laboureth, 7625 

And cleptth you his frende fo dere. 

And this man makith you gode chere. 

And every where that he yon meteth 

He you faleweth and he you gretcth; 

He prefith nat fo ofte that ye 7630 

Oughte of* his coming encombrid be i 

There prefin othir folke on you 

Ful oftir than he doith now; 

And if his hert him ftrainid fo 

Unto the Rofc for to go 7 635 

Ye ihould him fene fo oftin nede . 

That ye (hould take him with the^dede ; 

He coude his comming not forbere. 

Though ye him thrillid with a fpere ; 

It n*ere not than as it is now ; 764c 

But truftith well, I fwcrc it you. 

That it is dene out of his thought. 

Sir, certis he ne thinketh it nought. 
No more ne doth Faire Welcoming^ 
That fore abyith all this thing, 7645 
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Andiftheiwerexifoneairent, , , • • 
Full fopc y were the Rofc ybent, " 
Tho the malgre your*s would jbe„ 

And, Sir, of o thing herkeneth mt ; 
Sithe ye this min that iovith you •• 7^3^ 

Han faide fueh'hvme and lha»d noW| 
Wittith wcUif h^ gcffid it 
Ye male well demin in yoar wit 
He ne wolde nothing love you fof 
Ne callin you his frende alfo, ' 7655 

But night and daie he wolUn wake 

The caftill to diftroie and take, 
\£ it were fothe as ye devife ; 

Or fome man in fome manir wife 

Might it warnin him every dele, 7669 

Or by himfelfe percevin wele. 

For fithe he might not come and gonei 

As he was whilom wonte to dona, 

He might it fon£ wite and fe. 

But now all othirwifc wote he. 766^^ 

Than have we, Sir, all uttirly 

Defervid hell, and jolily 

The deth of hclle doutileffe. 

That thrallin folke fo giltileiTe. 

Falfe Semblant fo provith this thing 7671 

That he ne can none anfwering, 

Apd feeth alwaie foche apparaunce 

That High he fcl in lepentaunce^ 



,d by Google 



ft TMM, &0«AtfMT OF T.BE> ■ OSKi 

And (aid him ; Sir, it maie well he ; 

Sembknt, a gode mas femin ye, 716 75 

And Abftinence, ful- wiie ye feme ; 

Of o talent you bothe I deme : 

What counfaile wol yse to me yevenf 

Right here juion thoo ifaait be fhrtven, 
And fay thy finne withoutin more ; 76 So 

Of this ihalt thou repent tiicfoK, ■ ■ 

For I am priefl, and^ave poAe . 
To ihrive folk of moil dtgnite 
, That ben as wide as vrorld maie 4ore; 
Of al this world i have the tore, 7^i 

And that had nevir yet perlbon 
Ne vjcarie* of no manirtoun. 

And God it wot I haw of the 
A thoufande timis more pite 
Than hath thy {irie|(lparochuU« 76SK) 

Though he thy frende be fpecialL 

I have avantage in o wife, 
That your prelates ben not £0 wife 
Ne halfe fo lettrid as am 1 ; 

I am licenfid boldily 7^95 

In divinite for to rede, 
And to confeifin out of drede. 

Tf that ye wol you now confeile, 
And leve your finnis more and leflib. 
Without abode knele doune anon 7 ;«0 

And you (hal have abfolucion. 

Here endetb Tlie Romaunt of the Rijs* 
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TROILUS AND CRESEIDE. 

IN FIVE BOKES, 

J. H E double forow of Troilus to telle, 
That was the King Priamus fonne of Troy, 
In loving how his a Venturis felle 
From wo to wele, and aftir out of joy. 
My purpofe>i8 er that I parte fro*y* 
Thou Thefiphone ! thou helpe me t'endite 
This wofal verfe/that wepin as I write. 7 

To the i clepe, thou goddeiTe of tourment. 
Thou cruil wight, forowittg ay in paine ! 
Helpe me, that am the wofuU inftrument 
That helpith lovirs as I can complaine; 
For wel fit ift, the fothd for to fjiine, - 
A woful wight tQ have a drtrj fere. 
And to a forowfuU tale a fory chere. 14 

For I, that god of Lov'is fervaontes fenre, 
Ne dare to love for ftiine unlikeUneffe, 
Prayin for fpede^ al ihould I therfor« ilerve. 
So ferre ^m I fro his helpe in dcrkeneffe ; 
But nathelefie if this may done gladneffe 
To any lovir, and his caufe aveile. 
Have he the thanke and mine be the travcile. si 

Troiius and Crefeid^ In this excellent bokc Is (hewed the fer- 
vent love of Troilus to Crefeide, whom he enjoyed for a tJme« 
and her gretc untruthc to him Againe in giving her felf to Dio- 
medes, who in the end did fo caft her off that ihc catneto grcte 
uifery. In whiche difcourfe Chaucer Uberally treteth of tin? 
dtvioc purvciaunce. Urry, 
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Bat yc lovirt that bathia in gUdnefle, 
Yf any drope of pite in you be, 
Remcmbrith you of paiiid hevinefle 
That ye have felte, and oq the'adverfite 
Of othir foUte, uid thiokith how that ye 
Han felte that Love durft you to difplefe 
Or ye han won him with to gret an cfe* sS 

And prayith for *hem that ben in the cace 
Of Troilus, as ye may aftir here 
^hat Love 'hem bring in hevio (o folace ; 
And eke for me prayith to God.fo dere. 
That I have might to (hew in fome manere 
Suche paine and wo as Loy*itfolke endure 
In Troilus uniely avinture. $S 

And biddith eke for them that ben di%eired 
In love, that nevir will recovered be. 
And eke for them thai falfeJy ben apeircd 
Through, wickid toogis* be it he* or ibe, 
And biddith God for his benigake 
So graunt *hem fene put of this world to pace 
That ben difjpatrid out of Lov'is grace. 4% 

And biddith eke for jthem that ben at eic 
That God *hem graunt in love-perfevorauncey 
And fende *hem grace tfaer lovis for to plefe. 
That it to love be worfhip and plcCuince ; 
For fo hope I my felfe befl to avaunce 
To pray for them that Lov'is fervanntes be, 
ADd write ^cr wo, and live in charity 4 49 
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And for to have of them compafliotin, 
As though I were ther ownd brothir dere* 
Now herkenith with a gode entenciodn. 
For now wol I go ftreight to my matere, 
In whiche ye may the double foroweshere 
Of Troilus in loving of Crefeide, 
Add how ihe fbrfoke him er that (he deide. 5 4 

It is wel wift how that the Grekis ftrong 

In armis with a thoufand ihippis went 

To Troid wardis, and the cite long 

Beficgedin, nigh tcft yeres ere thei ftcnt. 

And how in divers wife and one entefit. 

The ravifhing to wrekc of Qaeine Heleine, 

By Paris don , thci wronghtin all their peine . ^^ 

Now fell it fo that in the toone there was 
Dwelling a lord of grct anthorite, 
A gret divine, that clepid was Calcas, 
That in that fcience fo*€xperte was that he 
Knew wel that Troid ihould diftroyid be 
By anfwere of his god, that hight was thm 
Ban Phebus, or Apollo Delphicas. 7« 

So whan this Calcas knew by calculing. 
And eke by the' anfwere of this god Apollo, 
That Grekis fhouldln fache a peple bring 
Thorow the whiche that Troy muft be fordo, 
He cade anone out of the toane to go. 
For wel he wift by forte that Troie (holde 
Diftroyid be, ye, would who fo or n'olde j * 77 
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Wherfore for to dcpartin foftily 
Toke purpofe ful this wight, forknowixig, wife, 
And to the Qrekis hoft ful privily 
He flale an one, and thei in corteia wife 
Didin to him both worihip and fervice, 
In truft that lie hath conning *hein to rede 
In every peril which that was to dr^de. 84 

Grete rumour rofc whan it wa» firfl efpied 
In al the touoe, and opinly wasi^oken 
That Calcas traitour fled was, and alied 
To them of Grece ; and cafte was to he wrokcm 
On him that.falily hath his faith to broken, 
And faid that he and al his kinne atones 
Were worthy to be brent both fell and bones. ^i 
« JNow had this Calcas Icfte in this mifchannce. 
Unknowing of this falfe and wicked dcde, 
A doughtir whiche that was in grete penauncc. 
And of her life jSie was full fore in drede. 
And ne wift nevtr what beft Was to rede ; 
And as a widowe was &e and alone, 
And n*ift t* whom ihe might ymakchtr 9)one« 98 
c-Crefeide ywas this ladies name aright; 
As to my d.omc: in.al Troy*i8 cite 
Moft fairid.lady, pailing every wight; 
So angelike (bone her natife be»ute 
That like: a thing immortal femid ihe. 
And therwith was flie fo parfite a creture 
As Ihe had be mad? in fcctimug of Nature. 105 
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,d by Google 



^«&X rxoitQSAmrciEisciDx; §f 

This ladf , whiche dun al day hcrdc at ere 
Her fathir*s ihame, bi» falAkcd, and traffonn, 
Ful nigbr OBt of h«r wit for {otow* and fere» 
In widowers habite large of famite broun. 
Before HeAor on knees flie fitt adovn. 
His mercy bad> her (ei6n exciifiag 
Wkh pstoui Toke^ and tendirlf weping, < ii^ 

Now waatfcit Hedorpitotts of natnre. 
And faw that (he was fbrow^lbc^^ne. 
And that ihe was h hire a creature, 
Of his godeoeffe be gladid her anoRey 
And faide, Let your fatkir's traifon gone 
Forth with mifchauncr, and ye yosr felf is joye 
I>wellith with us whilisyou lift in Traye» x t^ 

And al the hoDoar men may do you hwrt. 
As fcrforth as though your faihir dwelrker«| 
Ye (hul have,. and yioor body thai men iave. 
As fer as t may ought enquire and here. 
And ihe him thaokid with ful humble ckeve^ ^ 
And oftir wolde and it had been his will, 
And toke her levc, went home, and hekte herftill. i z4 

And in her boufe (he* abode with fach neme 
As til her honour nede was for to hoMe ; 
And while Bie was dwelling ift tkae cite 
She kepte bar eftate, and of yong and olde 
Ful wel beloved, and wel men of her tolde; 
But whethir that (he childrin bad or none 
tnxie it nat, therfore I lee it gone. Ijj 
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The thingift feltin as thd done of werre 
Betwixio 'hem of Troie and Grckis ofte, 
Forfome (lay boughtin thei of Troie it derre. 
And eft thq Grckis foundin nothing foft 
The folke of Troie : and thus Fortune aloft 
And undir cfte gan 'hem to whelnun bothe, 
Aftir her courfe, ate while that tbei wer wrothe. 149 

But how this toune came to diftruccion 
Ne fallith not, to purpofc me to tel ; 
For why ? it were a long digreflion 
Fro my matir, and you to long to dwel; 
But the Troyan je(li», all aa thei fel 
In Omcr, or in Dares, or in Ditc, 
Who fo that can may rede 'hem as thei write. 147 

But though the Grckis them of Tjroie in Ihetten, 
And ther cite befegtd al aboute, 
Ther oldc ufagis n*oldin thei not letten. 
As to honouren ther goddis ful devoute, 
But aldijmoft in honour out of doute 
Thei had a relicke hight Palladion, 
That .was ther truft abovin everichon. 154 

And ib befel, whan comin was the time 
Of Aprilis, whan clothid is the mcde 
With newe grene, of luAy Ver the prime. 
And with fwete fmelling fiouris white and rede 
In fondrie wife (hewid, as I you rede. 
The folke of Xrpie ther obfervaunccs olde, 
Faliadion'is feft, went for tp hplde. 161 
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UnCQ the temple in all ther heU wife 
In general went every manir wight 
To herein of PaUadion's fenrice. 
And namily many a luily knight. 
And many' a lady frefh and maidin bright; 
Full well befeyn the moA meyne and led 
Both for the fefon and for the hie feft. |6S 

Among thefe othir folkewas Crefeida, 
In widdowe's habite blake; but nath^les 
Right as our firft lettir is now an A, 
In beaute firft fo ftode fiie makeles; 
Her godely loking gladdid ail the pres; 
N*as nevir fcne thing to be praifcd fo derre, 
Kor under clouds blake fo bright a fterre t^s 

As was Crefeide, thei faidin everichone . 
That her beheldln in her blake wedp ; 
And yet flie flode ful lowe and ftil alone, 
Behinde all othir folke, in litii brede, ■ 
And nie the dore, aye nndir iham'is drede. 
Simple* of atire» and debonaire of cherd, 
With full aifurid loking and manere. ^ lt% 

Dan Troilus as he was wont to gide 
His yong^ knigbtis, ladde *bem up and dovse 
In thilke large temple on every fide, 
Beholdiug aie the ladies of the toune 
Now here now thdre, for no devocioune 
Had he to none to revin him his reft, 
Bti( gan to pi;ftifc and lackin whom he IdJu 1 89 
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And in his walke fol fafte he gan to waton 
If knight or fquyir of his auBpatny 
Gan for to dke, or let his e}'in baiten 
On any woman that he coude efpie^ 
Then he would fmile, andholdeit a folic,- 
And fay hina thus; O Lord 1 ihe ilepith fofte 
Foi love of the , whan thou tixrniil ful of te« x ^ 

I have hende tel pardienz of your living, 
Ye lovirs, andof yonr leudc obfervaunce. 
And whiche a labour folke have in winning 
Of love, and in the keping whidie donuunoe. 
And whan your pray is loft wo and peaaunce. 
O very fc^si Hliade and aice be ye, 
Thtrt U not •one can ware by othir be. sog 

And with that worde he fFan cail up hit browe 
Afc2unce, lo ! is diis not wifely ifpoken ? 
At whiche t,he god of Love gan Idkin row« 
Right for difpite, aiid fiiope him to be wroikeii; 
He kidde;moii.his bowe was not to brokea^ 
For fodainly ite hitte ban at the full, 
And yet as proude a pecccke can he pal. aio 

O blindd worlde ! o hlinde entencioun ! 
How ofitimfadlitfa aith* efi*e<5le contraire 
Of furquedrie and iwAc prefnnpcJMin ? 
For caught is proode asdcaughtis debonairc ; 
I'his Troilusis-dombin oo the lloire^ 
And litil wenith that he mote difceode ; 
JBat al day failitfa thing that Sblis wcade. %t^ 
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As proude BayJurd beginnith for to (k^ppe 
Out of the wiy (fo prickith him his come) 
Till he a laibe have of the long^ whippe, • • 
l^han th^bkith he though I prauoce alhefonie 
Firft io the traife, fall fatte and tiewd xjhonie^. 
yet am I hot ao horde, and hors'is laiwe 
I mud endure, and with my feria drawe ; 924 

So fared it by this fiers andproude knight ; 
Though he a worthy king'isfonn&were. 
And wenid that nothing had had fuch might 
Ayenft his wilthat ihould hi< hertd fiere, 
Yet with a loke hiahert ywoae on fire, 
That he that now v^as moil in pride above 
Woxe fodainly moAe fubjeA unto love. aj X 

Forthy enfample takith of this man 
Ye wiie, proude, and worthy folkis ail» 
To ikornin Love, wbiche that fo fond can . 
The frcdom e of your hertis to him tfaral ; . . 
For evir was and evir ihall befal 
That Love is ho that al thingis may binde^' 
For no man maie fordo the law of kindc. {(38 

That this be fothe hath previd and doth yet. 
For this (trowe I) ye knowin al and fome» 
Men redin nat that folke han gretir wit ^ 

Than thci that han ben mod with love inqme. 
And llreogiil foike ben therwith ovircome. 
The worthyift and gretiil of degr e ; 
This was and is, and yet loan ihal it fe. 245 
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And tsw&die it fitte wdl to be £o. 
For aldirwi£& has tberwith ben piefcd. 
And thei tlvtt iuui %ai aldirnxiAe in wa 
Wiih love Jiaii ben comfortid moil andeiH, 
And o^itJaauh the craill herte apefed. 
And worthy^&yHcc ttiade ^vcrtbyi^ of name, 
And caufithmsft to dredin 'vice and fliame* 2j % 

Now ;(hh it may nat goddy be withftonde. 
And is a thi^ fe vcrcoous in luode, 
Nc grudglth nought to Lo^e for to ben boode, 
Sithe as kinifdvanihil he may you binde ; 
The yerde is beUe ihot lowJH tvoi and aortuU . 
Than that Aat i»^i and thcrfore \ you xode 
Fob)with hina^hat io well can you Isdc ft 59 

13 ut for to teilin fbrtii in fpeciail / 

As of this king'iB ibnoe of whiche I tolde. 
And levin othir thing collaterally 
Of him thinke i my tale forth tohelde, 
Bothe of his joye and of his caris cdde. 
And all his werke as touching this aiatere, 
fur I it gan,l'wol tbcrto refere. ft66 

WitkiB the tcniple wemehim forth playing 
This TroiUtstv^h every wight about, 
On this lady and now on that loking, 
Whercib &c w-cre of tonne or of without ; 
And upon caie beiil that through a roue 
11 is eye ypercid, and io depe it went * 

Til on Crefeide it fmote, and there it fient, ■ a;3 
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And fod^ly ferMPondir wext a&ooed. 
And gan b^r bet bdkolde In thri£ty wife ; 
O mercy, God ! tboogbt he, where haft thou vanned ^ 
That arte fo fa^re and godely to dcvife ? 
Therwith His he'rt began to fprede and rife, 
And fofte he iighid, led men might him here. 
And caught ayen bis formir playing chere. 480 

She n'as nat with the lefte of her ftaturey 
But al her limmisib wel anfttreriog 
Werin to womaahode, that creature 
Was nevir lafle manniibe in ieming, 
And eke the pard wife of her mening 
She ihewid wel, that men might in her gefle 
Honour, efiate, and womanly cobiefle. 087 

Tho Trollus right wondir wel witball 
Gan for to like her mening and her chere, 
Whiche fomdele deignous was, for fhe let fal 
Her loke alite a fide, in fuche manere 
Afcauncift, what! may I nat fiondin here ? 
And aftir that her loking gan (he light, 
That never thought him iene fo gode a iight. 094 

And of her lokc in him there gan to quicken 
So grete deilre and fuche siEeAioun, 
That in bis hert*is bottom gan to Hicken 
Of her his fixe and depe impreflioun ; 
And tbough he erft bad porid up and doun 
Than was he glad his homis in to Hirinke ; 
y^nethis wiil be bow to Joke or wi^ke. $ot 
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Lo ! he that lete him feWia fo conni&g. 
And fcornid 'hem that lov'is painis drien. 
Was ful unware that Love had his dwelling 
Within the fabtil flremis of her eyen. 
That fodainlyhim thought that he felte dien 
Right ^ith her loke the fpirite in hie herte : 
filefiid be J^ve, that thas can folke coovcrte 1 30S 

She thus ifi bl&ke loking to Troihis 

Ovir al thing he ftode for toheholde, 

But his deiire, ne twherefore he ikode thus, 

He neithir chere made ne worde thereof tolde. 

But from aferrQ, his manir for to holde» 

On othic thing fbmtime hisiokehe caft. 

And efte on her; while that the fervice laft. 3 j^ 

And afcir thiJs, not fully all awhaped» 
Out of the temple eilliche he wente. 
Repenting him that evir he had japed 
Of Lov'is folke, left fully the difcentc 
Of fcorne fil on him felf ; but what he mente 
Leftc it were wlile on any manir fide 
His wo he gan diflimulm and hide« 3 %% 

Whan he was fro this temple thus departed 
He (Ireight anone unto his palais turnech ; 
Right with her loke thorough fliottin and darted, 
Al frainith he in lufte that he fojoumeth, 
And all his chere and fpeche aUa* he abnormeth, 
And aie of Lov'is fervauntes every while, 
HiD^elfeto wnc>at'hoinhegantoXauIe, 339 
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And fayd. Ah, Lord! £b ye Hve all in loil. 
Ye lovirs, fqr the conniogift of you. 
That fer vitl> moil emendfielicbe and beft, 
Him titc a^ofcmhamu therof as prawe; 
Your hire is quite ayen, ye, God wote howe. 
Not wel bit vrtt, bat ikorne for gode fervilie ; 
In faithe your ordir is ruled in gode wife. 336 

In no ct!!rtaine ben your obfervaunces. 
But it in a few fely poincis be, 
Ke nothing aikethfogret attendauoces 
As doth your laie, and that knowin al ye ; 
Buc that is not the worft, as mote I the, 
But tolde I which were the Worft point, I Jewe^ 
Ai iaide I rothe,.yc woldin at me greve. 343 

But take this ; that ye lovirs ofte efchewCy 
Or ellis done of gode eotencion, 
Ful ofte thy lady wol it miileconftrewe, 
And deme jtharme in her opinion, 
And yet if (he for othir enchefon 
Be wroth, then fbalt thou have a groin anoac : 
X«orde ! wel is him that may bene of you one f 356 

But for al this, whan that he feeth his time,. . 
He held hi&peeS| noli othir bote him gained, 
For Love began his fethirs fo to lime, 
7'hat wel unnethimto his foJke he fained 
That othir bdfy nedishim diHrained ; 
So wo was him that what to done he n'ift, 
B ut bad hi» folke to.gone where as 'hem lift. 357. 
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And whan that he in chambre was alone 
He dounc upon his bedd'is fete him fette, 
And firfl he gan to fike and efte to grone. 
And thought aie on her fo withoutin lette. 
That as he fatte and woke his fpirite mette 
That he her faugh and temple*', and all the wife 
Right of her loke, and gan it newe avife. ' 364 

Thus gan he make a mirroar of his minde, 
\^ whiche he faugh all wholly her figure, ' 
And that he wel coude in his hcrt y&ide 
It was to him a right gode avinture 
To love fuche one, and if he did his cure 
To fervia her yet might he fal in grace, 
Or els for one of her fer vauntes pace : 571 

Imagi^^tng that ne travaile nor grame 
Ne might for fo godcly an one be lorne^ 
As (he ne him fctr his defire no Ihanse, 
Al were it wifle, but in prife and upborne 
Of alle lovirs, wel more than beforne. 
Thus argnmentid be in his ginning, 
Ful unaviiid of hi s wo comming. 3 7S 

Thus toke he purpofe Lov'is crafte to fewe. 
And thought that he would workin privily, 
Firfl for to hide all his defire in mewe. 
From every "wight ibornc all uttirly. 
But he might ought recovered ben therby, 
Rcmembring him that Love to wide iblmut 
TeltLUtir/ruie^ alibbugbfwetefede be/oive» . * . 3S5 
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Aod ore al tliuful mokil more be thought ' 
What for to fpeke and what to holdia inne. 
And what to artin her to love he fought. 
And on a fon^ anone right to beginne. 
And gan loude on his forowe for to winne; 
For with gode ho{>e he gan fuliy afTente 
Grefeida for to love, and nought repente. 391 

And of his fonge not onely his fentcnce^ 
(As write mine au^our, callid Lolius) 
But plainely, fave our tong'is difference, 
I dare wel fay in al that Troilus 
Saied in his fonge, \o\ every word right thus 
As I (hal faice, and who fo lift it here 
JLo! next this verfe he may it findin here. 399 

The/onge •/ Urtnliis out o/'JP^rarche, 

If no love is, o God, what fele I fo! 
And if love is, what thing and whiche is he ? 
If love be gode from whence coroith.my wo ? 
If it be wicke a wondlr thinkith me, ' 
Whan every tUrment and advetfite 
That Cometh of him may to me favery thinke. 
For aye more thurU I the more that I drinke. 406 

And if that at ndine owne luft I brenne. 
From whence comith my wailing and my pleinte? 
If harme agre me wherto plaine I thenne f 
1 n*ot nere why ^wery that 1 feinte. 
O quicke .deth.! o fweteharme fo qucinte! 
How may 1 fe in. me fochc quantite 
ISmt a that I C9nfePte (hat it fo be ? 413 
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And if that 1 confente I w rmigfu lly 
Complaine iwia. Thus poffid to aad iroy 
As fterelefs wight is in a bote, am I, 
Amidde the fe atwixin windi* two 
That in contrarie fiondin eTxrino. 
Alas ! what is this wondir maladie } 
For hete of colde, for colde of hcte, i die. 420 

And to the god of Lotc thos iayid he 
With pitous voice ; O Lorde ! now your'is Is 
My fpirite, whiche that onghtin yoer'is be ; 
You thonke 1, Lord, that han me brought to chit; 
Bat whethir goddeffe or woman iwis 
She be I n'ot whiche, that ye do me ienrc, 
Bat as her ntan I wol aie live and fterve. 4 %} 

Ye ftondtn in her eyin mightily, 
As in a place unto your vertoe digne, 
TVherfore o Lord I if my fervicc or I 
May likin you, fo bethe me to beo, 
For mine eilate royal here i refigne 
Into her honde, and with ful humble chere 
Become her man, as to my lady derCr 434 

EitdtihilifiMge, 

In him ne deigned to fparin blodc roytll 
The fire of love, wherefro may God me blo^e! 
Ne him forbare in no degre for all 
His vertue or hi&ercelieat prewcffe, 
But heldc him as his thrall lowe in dillrefle, 
And brendc him fo in fondrie wife aie ncwe, 
That fixty times a day he loAe his hewc. 44-r 
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So muchiU date fiwrdaie hlsown^ thoagbt 
For lode to her gan qutckin and encrcfir, 
That cvericbe otbir charge he Istte ai{ nooght ; 
Forthy lul oftio, his hofte fire^tocefe, 
To fene her goddy* h>ke he gan to prefis, 
For thcrby- t»bea efidwei he wende, 
And ale the nere he waa the more he brende ; 44 S 

For aie the netc the fire the faottur is. 
This (trowe I ) koomith al this compaoy \ 
But were he ferrc or nesc I dare faie this. 
By night or daie, for wifedome or foiM, 
His hert^, whiche fihalt ishis brefb'iseye. 
Was aie on her, that fatrir was to feoe 
Tlian evir was Helein or Polyzene. 45^ 

£ke of. the daie there paffid' nat an houre 
But to htvfiilf a thou imde- times be hiiB, 
God godely, to whom I ferve andlabonre 
As beil ( eviy now would to God, Crcficids, 
Ye wouldin on me rue er that 1 diede ; 
My derc hsrte, alas! mine hele, and my hewe, 
And life, is lofte but ye w£Jl on me rewe. 46^ 

All othir dredia werin from him fledde 
Bothe of th' alliege andhis,^¥adso, 
Ne* in his dcfire none.adiir fancy breddc 
But argumeiyes to thiis Conclufton, 
That Ibe on bin. would ban oompailion,. 
And he to ben her man while he maic dure \ 
Lo here his life, and from bis death his cure. 469 

Folumc F2II. K 



,d by Google 



flO TftOltUS AND CRESEI«C« ^ci«/» 

The fliarpe (houris fell of anniB preve 
That He&or or hit otbir brethrin didden 
Ne made him onely therefore onis mere. 
And yet was he, wher fo men -went or ridden, 
Found one the heft, and lengift time abiden 
There peril was, and eke did fuche travail 
In armig that to thinke it was mervaiie. 4 76 

But for noqe^hate he to the Grckkhady 
Ne alfo for the refooos of the toun, 
Ne made him thus in armis for to mad. 
But onely lo ! for this conclufiono. 
To likin her Jthe bet for his reneun : 
Fro daie to daie in armis fo he fpedde 
Thftt all the G rekis as the deth him dredde. 4S3 

And fro this forthe tho reft him love hia flcpc, 
And made his mete his foe, an<l eke his forow 
Can muhiplie, that who fo tofci kepe 
It ftiewid in his hewe both even*and morow, 
Therfore a title he gan him to borowe • 
Of cthir fickcncffe, left men of him wende 
That the hotte fire of cruOl love him brendc ; 49^ 

And faicd he by a fcvir fared amis ; 
Bat how it was certain 1 cannot fay. 
If that his ladic nnderflode nat this,' 
Or fainid her flie n'ift, one of the tweic 5 
Butwellredelthatbynomahirwcic * 
Ne femid it as if ihe on him rought, 
jQr pf his painp, what fo cvir he thought, 49 7 
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But than yfelt thisTroilas foche wo 
That he waft wel nigh wode; for aie his drede 
Was this, that flie fome wight had lovid fo 
That ner of hiniflie would han takin hede, 
For whiche him thought he felte his herte blede; 
Ne of his wo ne durfl he nought begin 
To tellin her for ail this worlde to win. 5 04 

But whan he had aipace left from hid care 
Thus to himfelf iutt oft he gan to plain ; 
He faied, O foiei now art thou in the fairs 
That whibm japedift at loV'is pain ; 
Now art thdu hent, now gnaw thin own^ chain : 
Thoii wcrt aie woned eche lovir reprehende 
Of thing frof which thou canft aat the defende. 511 

What woU now every lovir faine of the 
If this be wift ? but er in thine abfence 
Laugh in in fcorne, and fain, Lo ! there goth he ; 
That is the man of fo grete fapience, 
That heldeus lovirs lefle in reverence : 
Now thanked be God he maie gon on the daun«e 
Of 'hem chat Love lifte febly to avaunce : 518 

But o thou wofull Troilus ! Ood would 
(Sithe thou nrnft lovin through thy deftine) 
That thotcbdiBt wer of foche one that ihoulci 
Know all thy wo, all lackid her pite ! 
But all fo colde in love towardis the 
Thy ladle is as froft in wintir mone, 
An4 thou fordon as fnowc in fire is fone« 5 15 

Kij 
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God would I were zrvnA in the part 
Of deth, to whicbe tny forowe iwoll me ledc \ 
Ah, Lorde ! to me it were a^rete comfoity 
Than were I quite of languiiftaDg^in drede, 
iFor by my htdde forowe iblowe is brede 
I ihall bejapid beo a thoafaodetime 
More than th^t lole of whole foly men rime. $^% 

But n»w -hei^e God, and ye my fwete, forfvliom 
I plaine \ icought ye os.Ntx wight fo hSii 
O mercie, my dere herte ! andhdpe me from 
The deth, for I w^hile that my life naate laft 
MoFe than my Kfe woU love yon to my laft ;- 
And with foine frendly loke giadith me, f wcte ! 
Though jQe vir nothmg more ye me hehete. $^^ 

Thefe wordij^^od fall manyVan othir mo 
He fpake, and callid evir in his pidnte 
Ikr name, to telUn unto hcrlus wo. 
Till nigh that hcin £aite tens was drexnte ; 
Ail was for nou^t ; fiie herd nat his compleinte ; 
And whan thai itve ibeth6ught en that folie 
A thoufand /olde. ht« wo gan multq)lie. 5 46 

Bewailing in his chamhir thss alone 
A frendc bi his» ihul callid was Paodare, 
Came OX&A in unware, and herd him gMiie, 
And fawe his freod m foche diilieire and care ; 
Alas ! (quod he) who c&vfick aU this fare ? 
O mercie God ! w.hat unfaap maie this metie ? 
Han now thu^ibn^ the Crrdus made y«a lenc I sa 
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Or iiaft diau'foiineTemorce of cofnfcknce ? > 
And art noW &ll.ift fome devociodn, 
And wailift far thy iiiine and thine ctffence ^ 
And haft for ferde yconpf ht contriciouft } 
God fave 'hem that beitegid han oar toun, 
That fo can laie our joiite ofi preiTe, 
And bring oar laftie foike to holineffe ! 5 60 

Thefe vrordit faied he for the nonis all, 
That with fochc thing he might him angry maken^ 
And with hie angre doeb hk forowe fall 
As for a time> and his corage awaken ; 
But weU wift he, as ferre as tongis fpeken^ 
There n'a« a man of gretir hardineilb 
Than he, oc aiore defirid worthinelTe. 5^7 

What cas (quod Troilus) or what avintarc 
Hath gidid the to fene me languiihing. 
That am refufe of cvdry cretare ? 
But for the love of God, at my praying. 
Go hence awaie, for cercis my dying 
WoU the difcle, and 1 mote nedis deie, 
Therfore f^a waie; tkere n*is no more to feie. .574 

But if thou wene I be thus (tcke for drede 
It is nat fo, and therefore fcorne me nought ; 
There in an othir thing \ fake of hede 
Wei more than ought the Grekiii han yet wrought, 
Which caufe is of my deth for fofow and thought, 
But though that I now tell it the ne lefte 
Be thou nat wrotbe ; 1 hide it for the befle. j 8 J 

K'iij 
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This Pand«re, ^at nigh mafeior wo and routh. 
Full ofcin faied, Ab»\ wltac maie thiabe ? 
Now fread^, (quod he) if evir low fartrottth 
Hath ben er tibis betwixia the asid me 
Nc doc thou nevir foehe a eruike 
To hidin fro thyfnnde £o grete a care; 
Wofl thou not weU that it am I Pandaie ? ' 5 gS 

I woll partake wkh the of all dif paine ; 
If it fp bte I doe the no comfort. 
As it is frend^i» right, (othe for tofaine. 
To entrrpartiQ wo as gladdifport 
I have and &M\ for true or laUe report^ 
In wrong and right, tloved the all my li«e; 
Hide not thy vo!frpm me, but t^U it biiTe. 5915 

Than g»n thisforowfnii TroSliia to fikc^ 
And fnied him thus; God leve it be my bed 
To tellin the, for fithe it maie the like 
Yet woll I te^l it the though my herte breft. 
And well wote I thow maieil do me mi reft. 
But left thou 4t;ote that i truft oatto the : 
Now herkin ff eade, for thus it Aant with me. Coz 

I.ove, ayenil the wbiche whofo defeodith 
Him fdvio moAe him aldirleftavaileth, 
With difpeire fo forely me ofFendith 
1'hat ftreight unto the deth min^ hert y£uleth. 
Thereto deftre fo brepningly me* aflaileth 
That to ben flain it were a gretir joie 
To me than king of Grcce to be and Troie. 699 
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Suftfith'thls, mif Mly frende Pandare, 
That I have faied, £or novr woteft thou my wo. 
And for the have of Gxjd my coldc care 
So hide k well, J'toideit ner to xno, 
For harmii ihigihtialolowen xno than two 
If it were w{ft;>bi£t be thou in gladnefie, 
iUvl let dm£ ket'Vt imknow e of my dxflrefle« 6 16 

How hail (hou thus unkindcly and long 
Hid this fro roe, thou fole ? (quod Paadarus) 
Paraventurcithou maiefl for £bcbe one long 
That mine avife anooc mate htdpin us. 
This were a woadir thing, (quod Troilus) 
1 hou couldift ncr in love thy fclfin wifle. 
How devin maieft thou bringin me to blifie i 62$ 

Ye, Troilus, aiow herkiiJ,(qaod Pandix*.) 
Though I be nice, it bapptch oftlnfo, 
That one that of axss^doeth full til fare 
By gode couniailc can kepe his frend tlwrfro; 
I have my feif yfeiae a blinde man g4> 
There as he fell wiuch that could lokin widei 
jl/bU mate eJkff a w^ man a/tin gide, 6^6 

A whetftooe i% no kerving inftrume&t,. 
But yet it makith 4harpc kecving tolis ; 
And if thou wofi tha^ 1 have aught 4nif went 
Efchue thoathat, for foche thing to fchole is^ 
Thus oftin wife men ben warin by £oli« : 
If thou fo do thy wit is well bewared; 
jPy b'u cQntrary is every thing declared*- ^3 1 
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For how m^ht evir fwetueile have be know 
To h^iLthat ne vir tallid b ittirnefle ? 
No man ne wot what gladneiTe h I trowe 
That nevir was ip forowe* oribme'diftreffe; 
Eke white.by black, by ihame eke worthioes; 
£che fet by othirmore for othir femeth, 
As men male fene, and fo the wife it demeth. 644 

Shhe thus of twa contraries is a lorc« 
I that in Iotc fo oftin have afifaycd . . . 
Grevauncis ought to connin weil.the more 
Counfailin the of that thou art diimaied, 
And eke tl^e ne ought not ben ill apaied 
Though I deiirin with the for to here 
"JThine h'eyie. charge; it ihall the iaie the dere. 6$ t 

I wote weH that it farid thus by me 
As to my brothir Paris an heirdeffe 
Whiche that yciepid was Oeoone 
Wrote ^% complaint of her hcvineflej 
Ye fawe the lettir that fhe wrote i gefle. . 
Naie, ncjrir.yet iwis (quod Troilus.) 
KoW (quod Pandare) herkinith, it was thus. 65 S 

Phcsbus, ^tfaat firil found art of medicine, 
(Qnod fhe) and coud in every wxght'is care 
Remedy' and rede by her bis he knewe fine. 
Yet to ^imfclf his conning was full bare. 
For love had him fo boundio in a fnare, 
All for the doughtcr of the King Admete, 
That all his craftBC coud his forowe bete« i^ 
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Right fo fare I ; mhappiiy for me 
1 love one beft, and ehat me fmertkh fore, 
And yet pantsBtnre I can rede die 
And nat my folf ; repreve thou me no inore, 
I have no caufe I wete wdLfor to fore 
As doeth an hauke chat liftitfa for to plaie, 
Bot to thine helpe yet fomwbat can J Sake, 67% 

And of o thing right fikir maieft thou be, 
That certain for to dyin in the paki 
That I (hall oenr mo dtfcoTir the, 
Ne by my trouth I kepe oat to reftrain 
The fro thy love, although it were Hdein, ' 
That is thy hrothir's wife, if I it vrifi, ^ ^ 
Be what (he be, and love her as the lift. 67^ 

Therefore as freodfcUiche in me alTure, 
And tell me platte what is thine enchefon 
And finall caufe of wo that ye OKlure, 
For doubtithiMthtfig mine-entenclon 
^'as nat to you of reprehenjion 
To fpeke as now, £or no wight oude birevs 
A man to love till that him lift to leve. 6S6 

And therefore wetith wel that both ben vids, 
Miftruftin all or ellis ail bdeve ; 
But well I wote the mene of it no vice is, 
As for to tiuftin Xomc wight is a preve 
Of trouth, andforthy would 1 fain rmnevio 
Thy wrong conceipt, and do the fome wight tnift 
Thywoto£ell,andte]|meifthe]uA« 693 
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The wife faieth, Wo is him that is alone, 
For and he fail he hach none helpe to rife; 
And fithe thou hafl a felowe tell thy mone. 
For this pe is nought certain the next wife 
To winnin love, as techin us the wife, 
To waile and wepe as Niobe the quene, 
Wiiofe eeris yet in marble ben ifene. 700 

Let be, thy weping and thy drerioefle. 
And let us ieflin wo with othir fpeche. 
So maie thy wofull time femin the lefle; 
Delitith nought in wo thy wo to feche. 
As doen tbefe £dii that ther forowesecbe 
With forow« whan thci ban mifavinture. 
And luflin nought to fechin othir cure. 707 

Men faipe, To ivretcbe is cotifilaci$M 
Tq have an otbirfvlotue in bispaine; 
That ought well to ben our opinion, 
For we bothe thou and I of love do plain ; 
So full of forowe am I, fothe to faine. 
That certainly as now no more hard grace 
Maie fit on me; for why ? there is no fpace. 714 

YfOod wol thou art nought agaft of me 
Left I would of thy lady the begile; 
Thou woft thy felf whom that I love parde. 
As I beft can, gon fit bin longd while, 
And fithe thou woft I do it for no wile. 
And fithe I am he that thou truftith moft, 
TcLme fom what, fens al my wo. thou wofte* j%\ 
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Yet Troilui for al this no worde faide, 
Bat long he laie as ftill as he ded were, 
And aftir this with (iking he abraide, 
And to Pandaras voice he lent his ere. 
And up hia eien caft he ; and than in fere 
Was Pandarus lefte that in a frenfeye 
He fliould yfal , or ellis fone deye ; 7 %8 

And faid, Awake, full wondirliche and iharpe ; 
"What ilombrifl thou as in a lethargyi 
Or art thou like an aiTe unto the harpe, 
That herith foun, whan men ihe ftringis ply, 
But in his mind of that no melodic 
Maie (inkin him to gladin, for that he 
$0 dull is in his beftialite ? 735 

And iHth this Pandare of his wof dis ftent, 
ButTroilus to him no thing anfwerde; 
For why f to tellin was nought his entent 
Ner to no man for whom that he fo ferde. 
For it is faid, Men makin ofte a yerde 
With ijubicb the niakir is bimfelfe ibeten 
in ibndrie manir, as thefe wife men- tristen. . 749 

And nameKcfae in his counfaile telling 
That touchith love, that ought to ben fecre. 
For of himfalfcit woli inough out fpring, 
But if Jthat it the bet governid be ; 
Eke foQUime it Is crafte to fen^c :o Be 
Fro thing whichia effete men huntin ^de: 
^\ xhU gan Troilus in bis hcrtftjcafte, . . . . 749. 
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But nathelefic whan he faadberde fuss, crie 
Awake, he gan to fike wondir (ore. 
And fayd, My frende, aithoagh that ftili I lie 
I n*am not defe ; now pece, and crie n» morey 
For I have herde thy wordis and thy lore. 
But fuffir me my fortune to bew^kn. 
For thy pro verbis may nought me availea ; 756 

Nor othir cure ne canft thounoaclor me, 
£ke I n'il not ben corid ; 1 woU die : 
What knowin I of the Quenc Niobe ? 
l.et be thine olde eniamplit, 1 the prey. 
No, frende, (quod Pasdarus) ther£ore I £ey 
Suche is delite of fbiw to bewepe 
Ther wo, but to ftkin bote thet ne kepe. 7^1 

Now knew I that there refon in the £ulcth ; 
But tellith me, if \ wide what flic were 
For whome that the at mifa^nture sileth 
Durfte thou truft that I tolde it in her era 
Thy wo, fith thou darft not thy Telle for fert. 
And her befougbt on the to han fomc roathe I 
Why nay, (quod he) by God and by mytroiitfae. 770 

What! not as belUy (quod Pandann) 
As though mine owne life lay in thi* ncde ? 
Why no, parde, Sir, (quod this Troihis.) 
And why ? For that then (bouldifi ncvir fpede. 
Wofl: thou that weU.^ Ye, that is out of drede, 
(Quod Trt>ili|8) for all that er ye conne 
She wol to no fuche wretchc as- 1 be wonoe* 777 
3 . 
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(Qaod Pandarus) Alas ! what may this be 
That thou difpairid art thus caufileife I 
What ! li veth nat thy lady \ Bemedicitt ! 
How woft thou fo that thou art gracileiTe ? 
Suche evil is po( a}waie botelefle ; 
Why put not thus impofllble thy cure, 
Sithe thing to come is ofte in avipture ? 784 

I grauotin well that thou endurifl ^o 
As Iharpe as doth he Tityus in hell, 
Whofe (lomake foulis tirin evir mo 
That hi^htin Vuhuris, as bolcis tell ; 
But 1 may not enduriu that thou dwell 
In fo unfkilful an opinion 
Tl^at of thy wo n*is no curacion ; . 7QI 

But onis n*ilt thou for thy cowarde herte. 
And for thine ire and foliCh wilf ulneiTe, 
For wantrull t^Uin of thy forowe' iincrte, 
Ne to thine owne helpe do beUneHe 
As moche as fpeke a worde ye more or leife, 
But liefl as he t^^c of life ^othipg retche : 
What woman living coude love fuche i^ wretche ? 7 98 

What may (he demin othir of thy dethe, 
Yf thou thus die, and Hie n'ot why it is, 
But that for fei;ej8 yoldin up thy brethe 
For Grekis ban befiegid us iw^s f 
Lord! whi^h a thanke (halt thou have than of this! 
Thus wol ihe faine, ai;d ai the toune atones, 
"[{"he wretch is.ded, the divcl have his bcnes ! 805 

VQlumiVnU JU 
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Thou ina}fle alone here wepe, and crie, andknele^ 
And love a woman that ihe wote it nought. 
And ihe wol quite it that thou ihaltnotftle, 
Unknow unkiil, and loft that is unfought. 
V7hac! many a-man hath love fal dere aboughf 
Twenty' wintir that his lady ne wifte, 
That never y ct hb ladie's mouthe he tifte. 81 jr- 

What ! {ho*uId he therfore fallxn in difpaire^ 
Or he recreauntefOr his owni tene. 
Or flain himielf , all he his ladie faire ? 
Naie, naie ; but er in one be freih and gi'^ne^ 
To ferve and lovij iy his dere hcrt*i8 qiiene. 
And thinke it is a guerdone her toTerve 
A thoufande folde more than he can defervt. 8l^ 

And of tliat wordc toke hedeTroilusi 
And thought anone what folie he was inr. 
And how chat fothe him fayid Pandaras, 
That for to flaen himfelf might he not win^ 
But bothe to doeh unmanhode ahd alinne. 
And of his'deth his ladie nought to wite, 
Por of his wo God wot flie knewe full lite. 816 

And with that thought he gan ful fore to fike. 
And faied, A^las ! what is me beft to doe? 
To whom Pan dare anfwerid, if the like 
The beft is that thou tell me all thy wo, 
And havemy trouth but if thou find it fd^ 
I be thy bote or that it ben full loiig 
To pecis doe mer drawe and Izthin liOB^. 833 
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Ye, fofakdthou, (quod Troilus) alas! 
'Bat God wot ic U naught, th&rathir fo 
^uli ha^deit were to helpin In this caft9. 
For well ^nde I that Fortune is my fo, 
Nc all the men that ridia con or go 
Maie of her cruill whde the harme withftoQd, 
iFor as her lift (he pkieth with fre and bond.. -8t40 

(Quod Paodarus) Than blamift thou Fortuae 
For thwart wroth yc now at erft Ife ; 
Woft thou not wel that Fortune is commute 
To every knanir wight in fomc dfgrc ? 
Andyet thou haft this comfort, lo ! pacde, 
That as her joyis motin ovirgone 
So more her' forowes paffm everichone* '847 

. For. if her whele ftint any thing to tourne 
Than ceftitbihe Fortune anone to be ; 
"Now fith her whele by no wale mai^ fojoum 
"What woft thou of her mutabilite f 
^Right as t^y feif luft (he woil done by the. 
Or that ih? be nought ferre fro thine helping, 
'Psravintore thou haft caufc for to ftAg. S511 

And therfore woft thou what 1 the befeche ? 
4L.et be thy wo«nd tourning to the grouode, 
For who fo liftehave heling of hisleohe 
To him bihQvith f)rft^uiiwtie.his wouode; 
To Cerberus in hell aie be [ bound, , 

Were it eke for my fuftir all thy forowe, 
•By my gode will ihe Ihoold be thine to nioifowe. 86x 

Lij 
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Lolce up I faie, and tell me what fhe is 
Anone, that I fiialt* gone about thy nede. 
Know T her anght ? for my love tell me this. 
Than would I hope the rathir for to fpede. 
Tho gan the veioe of Troilus to blede, 
For he was hit, and woxe all redde for (hame. 
Aha ! (quod Pandare) here beginoith game. 868 

And with that worde he gan him for to fliake. 
And faied him thus ; Thefe, thou ibait her oamc tell : 
But tho gan fely Troilus for to quake, 
As though men (hould han had him into hel, 
And faied, Alas ! of all my wo the well 
Than is my fwetc foe callid Crcfeide; 
And well nigh with that word for fere be deide. 875 

And whan that Pandare herd her name neven, 
I^orde ! he was glad, and fayid, Frend fo dere. 
Now fare a right, for Jov*i8 name in heven 
Love hath befet the well : be of gode chere,^ 
For of gode name, and wifedom, and manere,' 
She hath inough, and eke of gentillnclTe : 
•If ihe be faire thou woft thy felf I gefle. 88) 

Ne nevir feie I a more bounteous 
Of her eftate, ne gladdir, ne of fpeche 
A frendlier, he none more gtactous 
For to dot well, ne lalTe had nede to feche 
What for to doen, and all this bet to eche 
In honour to %s ferre as (he may ftretche : 
A ktog'is herte femith by her*s a wretche* 889 
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And forthy loke of gode comfbrtc thou be» 
Por certainly ehe firftc poiate is this 
Of noble eoragc,»id weleordaine the 
A man to have pece with htmfelle twis; 
So oughtiil thou, 'for nought hot gode it is 
To lovin wclaodin a worthy piaoe; 
The ought'not to clepin it happe but grace. H^ 

And alfo thinke^ and therwith gladdtn the. 
That fith thy kdy vertooM 19 all. 
So foloweth it that there isfome ptte 
Amongis all thefe ofehir in generzll. 
And for thei fc that thoo in fpeciati 
Kequirift nought that ii ayen her name. 
For Vertue ftretscfaith not himftilf e to ihame. . 9 OS 

But vwd is me that evh: I was borne 
Thatrhoubefqtartinrogrodea.plaoe, < - 
Tor by my trouthtdlove I dnrftJiave fworoe 
The ihooM vevir hsve tidde fo f aire a grace %' 
And wofi yon why i for thou were wont io duce 
At Love in icoroe, and fur difpite htm ctU . 
Saint Idiote, lorde'bf thefe foiis «li. $tO 

How eftin haft thou madinthy nice japes? 
And faied that Lo v'is fcrvaontes e? erichooe ' 
Of nicete ben very ^odd'is apes. 
And fome of th^m would monche ther mttc alooe 
l^iggiog a bedde, and make *hem for to grone, 
And fome thoa faiilid had a blaunche £evere, 
And praidiH God thei ihoold neyir kever e i ^ 1 7 

Liij 
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And fone of 'hem toke on *hein for the cold 
More than inough ; fo faidiCt thou fall oh^ 
And feme haa fainid oftin time, and tolde 
How that thei wakm whan thei fleptn ioft. 
And thu»thei Woold haire fet *Kem felf aloft. 
And natheldfe were undir at the lafte : 
Thos faidift thou, and japidHl full bSie. 934 

Yet iaidiil thoa that for the more part 
Thefe loTirs wouldtn fpeke ia genecaU, 
And thooghtin that it was a iikir art 
For failing for to' afiayin OTir all : 
Now male 1 jape of the if that 1 fliall ; 
But nath^lefle although that I ihould deie 
Thou ne art none of cho I dare well feie. 951 

i^ow bete thy bfeft, and £ue to god of JLon, 
Thy grace, o Lord ! for now 1 me repent 
If I mifipake, for now liiy felf I loTe ; 
Thus faie with all thine hert in gode entcne. 
( Quod Troiltts) Ah, Lorde ! 1 me tonfeat. 
And praie to the my japis thou foryeve, 
.And I no more wSl jape while that I live. 93:8 

Thou faieft well, (quod Pandare) and now I hope 
That thoa the gsdd'is wrath haft al apefed; 
And iithin thou haft weptin many'a drope. 
And faid foch thin^ wherwith thy god is plefed. 
Now would God nevir but that thoii were efed,- 
And thinke well ihe of whom reft all thy wa 
Hcreaftir male thy comfort ben aUb. 945 
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For thiike grodnd that betith tbfe Wedift wicke 
Bereth eke tfasfe whotfome hcrbit aarfoil ^', ' ' 
And next^ to the Cbule^nettie rough and thicke 
The rofe ywexith fote, and fmothe, and fofit, 
And next the valey U the htU aioft, 
And next the derkdnight ii the gladmorowe, 
And aifo joie is nexcthe fine of forowc. ' 95 » 

Now loke that well attempre be thy bridell. 
And for thebeft aie fuffre to the tide. 
Or ellis all our labour is on idell : 
He biifiiii tu^ltbat to^y fan abide. 
Be diligent and'true^ and aie well hide? 
Beluftie, fre^perfcTecinfervife^ .. 
And all is well if thou werke in thk wtfes ' 9^9 

But he that partid is in every place 
Is no where whoie^ as writin clerkis wife ; 
What wofldii'.is if foche one have no grace ? 
Eke woft thou how it faceth of fotnefervife i 
As plant a tr* or herbe in fondrie wife^ 
And on the morowe pull it up as blive^ • • 
No wondir is though it male nevir thrive. 966 

And fith the god of Love hath the bcAowed 
In place digne unto thy worthineffe, 
Stonde fail, for to a gode port haft thou rowed, 
And of thy felf for any hevinefTe 
Hope alwaie well; for but if drerlnefle 
Or ovirhaft doe our bothe labour fhende 
i hope of this to makin a gode ende. 975 
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And wofl thou why ? I mthe Jaffi; afiered 
Of this matter with my nece iot to trete. 
For this haite 1 herd faie of wife and leced. 
Was nevir nUa or woman ^t beyefee 
I'hat was unapt to fnffre iov'is hete 
Celeft^att, or «Uis love of kinde ; 
Forthy fomc gcace I hope in her to fiade. 9^ 

Andfinrto (peke of her ia fpeciaii. 
Her beaute to jiediinkio and her yonthe, 
U (it her nought to beo celeftiali 
As yet, though that her bothe lift and koutfae; 
And truily it fit her well right isoathe 
A worthie knight to lovin andcherice, 
aAiod but flie doe I holde it for a vice. ^tf 

Wherfore f am and woU be aie lody 
To painin me to do you thisrfcrvice, ' 
For botbe oijou to piefio; this hope I 
Hcreaftif wordisrfor ye ben bothe wife, - 
And conn in coonfaile kepeinfcicfate-a.wife 
I'hat no man fiaali the wifir.of it be ; 
And fo we maie hen gladdid ailechre* 994 

And by my trouth i have right now of the 
A gode conceit ;n my wit k% I gefie. 
And what it is I woU now that thon fe ; 
I think that fithin Love of his godenelTe- 
Hath the convertid out of wickidnefic 
That thou (halt ben the beftc poft Merc 
Of all his laie, and mofte his foio greye. ICCS 
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Enfarople why, fe now theft gretd clerkcs, 
That errin ^Idirmoiie ayen all lawe, 
And ben convertid from ther wickid werkes 
Through grace of Ood, that left *hem to him drawe, 
Than ame thei folk that han moft God in awe^ 
And (Irengift faithid ben I nndirftonde. 
And con an errour aldirbeft withftonde. lOcS 

Whan Troilus had herde Pandare afiented 
To ben hit helpc in loving of Crefeide 
He wezt of wo, as who faith ontarmented. 
But hottir weit his love ; and than he faide 
With fobre cfaerej as though his herte yplaide, 
Now blisfuU Venuft! heipe er that I fterve. 
Of the, Pandare, 1 How fome thanke deferve. ic 1$ 

But, der^ frende, how flial my wo be lefle 
Till thi4 be done ? and, gode now, uU me thit^ 
How wolt thou faine of me and my diftrefle, 
Left Ihe be wroth f this drede I moft iwit| 
Or wol not herin al how that it isi 
Al tlus drede I, and eke for the manere 
Of the her erne flie n*il no fuche thing here « ic %% 

( Quod Pandamt) Thon haft a fnl grete care 
Left that the chorle may hA out of the mont. 
Why, Lorde ! I hate of the the nicd hn } 
Why entremete of that then haft to done ? 
For Godd*it love I bidi the a bone; 
So lee me' aUme. and it flial be thy heft. iciS 

Why, irende, (quod he) than done rf ght M the left i 
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But hei4(€» Pandftre, o won)e» for I oe wolde 
That thou in mc wcncUilfo greteioUe 
That to m^ lady 1 defirio ikolde 
That UHichith haraac or any vtlaaie» 
For dredildTe me were levir to die 
Than flie -of me aught elks wnderfiode 
£ut*that thajt mi^ht yfownin iiitD-0odc« >oj< 

Tho loiigh thift PaDdare,and anon anfyperde. 
And I thy borow* f fief oo wight doth but fo ^ 
1 ne raught not although ihc ftode and herde 
How that thou Cueil: but fafewel, I wol go-: 
Adieu ; be glad:: Oodipedeus.Whe two I 
Y e ve me this Ud:>bur and this hufinefle 
An^ of my fpede be thine al the Iwstneai 104 j 

Tho Tre9^bi« on knees gaadnusfc to fall* 
( And Pandare in tits armiahehte him iik) 
And faide* Ho^e fie uf on the Grekxs aU { • 
YetpardcQodlbaiheipiBatthelai^. ■ 
And drcdilefie if that my iiie may laft, 
AndGodtofgimie«4o! fomeof *hcmfiialfoiette; IC49 
And yet me^atitti&eth that thisawauBt m^aftecte. 

And now, Pandare, 1 can nomm^iaf » 
But thou wife, thou woft, Ihou maift : thou art al; 
My life, my deth,.hc^ in «hine hontle 1 lay ; 
Helpe me.(i|uad he.) Yes, by jny trouth. I ihai* 
■God yeldc the, £nendej and this infpecial, 
(Quod Troibik) that thou me recommauode 
ToiierlltttiiiaymetotiMdpthcommaunde. 1057 
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This PancUru« tho,defirous to Csr^c 
His ful freiide« the (aido io this mAacro ; 
Farwel, and thioke I wnl thy thanke deferre, 
Dave here my tr«fii«h,'and that thoa ikalc well here : 
And went his way thinking oh this matere. 
And how he bell might her befechaof grace» 
And find a lefure therto and ^ place* 1064 

For every wight that hath a houfc to found 
He rennith nat the wrrke for to beginne 
With rakil honde, but he wol bide a ilound. 
And fende his hert'is line out fro within. 
Thus aldirfirft his purpofe for to winne, 
As this Pandarus in his hert*is thought 
t>'id call his wftrke ftfll wifely er he wrought. 10 ^f 

But Troilus lay th'o no lengir doun. 
But up anoD gat upon his (lede baie, 
And io the fclde he playid the Ifoun ; 
Wo was chat Gftk^ that wiih hkn mtt that dale z 
And in the toune'hf^ manir tho forfhe aie 
So godely was» and gat him^o in ghKe, 
That eche hinr loved that lokid in his face. It 7S 

For he'becamifi th^ iiioil frendly wight, 
The gentilift, and eke the moft^ fre. 
The truftyift, arid bne the belle knight, 
That in his timfr Was or eUis might be': 
Ded were his japis and his crailte, 
0ed his high porte and all his manir draunge, 
And eche of 'hem gan for a vertac chauogc. IC85 
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Now let Qs Aint of Troilos a fioonde. 
That farith like a maa that hurt is fore. 
And is foBidele of aking of his wounde 
Yieilid wcl, but helid no dek more. 
And as an efy. pacient the lore 
Abite of him that goth about his oue, 
^od thus he drivith forth his avincure. 209^ 

ExpUtit lihrprimtu^ 
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Out ofthefe bUcke wawis let us faile, 

O winde, o wii^dc ! the wedir gionith dere. 

For in the fe the bote hath fuchc travai|o 

Of my conning that unneth i it ftere: 

Thisfe'depe I the tempeftous matere 

Of depe diifKure that I'rotlus was in ; 

But now of hope the kalendis begin. ^ 

O lady (nine, that calHd art CUoj 
Thou be my fpede fro this forthe, and my Male, 
*\ o rime wel thi^ Boke til I have do ; 
Mc nedith h^re none othir art tp ufe \ 
For why ? to qvcry lovir I mc' excufe 
That of no fentiment 1 this endite, 
But out of JLat^ 'Vk i|iy tonge it write^ ia 
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Wherfoce In^iikavc neitfcirthanKeneUsme ■ 
Of all this Woi^e, bDt pcaie yofu snekily- 
Dilblamith me if any "worde be lamej^ 
For as mine aniSlaiiriayid fo fay I ; : . 
£ke though ifpekejoflovcanfeliiigiy ■ 
No wondir is, for ie 4<iothiage of newt is ; 
^ &luuU man can na^jadgim i»d in bewt. ft X 

I know eke that in forme of fpeche is chaunge 
Within a thoufande ycK, and' wordii tho 
That haddin prife now wondir nice and ftraunge 
Us thinkith 'hem, and yet thei fpake 'hem fo, 
And fptdikas wjel inlidve as men now do; 
Eke for to winnin love in fondry ages 
Infondryinodtsibndry benuiiiges. - j^ 

ilitd forchy if it >happeio any wiie 
That here'be au^ildtir'in this place 
That herkenetb^Avtbeilory woiide«if«) 
HowTroilbsicsttie to his ladle's grace. 
And thiqkichio.n'oNie'I-not love pnrchace. 
Or wondritb on hir f^che or his doyng, 
I n*ot, but i,t>is4»<me Ao wondring : 2$ 

For every wight whkhe that to Roxiie yweat 
Halt nat opatixeise ilway o masicre-; * 
Eke in fome.'londc'were al the gaxneyflieot 
Yf that men fande ki/lovft.as max don'here,- 
As thus, i4fOpyn^doyng6rincthci>e,' 
jn vifitin^t'Uk'fof !pe, or faid our-fiMves; ' 
For thus men faine^ Ecbe countre batb bis lavoeu 49 

)roium€ nil. M 
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Eke fctf&ly ben there in thia placd thre 
I'hat have in- lore laid like and done in al. 
For to this purpofe this maie Bkin the. 
And the right nought, yet al n done or flid; 
£ke fome men |;ra;ve in tre, fome in ftone wal^ 
As it becide: hot fith I have begoone. 
Mine authour ihaU 1 felow aa I kanne» 49 



INCIPIT LIBER SECUNDUS. 

Xji May, that mothiriflofnionethit glade. 

That the freihe flouris all, bl«w, white, and rede, 

Ben quicke ayen that wintir dcd had made. 

And full of l^anme is fleting eircry mcde. 

Whan that Phsbusdoch hit bright bemisfpred 

Right in |iie white fiolc, right lo it betidde. 

As I ihal finge, on May 'is day the thridde, 56 

That Pandarus, for all his wiiefpeche, 
Felte eke his parte of Lov'is fliottit kene, 
That coude he ner fo well of loving preche 
It made his hewe al dale ful oftin grene; 
go {hope it that him fill that day a tene . . 
In love for whichein wo tobeddehe went. 
And made erit w«re day fall many* a went* ^ 
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The fwalow Prdg^mrith ft forowfoH lay* 
Whan mor^w come, gan make her waim^othig • 
Why Ihe forfliapiii was; and ever lay 
Pandare abed halfe in a flombering, 
Til fhc fo nigh him made her waimentibg, 
How Tercus gan forth her fufiir talce^ 
That with the noife of her he gan aw^e, ^o 

And to c&U, and drefiin him up torife« 
Remembring him liit arande was to done 
From Troilua, and .eke his grete emprife, 
And caft« and knew in gode plite was the mone 
To done voiage, and toke his way fall fone 
Unto his nec'isp^is there befide: • 
Now Janus, god of £ntrc, thou him gide ! • 77 

Whan he was come imto his nec'ia^lace. 
Where is my lady,ito her fblke (quod he I) 
And thei him tolde, and he forthe in gao pace, 1 
And founde two othir ladies fit and ihe 
Within-a pavid parlour, abd thei thrt 

Herdio a maidio *hediredtn the gcfte: 

Of the iiege of Thebis whiiis *hem Icftct . . .S4 

Madame, ^uod l^aadaze, God you £iye and fe. 
With al your boke and al the companie ! 
Eighe ! uncle ^line^ welcome iwis, (qiiod ihe) ' 
And up (he rofe, and by the honde in hit 
She toke him faft, and fayid^This night thryc. 
To gode mote it ytume, of yon i mette ^ - - ' 
And with that word ihcdoun on henchehim HtU ^t 
' Mij 
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Ye, nece, ^liiiiitin faifia wdtbe Baf^ 
If God wolf al-Hiiayece, (quod'Pandartn) 
But T am fory thtt! t- hxwt jwiixt' 
To herkin of your boke ye piaifin thus t ■ 
'For Godd*U love what faidi it ? lei it ixt i 
Is it of love f famegode yrmay'ine.lere. 
Uncle, (quod ihc ) yovr naiftrrie is nat here. 9S 

With that theigconin lauj^h, aod thb ike feide. 
This romaonoe is of Thebb that wered]^. 
And we have herd how that Kiag laius deide 
Thro8|^i)cdipov.his fannerandsfU tHe dede; 
And here wefilntin ac thefe lettef^rede - 
How the bifhop, as. the bokeiaa yie^l, 
Amphiorasd, i&IHhrou^ the grounde to hell . 105 

(Quod.PiDda9us) AllthiKknoir I myfiehe. 
And ai th'afitgoo^rkebis and>thfrcadei 
For hcvof bcD there makid bbkiB,twelve i 
But let be this, and tell me fabw:yerf arc t 
Do* way your bnBbe;, and ffaewyonr fac^ bite^ 
Do* way your Imkx-: rift opandikt va:dsimce» 
And let us done tb May ioafce obfervBunce, III 

^igkclOfidfaolnd! (quodk.) Whatl beyemad? 
Is that a widoivc's life, fb God'yoiLfsTe*^ 
Parde yod« makin me right fbrr adnd? 
Ye bene fo wilde it iemich aaye rwres 
It fat QBe wehhettir aje: in axave 
To bide, and ttxie on koly iaintisslivM 9 . 
inet t]itudida.gon 40 jdawmsand jraog^ wives. XI9 
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As et ir thrive I (qood thk Panilaras) ' ' 
Yet coulde I tel a thing'to'don yoo play. . \ 

Now uncle idere (qnodihe) tellitb h tis : ' ■ .: 
For Godd* is love : is than th' afSege avreie ? / • 
1 am of Grekfs fefde fe that [ deie. 
Nay^ nay, (qnod he) as'evir mote I thrive' ; 
Itisathingwelliettit'thanfiichefive. ' - laC 

Ye, hply Ond! .(qood fhe) what thhi^ Idihat? 
What .'bettirihaiL-fache five ?Eighe! nay iwis - ■ 
For al this world oe can 1 redin what 
It ihoald yben X fome jape f trowe it tsi- 
AndbutyMrlelvititelQswhatiti* • t ' . ■' 
My wit is for to'^u-ede' it al to Tene : • 
AshelpemeOodlVotwhatthatyem^Qe. 15 j 

And I your borow ; he iter ihal (quod Be) 
This thin^ he tolde to yon'^ as mote I dirivK. ... . 
And why fo, uncle Draur, why (b f (li|tiod ihe4) . 
fiy God(quodhe)thatw«iltelatblivey. ' 
Fdr proudir woman^is tbere none on HVe^ 
And ye it wifte. In al the tonne of Troie ; 
I ne jape nat , fo e vir faaYe \ .joie. 1 40 

Tho gan'ihe to vroodriamore than before 
A thoufande folde, and doune her eyin caft j 
For nevir iithe the time that ihe.was bore 
To knowin thing dcfirid flie fo faft, 
And with a (ike iheTaid him at the laft. 
Mow, uncle mine, I n*il you not difplefe. 
Nor aikin thad that mtr do you difcfe. . 14 7 
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So aftir this vriih. maay' WonUs ^lade 
And frendly.taJiR, urd wilhmeiy ckore, 
Of this and that thei fpeke, HaA gonain wade 
In many in unkouth, glad» and depe, nlkatere» 
As frendis done whan thcx hettknetifere. 
Til flie gair iftih him hotr Hcdbrfepd?, 
IjhBt was the tovit*is wajl'snd QwkiMjtvAit, X54 

Ful.Wel, Vthaoke it God, Code Pdndarus, 
Save ift hfii atiii£ he hath a litl^.-moandt; 
And eke his freflie.brodiir.Tecikn? ' 
To the wife worthy. He A)r the fecbundc. 
In whom that every vertne iifte hafaonndr» 
As all^ trouthe andallfrgentilnc&^ 
"W ffedome phmwar, frtdotne; and worthioefie. x^c 

In gode faltK, .eme, (^od.ihc) than Hkith me • 
Thei farin wc9;;.God£ivc 'knn boch^two ! 
For trewUche liidldit it a greftc ddhte 
A king'is fonne ia armiB -wei to du. 
And be of gode oondictoos tftcrto. 
For gretc powir and moral Tertve here - 
is. felde ifene in one peribne tfere. xC% 

In gode faitbthat isfotbe, (^od Pandarus) 
But by my troutii the king^ hatk fonoia twey, 
That is to mene He<5lor aadTrotlos, 
That certainly thoogh tha£ I (heidd ydey 
Thei ben as veide of Tkia, dare I fey, 
As any men thatlivin nndir fonne ; 
Xiitr might is wide iknow and what thei conne. 175 
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Of HeSor nedith nothing £or to ttl; 
In all this wcrlde there a'i« a'bettir knight 
Than he, that is of worthinefie the wel, 
And he wel tnoiie of vertue hath than might. 
This knowith many* a wife and vrorthy knight : 
And the fanae prifc of Troilus I fey : 
God helpe me fo I know- not fuche twey^ it% 

Parde (qqod flie) of Hedor that is fothe^ 
And of Troilus the fame thing trowc I, . 
For dredilefle men tellith that he dotbe 
In armis day. by day fo worthily, 
And berith him here at home fo gently 
To evdry wight, that al prife hath he 
Of theiii that nuc were le vift praifid be^ • Z89 

Ye iky right fothe iwis, (qaod PawSanis) 
For yefterday who fo had with-him ben - 
Mightin ha we woodrid npon Troilus, 
For nevir yet fo thicke a fwarmeBf been 
Ke flewe as Gcckisfrom him gamiin ficen. 
And through the felde in every wight -is ere 
There was no crie but Troilus is there ! ryfi 

|*f ow here now there he hunttd 'hem fo faft 
There n'as but Orekis blode and Troiles; 
Now him he hurt, and him al doun ke caft ; 
Aye whsie he went it was arrayidtho^r 
He was ther deth, and fhelde and life for us. 
That as that'day ther dorft him none wtthftonde 
While that hehelde his blody fwctde ia bondc. %o% 
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Therto he is the freoilllyift man 
Of gret eftate that er I lawe my live, 
And where him iifie the beft felowihip cAa 
To fuche as him thinkith able to thrive; 
And virith that word tho Paodarus as blive 
He toke his leve, and faid I wol g^on hen. 
Nay, blame have I, myne uncle, (quodihe) theh, !!• 

What dlith yon to be thus wery fone, 
Aod namiliche oi women wol ye (a ? 
Naie, fittith doane; parde I have to donci 
With you tofpeke of wifdome er ye go;* 
And every wight that was about *hem tho 
That herdd that gan ferre awaie to (bonder 
While thei two had ai that 'hem lifte in honde . 217 

Whan that her tale al brouf ht was to.an endc 
Of her eftate. and olher governaunce, 
(Quod Pandarus) Now time is that I wtnde. 
But yet I fay Arifith, let us daunce 
And cafte.your widowe*s habite to mifchmnce; 
What lifte yod thuayour felfe to disfigure, 
* 5ithe you is tiddc (o glad an avinture ? SI4 

But wel bethought; for love of Ood (quodihe) 
Shal I nat wetin what ye mene of thhf 
I No, this thing a&ith lefir tho (quod he) 
And eke it me vrouldfull muche greveiwis 
If I it tolde and ye it toke amis : 
Yet were it bette my tonge to holdin ftil 
Than fay a fothe that were ayenft your wil. %jt 
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For, n^^ myne, by th« goddelFe Miacnre, 
And Jupiter, that makith the thon<iefriiDg» 
And by tbe bHsfitl Venus that 1 ferve. 
Ye ben the woman in this world livings 
Without«a paramoixra, to my wetiog, 
That I beft love, and lothift amto greve. 
And that y€ watin wel your felGe I leva. 43 S 

Iwis, mine uncle, (quod ihe) gnuut mercy ! 
Your fr e^dCbxp have I foundin evir yet ; 
I am to no man heholdin trewiy 
So muche as you, and have fo litil quit; 
And with the grace of God emforth my wit 
As in my g^te I ihai you ncr ofiende, 
Aad if I have er this I wol amende. -ft45 

But for the love of God I you faefieche, 
As ye be he that I love mod and trifte, 
Let be to xnc your fremid manir fpeche. 
And faie to neyoor nece what fo you lift. 
Aad with that worde her uncle' anoaherkift. 
And fayid» Gladly, my leve nece fo dere ! . • 
Take it for g^ode that I flial fay you here. 25 % 

With that flte gan her eyin doune to-cafte^ 
And PandarustAceughebegaaalite, 
And fayid, Nece, alway, io ! to the lafte^ * 
HoiNT fo it be that ibme men 'hem delite 
'^''^t!ck.<^&btil art ther talis for t'endite, - 
Yet for al thatin ther entencioB 
Ther tale is all fof fonecoDcluiion* .359 
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And itthe tlw end is every tal*it ftieDgtfa, 
And thii mftttrit fobehovUy, 
What ihould I paint or drawin it on length 
To yoQ that hoi my freode fo faithfully ? 
And with that worde he gan right inwardly 
Beholdin her, and lokin in her £ice. 
And iaide,Onfache amirroor mil chegode grate \t6^ 

Thitn thooght he thus, if 1 my tale endite 
Ought harde, or make a procefle any while. 
She ihal naiavour have therin hut lite. 
And trowe I would her in my wil begile. 
For tendic wittia wenin al be wile 
Wher as thei con nat plainliche nndirftond | 
Forthy her wit to founin wol I fonde ; % 73 

And lokid on her in a befy wife, 
And ihe was ware that he behelde her fo : 
Ah, Lorde ! (quod ihe) fo fafte ye me avife, 
Sawe ye me ner er now ? what, fay ye no ? 
Yes, yes, (quod he) and bet wol er I go; 
But by my trouth 1 thoughttn nowe if ye 
Be fortunate, for now men ihal it fe. »So 

For every wight fome godely avintnre 
Somtime is ihape, if he it can receive. 
But if that he n*ii take of it no cure * . 
When that it cometh, but wilfully it wesve, 
1.0, neither cafe nor Fortune him deceive. 
But right his ownd ilouth and wretchidneUe ; 
And fuche a wight isior to blame I gefle. . at7 
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Code aviature, o belle oece ! have ye 
Ful lightly foundio, and ye conne it takej 
And for, the love of G«)d and eke of me 
Catche it anone, left avinture yflake t 
What ihould llengir procefle of it nbkt ? 
Yeve me y^ur Jiood, for ia this world is none» 
If that yqo lift, a wight fo wel begoo. 394 

And fithe I fpeke of gode entencioun, 
As I to ywi have tolde wel here beforne. 
And love as wel yoor honour and renoun 
As any cretpte in the worlde ibome. 
By al the othit that I have you fworne 
And ye be wroth^ therfore» or wene I lie» 
^e ihal I never lene you efte with eie. 301 

Beth Aat agafte, ne qoakith nat; wherto? 
Ke chauijgith nat for ferd fo your hewe. 
For hardUy the worft of this is do; 
And though my tale as now be to yon newe, 
Yet tnift alwaie ye ihal me 6ndin trewc; 
And were it thing that me- thought unfitting 
To you ne wojUd 1 nofuch talis bring. 3c8 

Nowe, my gode eme, for Oodd'is love I pray 
(Quod fyt) come of and tel hie what it is, . 
For bothe I am agaft what ye wol iay, 
And eke me longith it to wit iwis. 
For whetMr it bowel or be amis 
Say on ; let me AOt in this fere ydweL 
§Q wol I done : now herkenith I ihal (el, 3 15 
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Now necemiiK, the kng'is 6wne dere Iboncy 
The godc, the wife^ the worthy, frcfti and fre, 
Whiche alw^y lorto doue wci it his-woDoe, 
The noble Troiins, fo iovith the 
Thar but ye heipe ic wol his bane ybe. 
Lo ! hoe isai : what AMMiUin [ marc^Cff 
Doth what you lift to makehim liire ordey. 5M 

But if ye let him dye 1 wol fteTvia, 
Have here my tronthd, nece^ I s'i) not liOBy 
Al fhould I with this knife my thratt'kerri&: 
With that the teris'burft ott of hit ey«i, 
And faide, If tfaat7e done tfs bdth W dien 
Thus giltikfie, tjhnn^iaire yefifliid^lM; 
What mendethirydu choQgivth4twe9it>rh4|)ali« .'339 

Alas ! he whicfad that is my lorde io dttti*^ 
That trewd man, thn'fioble gentldhnight. 
That naught defiriflhbttt yOifr friindlyehere, 
I fe him dytnj there*he goch uf rights 
And haftithhiiti witli al his fulft might 
For to bfenikiloe, if his foYtvce effeste » 
Alas that God ymt ir6che'at>eacM r<»ot)s ! 53^ 

' I f it b< /o that ye fo crttil be 
That of hib deth yon Ifftath nooglit to- retch. 
That is fo trcwe and worthy as weft, 
No mote than of a japirora wretch. 
If ye be foche, your beaute may nat ftr«tcfc 
To make amendes of fo cruill a^ddlOf 
'Avi/ement is godt'hefin^e'fbtihiU, • JSf^ 
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Wo wonbe tiietfa^e ffsmmc that te Tortuldfc ! 
Wo worthe thflt herfae^sUb that ckttb lib Ixxe! 
Wo woEtb tiM bcatifee that kroutfadJefi^ 
Wo woftfa tbaoiwigiitiChat trede eche undir foce! 
Atid^e thse hen of besutecroppe ati<d rote, 
If therwitbabid'ydU'iie-be no-roothe 
ThainhithximaftMvU^h^mYtroatht. 350 

AndakfoftbiiiliriArel chat thai is^no gadde, 
For me were letvirtheuy and i^ and he. 
Were hougid than tkat i ftioold ben biibaude, 
Ai high as men might on us alife 2 
I am thine eoic $ dieihanie>-wier6 onto me 
As wel as the if that i &ould affent 
Through mine abet-that he thme honovr Ottnt.-^sf 

NoW'UnndirfitoiKk^ fbr lyoti nought require 
'to binde you to Him tbtxrdugh bo behofl 
Save one/that ^e xaakm huxi hettir obere 
7'ban ye haU'doDerkhisand more feile, 
So that hisJi&heiavid at t l re 'le fle. 
This al and fom^te plainly oar entente ; 
Opd helpe me fo^ i iicirirx>tfair mence. 364 

Lo ! thififeqveft is nought but ikil iwit^ 
Ne doute of refoiv)»rde is there none : 
1 fet the worft'thbt ye drcdin ; this is. 
Men wotdd-wbodtr«ofeae him come and gone : 
Ther ayenift anfwere i thus anone, 
That every w^h^| bttt»he be fole of kfnde, 
^ol deme it love.oHrcBdihip in his miude. . 371 
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What ! who wol demia though he it a nan 
To teinple l^oD that he th* inagiteteth i 
Thinke eke howe wel and wifely thai h6 can 
Governe himfelfe. that he nothuBgfocycfaetb, 
That whcf he.cooteth he prMiaad thonk him geteth ; 
And eke theito he (halxomchereifo felde ' 
What force, were it though all tbe-ioun behekk ? $y9 

Suche Ut« of £ieadeB reig&idirin »Lthia toon : 
And wrteyouinthatmantilevirmo;'.. -:. . 
And God fo wis be my falvactooii . . 
As 1 have faide your beft is t» do fo. 
But, i^rode Qeee» ahray for to iHnt hts wo j 
So let your daungrir fugrid be& sdite 
Thatofhiidethyebenotaltawite^ .: 3S5 

Cre(»ide, which that herde hintiB (fhss wifci . 
Thought I (hal fele what hemenith iwia. 
Now eme. (quod ihe) wh*t wnukUo yc devife ? 
"Virhat i» your,r4de that 1 (hooid done of this f 
That is wel faid, quod he : ccrtaine hefbit 
That ye hint love aicn for Jits loviog, 
A» love for love is ikilful guendooing. 392 

Thinke ^e bow clde waiUthev^ry Jumr 
In eche of you <a part of your beaute, . . 
And therfore ex that age doth the'ddvoor * 
Go love, for olde.there wx>U nowij^love the, 
JLet this preverbe a lore unto yoo be^ . 
To laU iivtire, quod Beaute^ nvbtm Hpt^f^ / 
Andetdtydauati^ daungir aiiU hjfe^ $9$ 
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The king'is fdle m wont to crie aloude, 
Whan that hethinketh a woman bereth her hie,' 
So iongd mote ye Uvin, and all pronde. 
Til crow'isfttttgrowitt nadir your eie, 
And iende you than a mirrour in to prie 
In which that yeniay-fe'your face a morrowe ; 
^cce r r Kcdhim wifltin yoti no more forowe. 406 

With thicbe-ftinte, and call adoun^ the hed, 
And {he began to breftand wepe anooe, 
And falde, Alas for wof why n'ere I ded f 
For of this world- the faith it al agone:' 
Alas] what (huldin ftraunge unto me done 
When he thatformy befld frende I wende 
ILfcdith me love who fhulde it me defende ? 413 

Alas^ I would have trtilUd doutiles 
That if that I through my difavintttf e 
Had lovid eithir him or Achilles^ 
Hedlor, or any otlur manir cretore, 
Ye n*old have had nn mercy ne mefore 
On me, butM^aie had me in reprevc; 
This falfe worfde, aha ! who may it leve f 440 

W^atristhisal the joy and al the feft f 
Is this your rede ? is this my bllbful caas f 
J s this the very mede of your beheft f 
Is this al paiiitid proceife faid (alas !) 
Right for this fine ^ (> lady mine Pallas/ 
Thou ivthh dcedefiil caftf'for me purvey, 
for fo aftonied anvl that I dey« 447 
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With th^t (he pan fa! {uTovr§uUy to Ckt i . 
Ah ! may if bts no bet ? ( Quod Pa^Ssrin) 
By God 1 ihaUjcto mofe CDme.hercithis:wdKey 
And Gpd to-for«e, that stm miftroftidtfitus;.. 
Ifc welnoMryefettinHteolm- • ■' v . 
Or of our def h, alas ! I» wofuVwr etchc, •• 
Might he yet live of me were n«ngfht-to,retche. 434 

O emit god of Dfcthy dif]>ttoo9 M&rte i 
O Furies thre of hell oivybailcrir,' .< • , .. 
So let me nec out of this houfe d«parte ' 
Yfthat 1 mentorharmcorvilanfe;./' • 
But lithe I'fo/my lorde mota^nedSardie, 
And I withhiipyhere I m(f fhrive^andfef^ 
Th«t wiclddly ye done w bdthd toideyvo.' •. '. , 4411 

But fithe it likitJi yon thM-ibeded^urw 1 ' 
By Neptunus, that<godiBof.theiS09 -'r ... 
Tro this forthe flial I nt^vlcftrn bwd i ' . * » 
Til that I mine oy^ahert'ia-UododBhaieTe,*'' 
For certaine 1 wvLdte as fooeasbc'': 
And up he fleite, andonlitsiifaay hffraixgfat^ 
'iTi^.Oie agarnchim by thailap^e^anf^tk.v . 44S 

Crefeidd; which that wcl a^iftturSttfoeibf e; 
So as (he wais aye the moibierefBH tnj^ht . 
That mightin bc^and herdcdbe'itritli |rtivcrc. 
And fa we the forow&d fcrnefttof the knight,' 
And in his praylttfdwe.eke tumnbrigrht. 
And for the^harme eke that might &llftiiiiore, 
fli^% gan to re we, and dreddeher tvosdir iare: 4$% 
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And thus (he thought ; anhappis faltia thidce 
Al day for love, and in fuche manir caas 
As men ben cnii]! in *henir felfe and wicke ; 
And if this man ile here himfelfe, alas ! 
In my prefente, it n*il be no folas : 
What men would of it deme I can nat fay; . 
k nedith me full flighly for to phy. ' 46^ 

And with a forowfnt fighe (he faide'thrie, ' 
Ah, Lorde ! me ts beCidd« a fory chaurice. 
For mine eftate lieth in a jeopardie, 
And eke mine em^is life lieth in balaunces 
But nath^lefle with Godd'is govimavnce 
I (hal fo done mine honour (hal I kepe. 
And eke hislife, and ftintin for to wepe. 4 69 

Of bar mis two the 'hjfe ufor.U thtfe ; 
Yet had \ levir makin him gode chere 
In honour than mine em'it life to lefe ; 
Ye faine ye nothmg.ellia me reqnere. 
No, wis, (quod he) jMane bwne nece fo dere ! 
Now virel, (qdod ihe) and \ wol don my paiae ; 
1 (hal mine herte ayen my lufl: oonibaiBe. ' . 47G 

But that I n'il natholdin him in honde^ 
Ne love a mdfl, that can i tmnghtne may» 
Ayenft my wily hut elUs wol. i fonde. 
Mine honour fave^ plefe httn fro day to day; 
Therto n*otd^' I not ooi* have faide tiay 
But that I dredde as in my f antafie { 
Sot Cefft canfe atiimeieJHb maladit, 48^ 
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Biitfaeze (make aprateftacipa' 
That in this.|N9occ& if ye Atfie go 
That certstfiiy ibr no fahiafiion . 
Of you, thoii^k'tliat ye ftervin bbtbertsiae. 
Though al the worWc ob-o day^^be my fo,' 
Ke flial I pvrjDtrfaint havc-odii^ routliQ. - 
1 gF^unt it wcl (qood Pandare). by my tronthe. 490 

But xnaie-itrtiftin vdfto you (qund he) 
That of thisftfaing that yehaoltighi me here 
Ye woU it holdio t^urij ofitnttit!^ 
Ye, doutilrfo>«|«cMl ifae, xoyne oocle dere ! 
Ne that I fhail^avecaufeabithismatcre 
(Quod he) topbin or aftir yov to preche I 
V^\iy no, pardf ; ipvfant nedith' moi^ iptdhc i 497 

Tho feliin thci i^othirtaiisgflade, 
Till at the lafl^agodfeTgpic:I.(qnidr«icthb) 
Por love of Gqdy wbichcitbatnabcdie^adey 
Telle me how fipft ye wiftiiwif hia woj . 
'W'ot noil oBlt'but ye ? He<fay«iiiKo»1 .. . 
Can beirctt fpckex>flove^ (^qaod Jb6>lpreie ? 
Ttilme, foctthebecfiian'^e.'piifvefe. . - 5C4 

1 110 Paudbros a fitiiigan to ibiiie,: ' 
And fayid,, dymy Ortivth'i Itedi ftotr tvkli 
Thifi othir daie,, nacgonifiiil ibiigfc/wbliei 
Within titvpaki«<gardimb|l a. 'wJc^l ! '• • 
Gan he and 1 ^yelliiaUba ddid to divcll, ' 
Right for to fpekin of gmordinauiiice •'. 
IQxw we the Grckts niigiitiiirdifantaiiiice ; 51ft 
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SoQ&afcertliat.liegone wcfotftolepe^ ' 
Aod caftin with ostxiaTm-to andfrtt,' 
Till at the laftbe fayid he wdiMfiqie, 
And on the gj^fic adbime he taicd him tfao; 
And I aftir gan rotniB to and £ro« 
Till that I hfFd,^ii9*l vva&ird41offe, 
HowrhshegBirfnUwo&iilyeogrotie.' * 518 

Tho gin .^ftaUtehimifntt Mdf befaindc. 
And iikirly , the fbthd for to fainc^ 
A» I cadclepa!ayfciL«m to nliy mitide, ' . 
Eight thus to Love^e ^an himfonoolplaNir 
He fayid^ Ldrde^ ikare routh up^D iiHy pluh^ 
All have I henmbeli in mine es>tea«. 
Nave fmra*ai/j^/iA0i6c, I me r^pentr* 5115 

O God ! tbst-at thy djfpoficimi • ^ 
Ledift forth the 6iw by juft porvdaunoe - ' 
Of every wigfat^ my l«wercoiifeffiDff ^ ■ 
Accept in grci.aiid fende me foehd pentmloe ' 
As likith tha-; patfitoiii.mc4fffkrauDce, t 
That maie my ghoft departe alwaie frir die : 
Thpu be my ihilde for thy benignice. 53s 

For certis«.Lbrde» ib fore hath ike me woanded 
That ibo^^in: blaeke with loking of faer «ye]i^ 
That to mine hert'is hotomeit is founded^ 
Through which. L-iwoe that I muftinediadien ; 
This i» the W9ril,vl dare me mught bewrien. 
And well th^hoCir ben the gledis rede 
That men 'l^ein wrien with afliio pale and ded. 539 
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"With that he fmoteliis hedde adoime attone. 
And gan to muttre I.nat whattniely, 
And I with that gan ftill awaie to gooet 
And lete thereof as nothing wiil had I» 
And come again anon and flode him by. 
And faied, Awake,; ye ilepin all to long; 
It Icmith me nought that Love doth yon wrong 546 

That flppin lo that no man maie you wake ; 
Who feie evir er this f o dull a man I 
Ye, frende, (qoodhe) doe ye your hedd'it ake 
For love, and let me livin aa I caos . . • .. . 
But thoi^ that he £or wo was paktandtv^an 
Yet made he tho as freihe a coontcnaunce 
As though he (hould have led the tiewddauoce. s$^ 

This paflid forth till now this othir dsie 
It fell that I oome roming all alone : 
Into his chambfQi attd founde how that h«4aie . 
Upon his bcdde ; but man fo fori grone . 
Ne herd I nevir ; aBd.what was his.mone - 
Ke wift I nought, for as I was commiog 
All fodainly he left his complaining, jte 

Of whiche Vtokeibmwhatfofpedioii» 
And nt^ I come, and* founde him wepi fore; . 
And God (b wife be my falvacion 
As I ha^ oevir routhe.of nothing more. 
For neithir with engine- ne with no lore . 
U nnethis might I fro the ddth him hepe, 
I'hat yet fele I mine hertd for him wepe . 56 ^ 
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AndfGfoiiwA'ntv.n Cith tBat T was bdrie' 
Was I ibiwile no mao for to preche, 
Ne nevir was to wi^htfo depe ^fworoe, 
£r he me told who might yben hislcdte; ' 
But not to yoavehcrfin al hisfpeche. 
Or all loD :w«fuU waixii& for to fowiie^ . 
Ke hid nicBougfhtv but ye woU fe me fwone; 5 74 

Butfinrtv&Tehxs life, and cilis nought. 
And to nonihanm of you, thus am I driven ; 
And for the love of Uod chat us hath wrought 
Soche chere hiai doth that he and t maie HvaD. 
Kow have I plat to you mine hcrte yihriven. 
And iith ye iRooe'th&tinine entent i&clene 
Take hede thereof, for hone evill I mene. 5^1 

And r'lghjk glide thrift I pray to God ha»te"ye 
That han foche oite icaught withoutin net $ 
A nd be ye wife^as^e be faire to ft 5 
Well in the ring than is the ruMeiet 7 
There wcuin nerir tii'o fo well fcnet 
Whan ye ben hts,all whde as he is your : 
• Tht mi^tydGiiidnnrgiiint to fe that hour 1 588 

Naie, thereoffpake i aat^ A haf (^od flie) 
As helpe me God.ye iheifdm every dele* 
A, mercie,id)ailLi]eteianon(quod'he) ' ( 

What fo I fpake.l nenc it xioaght but wele, 
By Marl the god that helnnd is of A^ie : - 
Now bethj liot wrbtli, my blode,' my neee dere ! 
JfcloarwcU (quod flic) forycwn be it here. j'95 
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With tfashe tokelits leve, and hoaie be wcnts 
Ye, Lorde, how he was glad and well bigon ! 
Crefeide arofe, Bo.lengir flie ne ftent» 
Bac ftrelght into her dofet went aobn» 
And fet her dovuK as ftill as any ftone. 
And every worde gan np and doane to windtt 
That he had £ued as it came her to .minde. 60^ 

And WQze fomedele afionied in her thought 
Right for the newd cafe ; but whan that Ihe 
Was foil avifid, tho found ihe right nonght 
Of peciil why that ihe ovghte aferde be» 
For man mai love of poflibilite 
A woman fo that his herte mate to breft. 
And (he oat love ayen but if her left^ 609 

Bat as (he fat alone and thonghtd thut. 
In field arofe a (kirmiih all without, 
And men cried in the (bete, Se ! Troiloa - 
Hath right now put to flight the OreMs rant : 
' With that gonne all her meine for to (hoiitft 
A ! go we fe ; caft up- the gatis wide, . 
Fov through this ibrcte he mote to pakk ride, 616 

For 6thir waie in fro the yatis none 
Of Dardan us, there opin is the cheine : 
With that come he and all his folke anoBe 
An efie pace ridinii^ in routis tweiad. 
Right as his happie daie was (fothe to feine) 
For whiche men faith maie not diiUmrbid bb 
That (hall betidinofdeceihte. 64a 
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ThUThiiluB fot on his baie ftede 
All armid £»▼« hishedde full richily, 
Aod woQildid was his horfe, and gan to biede, 
On wbiche he rode a pace full foftily ; 
But foche a knightly fight, lo ! truily 
As was on him was nat withoutin faile 
To loke on Man, that god is of Battaile. 630 

So like a man of armis and a knight 
He was tq feme, fulfiUed of liigh prowefle. 
For botfae he had a bodie and a might 
To doen that thing as well as hardineffe. 
And eke to (eno him in his gere drefle, 
So freihe, fo yong, fo weldy, femid he, 
k was an hevin on him for to &. • ^3 7 

His helme to heiM^tn was in twentie phices, .. 
That by a tiffuc hong his backe behijide. 
His flielde to daihed with fwerdis and with maces, 
In whiche.men might many an arowe finde 
That thirlid had both home, and nerfe, and rinde; 
And ate the peple cried. Here cometh our joie, 
And next his brothir holdir up of Troic i 644 

For which he w<;xt a little redde for fhama 
When he ib herd the peple on him crien, 
That to.beholde it was a ndble game 
How fobirhche he ciift adoune his eycn. 
Crefeide anone gan all his chere efpien. 
And let it in her hcrte fo foftly finke 
I'hftt to her (eUibe fayed, iio ! gite mc drinkc . 6j i 
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For of her ownd thought fhe wcwe al rcdde, 
Remembring hqr right thns, lo ! this is he 
WhicheUiU mioe uode fwereth he mote be dedde 
But I on him have mercieandpite: 
And with that ilkd thought for pure fhame-ihe 
Can in her hedde to puU, and that as £aft, 
While he and all the peple forth by paft : 6^ t 

And gan to caft androdKn upanddoaa 
>\"ithin herthoDght faisexcaUenc prowefie. 
And hit) eflate, andalfo his renonn, 
His wttte, hisfliape,andeke his gentikiafle ; 
But mofle her faivoar was for his diibvfie 
Was all for her, and thbught it wtre a nmth 
To ilaen foche one, if that he ment^ troath. 665 

Now ^tght lame envious ivight jangUnthns, 
This was a fodata lonre ; how migiHi it be • • 

I'hat &M fo ligHtiy lovid Troilus ? 
Right at thefird fight of him \ Vea, parde. 
Now whofo faied fo'mote he nevir the, • 

For ev^ry thing a ginning hath it ncde 
£r all he wrought withoutin-any drede. 6f% 

For I faie nat that fhe io fudatnly ' 
Yafe him her love,'but that (be gaia encSn6 
To liken* him tho> and Ihave told you why; 
And aftir that hi»fnflnh«de'aAd his ^mt 
Alade love within her herti foi' to mine. 
For whichc by prdcefie and bygvdefenMee 
Uewa&neheriow, ludizi'jQofcdaibwifer' ■ 4^9 
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And alfo blisf til . Venafr wele arayed 
Satte in her feyinth houfe of hevin th» 
Difpofid wele, and with afpedlU payed, . 
To helpin fcly Tr9ylus of hit wo.; . 
And» fothe to Xayne, file n'aa oat all a i\t» 
To Troylu8 in hy« nacy vyte, 
God woe« that wele the fonir ipedio he. . 6 S 6 

Now let 1*9 iUote of Troilas a throwe» 
That ridith forth, und lee u« toarne fad 
Unto Crefeide, that hcog her hedde full iowe 
There as (he fatte alone, and gan to aik 
Wheron fite would apoinift her at the lail, 
If it fo were her erne ne would yceiTc 
For Troilos upon her for to preiSs. 693 

.Andy Lorde! fo ihe ^ao in her thought argue 
In this matter of whlche 1 have you told, 
And what to doca bed were, and what efchue^ 
That pHtid /he (ui(^t in many fold; 
Now was her hertewarme now was it cold; 
And what/hethought of fomvhat ihal 1 write 
Asmineau^bour Jiilithtomct'eodite. 7CO 

She thought 0eU Bifi thatTroilus perfon 
She kaewe by fight, and eke his gentilne£k, 
And thub ihe faid^ All were it nought to doen 
To graunt ^isn leye, yet for his worehinefle 
It wer honor with pUie and withgladneiTe 
In honefte with, Cache a lorde todele 
for mine e(Ute aad alfo for his hele. 70 ;. 

roLmc rUL O 
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£ke well wate I my king'ts foRM is he. 
And fith he hath to f« me foeh« dcKtt) 
If T would uctirlkhe hk fight yflte 
Par*avenfDre he migilft have mc ill difpite, 
Thorough whkhe 1 might ftotfdkiin H^rfe j^ite; 
Now were I not wife me iiaffe to furthacC) 
Without in nede,' there I maie H^d in gtacc. 714 

111 every thing: I mn there lieth loeiiite^ 
lor though atnao forbiddifh dr«M»kiaeile» 
He noogitt Ibrbidditk that every creturc 
Be drinkileiTelbr alwaie^ M I fcAe; 
Lke fithe 1 wiit for jmc it hit diftrefftt > 
1 ne ought not for that thing him difJMfe, 
i>ith it is fo he menitk hi gdde wif«. f%j 

And eke I knowe-of long-time agone 
His thewit gode, ami that he n'^ 8ot dice, 
No vaMoi>r iiuie men certain he i« iione» 
To wife 16 he to docn fo grefic a viee, 
Ne als 1 11*111 him nevir fo cheriee 
That he ihall make a^auot by juild dinfe ; 
He (ball me nevir bibde in foche a ciattfe* f%t 

Now.fet a cafe, the hardiftJt M*, 

Men migluiodenaB tkit he lovith mei; 

What didhoMiir nyem it auto me thit? 

A laic 1 hiin let of that ? why mtte, psrde; 

1 knuwc alfo, and alwaie here MMd fby 

Men lovin women al this toune about; 

1i€ dici the wcrd f why naae, v. Ithootin do«bt# 735 
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1 thinkc eke Kpw he worthy i^ to have 
Of all this 9Qblc tquoe the thrifty iil 
.That woman is, if ihe her honoiir fa ve, . 
For out and out he \^ the worthyilt 
Save only He<Slor, whiche that i* the bed; 
And yet hi« life lieth all upw in my cure: 
But foche is love, and eke mine avinture. 74^ 

Ne me to love a wondir is i% nought. 
For well wotc \ my fclf, fo God jik: fpcde. 
All woU I that no man wiil of this thought* 
I am one of the fairift out of dredis. 
And godelyiil, who fo that takith hede,. 
And fo men fatne, in all the toun« of Troie; 
What wondir is though he of me ha ve joie I 7 4f 

I am mine owne woman, well at efe, 
I thanke it God» af aftir i»ine eilate, 
Right yong, and ilond uutied in luflie lefe, 
Withoutin jeloufif , and foche debate ; 
Shall no huiboodq faine unto.mcChecke fuate. 
For eithir thci bco full of jeloufie, 
Or maiftirfuU, 01^ Ipvin novelrie . 73^ 

What (hall I doefi f to what fine live I thus f 
Shall I not love in cafe if that me leil I 
What f pardieux I am not reiigipus ; -< 

And though th»t I mine herte fet at rcil 
Upon this knight, that is the wort^ieft, ' 
And kepe alwaie mine honor and my name, 
3j all right it m^e doe to me no ibamc. 763 
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But right as whan the fonne ^ittith bright 
In March, that channgith oftintime his face. 
And that a clood is pot with winde to flight 
Whichc ovirfprat the fonne as for a fpace, 
A cloudy thought gan throngh her foale pace 
That ovirfpradde her brighte thonghtis all. 
So rhit for fere ahnoftc flie gan to faH. 770 

That thought was this; Alas! fith I am fire 
Should I now love and put in jeopardle 
My fikirneiTe, and thralltn liberte? 
Alas ! how durft 1 thinicin that folic ? 
Maif I not veil ir- othir folkc afpic 
Ther dredful! joie, ther conflreint and ther pain ? 
Ther lovith non- that ne hath why to plain. 77 7 

For love is yet the moftd ftormie life 
Right of himfelf that cvirwasbegonne. 
For ever fomc miftruft or fome nice ftrifc 
There is in love, fome cloud ovir the fnnne; 
Thereto we wretchid women nothing conne 
Whan us is wo butwepe, and fit, and thitike : 
Our wretche is this, our ownd wo to drmke. 784 

Alfo thefe wfckid tonguis ben fo preft 
To fpeke us harmc, eke men ben fo untrue. 
That right anon as ceffid is ther left 
So ccffith lovie. and forth to love anewe : 
But Harme iihe is dotn, tvho/o it rue; 
For though thefe men for love •hem firft to rende, 
FuUJharp beginning breiith oft at ende» 79 1 
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Hi>i¥ oftip tune hath ic yknowin bf n 
The ererpo that Co women hach be doe ! 
To whjit fio« i« (V$he love I can not fepe, 
Or where Uecoinith it whaa it m gp 
There is no wight tJl^ wote I trowc Ta; 
Wher it becometh lo ao wight oo it/porneth; 
That erft was ooti^it^ into nothing tornoth* • 798 

How bufie ( if I loye) eke muft I be 
To plefin 'hem ttvitisu>gJ^*of<^ve an4<i(:nie. 
And coyen 'he}n that thei A^ie 110 harm of me! 
For though ther^e be 00 caufe yet *hem may ^eme 
Al be for harnie that folke Cher frendis ^ueme; 
And who maio fiopjln every wiekid cong 
Or foune of bellis whUe that th(:i ben rong \ 805 

And after tto her thought gan for to clere, 
And faied. He vehkhe thfit notling imdirUkttU 
Nothing acbruitby beMim lotk <fr dtre ; 
And with an othijr thought her hert y^uaketh; 
Than ilepUh hope, and aftir drede awaketh ; 
Now bote now cold: bpt thus betwi;cin twey 
She rift her vp and w«m her for to pley. Zit, 

Adoune the ftaire anon right tho flic fvent 
Into her gardine, with her necis thre, 
And up and doun thei madin many' a went 
Flexippe* and (he, Tarbe* and Antigone, 
To playia, that it joie was to fe, 
And othir of her women a grete rout , 
Her folowe4 io the gardinc all ab QUt . 819 

Oiij 
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This yerdc was large, and railed al the aleyes. 
And Ihadowed wel with blos'omy bowis grene. 
And benchid ncwc, and fondid all the weyes. 
In whiche ibe walltith arme in arme betwene. 
Till at the laft Antigone the (bene 
Gan on a Trojan fong to fingin tlcre, 
That it an hevtn was her voice to here. 8a6 

She faicd, O Love! to whom 1 have and fiial 
Ben humble fabjeft, true in mine entent. 
As I bed can to you, Lorde, yeve I all 
For cvirmore mine hert'is love to rent, 
For nevir yet thy grace to no wight fent. 
So bli^full caufe as me, my life ro lede 
In allc joie and furetie out of drede. 83 3 

The blisfull God hath me fo well befet 
In love iwis, that all that berith Hfe 
Imaginin ne could how to be bet; 
For, Lorde, withoutin jeloufie or (Irife 
I love one whiche that mofte is ententilTe 
Tofervin well, unwcrily'or unfained, 
That cvir was, and left with harme diftained, 840 

As he that is the well of wdrthinelTe, 
Of trouth the ground, mirrour of godeliheddc, 
Of wit Apollo, ftone of fikitncffe. 
Of virtue rote, of lufte findir and hedde, 
Thorough whiche is all forowe fro me<)edde : 
Iwis I love him beft, fo doeth he me ; 
Now gode thrift have he where fo er he be ? I4 7 
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Whom (hootd T thankin but you, gfod of Love, 
Of all this blifie in whiche to bathe I ginne \ 
And thankid be ye, Lorde, for that I love ; 
This is the rights life that I am inne, 
To flemin all manir of vice and finne ; 
This doeth me fo to vertue for to* entende 
That daie by date I in my will amende. 854 - 

And who that faieth that for to love is vice 
Or thraldome, though he fele in it diftrefici 
He either is envious or right nice. 
Or is unmightie for his ihreud^nelTe 
To lovin ; for focrhe manir folke I geffe 
Diffamin Love as nothing of him knowe; 
They fpeke of Love, but nevir bent his bowe. S61 

What is the funtie worfe of his kinde right 
Though that a man for feblefle of his eyen 
Maie not endure on It to fe for bright \ 
Or love the worfe that wretchis on it crien ? 
No wele is worth that maie no forowe drien; 
And forthyj Who that batb an htdde of^erre 
Fro cajl ofjlonis -ware bim in the xverre, 86 1 

But I with al mine herte and al my might, 
As I have faied, woU love unto my laft 
My owne dere herte, and all mine owne knight, 
In whiche mine herte ygrowin is fo fad, 
And his in me, that it (hall evir lad : 
All did I dred at firft to love begin 
Now wote I well there it no pain therein. 875 
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And of^her Song right with th»r worde flie ftcot. 
And therewithal!, Now seed (quod Crefeide) 
Who made this fong now with fo gode entcnt ? 
Antigone anfw^rde anon, and faide, 
Madame, iwis it was th« godelyi^ maide, 
Of-grete eftate, in all the toune of Troie, 
Who led her life in mode honour and joie. , 88% 

Forfothe fo it yfiemith by htr fpng. 
Quod tho Crefeide, aad gan therwith to fike. 
And fayid, Lorde! is thex e foche bliife emopg 
Thefe lovirs, as thei can fo faire e&dite f 
Ye, Wifle, quod fre&e Ant^ooe the white. 
For all the folke that have or heu on live 
Ke coukUo well the bliiPe of love difcrlve. 889 

But wenin ye that €very wretche wotc 
The par6te blifle of love ? why nvCf iwis; 
Thei wenin all be love if one be bote ; 
Do* waie, do* waie ! thei wote nothing of this: 
Men mote afkio of faio«5lis if it is 
Ought faire in heven ? and why ? for thei can tell; 
And aikin fendes if it be fouk in hell ? 896 

Crefeide unto tim purpoTe nought anfwerde, 
But faied, Iwis it woll be night as fade ; . 
But every worde whiche that ihe of her herdc 
She gan to priotin in bar bevtc fafte, 
And aie gan love her lafle for to agafte 
Than* it did erft, and finkin in her herte, 
That ihe wax fomwhM able to convcrte. 903 
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The daf'U hottbiir and the heven'h eye. 
The oight^is foe, all this-clepe I the fonne, 
Gan weftrlii ^ft, and dounward for to wrie. 
As he that had his day'is coorfe ironne. 
And white thingis woiio all dimme and donne 
For lacke of tight, and ftcrris for to* apere, 
That file and liU her folke in went ifere. 91b 

So whan it likid her to gon to refte, 
And voidid werin thei that voidin onght. 
She faytd, that to ilepia well her lefie; 
Her women lone unto her bedde her brought : ' 
Whan al wa« huih't than late flie ftil and tho«ght 
Of all thia thing the mantr and the wife ; 
Reherce it nedith not, for ye ben wife. 917 

A nightingale uponacedre grene 
Undir the chambir wall there as ihe laie 
Full loude yfong ayen the mond ihene, 
Par*a venture in bis bird'is wife a laie 
Of love, that made her herte freihe and gai« | 
That herkenid (he fo long in gode entent 
Till at the laft the dedd^ ilepe her hent. 914 

. And as (he ilepC anon right tho her met 
How that an egk» fethered white as bone, 
Undir her breft his longe dawis fet. 
And out her herte he rent, and that anon, 
And did his herte into her breib to gon, 
Of which file nought agrofe ne nothing fmert. 
And forthe he flyith with herte left for hert. 93 1 
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Now let her flepc, and we oor talis holde 
Of Troilus, tJuc is to palcis ridden 
Fro the fiparmilhe of the whiche I have tolde. 
And in his ch^oiJbir fate and hath abidden 
Til two or thre of hisnieflang^ir&yeden 
For Pandarus, andfoughtin him full faft 
Til the! him found, and brought him at the laft. 93? 

This Pandaz;ut came leping in at ones. 
And fayid thus, Who hath ben well ibete 
To dale with fwerdis and with flonge Aones 
ButTroilua, that hath caught him an hcte \ 
And gao to jape* and faied, Lorde how ye fwete ! 
]^ut rife and let us foupe and go to refte : 
And he anfwerde him, Doe we as the leAe. 94 j 

With all the hail godely as.thei might 
The! fped 'hem fro the foupir and to bedde. 
And every wight out at the dore him dight, 
And wher* him lift upon his wait he fped, 
But Troilus thought that his herte bledde 
For wo til that he herde fome tiding. 
And fayid, Frende, ihall I now wepc or fing I 95 » 

(Quod Pandarus) Be ft ill and kt mis ilepe. 
And doe' on thy hode, thine nedis fpedde ybe. 
And chefe if thou wok ilng, or daunce, or lepe : 
At (hort wnrdis, thou (halt trowe all hy me, 
For, Sir, my nece woll doin well by the. 
And love the beft, by God and by my trothe, 
3ut lacke of purf ute marre it in thy ilothe. 9i 9 
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For thus ferfdnh t have thy wtrke begon - 
Fro dale to dnic^ till thk daie by the morowe 
Her love of frditdihip hate I to the won, 
And therto hath' file hid her faith to borow; 
Algate o fote is hatntileA of thy forowe :• - 
What ihould 1 leogir ferttloit of it hoide \ 
As ye have herd before all he him tolde. 96^ 

But right as flonris thr«ogh the ooM of night 
Iclofid (loDpi4 in tirer ilftlkis lowe, 
Redrefiin *hefb' Ayen the ixuaik bright^ 
And fpredin in tlieF^lftdi toarfo by Yowei 
Right fo gan tho hit oyin up to ihmvre 
This Troiki», and laitd^O V«oi»dere ! 
Thy might, thy frkice, iheriedbe it het« . 975 

And to Pandare beheld up both hi« hciffdes, 
And fayid,l«oi>d4e^-att*tfaine be that lliav«, 
For I am whole, ft^id brofiin ben My boiNles : 
A thou Ainde Trbyls who fo that me yave 
Eche aftir oHwr, Oodfo wis me fave, • 
Ne might n*t Me'fof hidiD : lo! mine hcrt 
It fpk-edith fo for joid it woll to fterte . 9^ 

fiut, Lerde, how OmU I doen ? how flicill 1 Itlf«B ? 
Whan ibail 1 neit my own dere herte yfe ? 
How ihall this hmgirifane awaie be driven 
Till that thou be ayvn at her fro me ? 
I'hou maieft anlWere, Abide, abide; but He 
That bangith hy ihentd^f (he fothe to faine, 
Jngretedifiife4tbHlitbfiribe^iii§, ^P/ 
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All cG\f now, for the love of Mart?, ' 
(Quod Pandoras) for every thing hath timCy 
So long abidp till that the night depar>te. 
For all {f Hkxr as thou lieil here^by'mc, 
And God tofproe, 1 woU be thdre at prime^ 
And for thy inttkt fomwhat ad I ihail faie. 
Or on fome othir wight thisii:h&rge laie* . 994 

For parde Ood wot 1 have tyir-yct 
Ben redy the to ferve, and tp thiA »ight - 
Have I not falpid) but emfprthe my wit , 
Doen all thy luft, and ihal with al my might; 
Doe now as I jhall faine, and fare aright j 
And if thou n*)lie, Wite »U ihy felfa th^.care : 
pn me is nought along thiite ^nl^farc; > . xcoi 

I wotc well that thou wifu drtlthan I ' 
A thoufan4jQ folde; but if I Wjett asJt^u, 
God helpe n^h,i»l would uttiriy i 
Right of mine owne honde write t^ her now 
A lettir, in whiche I would t^llfi'ber h«!w - 
I farde amifftp, and -hep befcche of roMth ; . . 
|l<^w helpe thy felf, and leve ic for no ilouth. ico9 

. A9d 1 my felf ihall therwithtoher gon» 
And whan.thou wod that I am with her there 
Worthe thou up on a courlir^ight anoi), - 
Ye hard ily , and that in thy heft gcre. 
And ride forth by the plac^ 99 paught ne wew. 
And thou ihalt fiodc us (if I mai&) fittitig 
'^tfome windowe into the jdrete lokiog, zcij 

4 
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And if the Uft thannwiefl thou us (kioe, 
And upon me maltc thou thy countenaunce, 
But by thy life bewan, and fad efchoe 
To tarien ought; God Ifaiid at fro mii^iaunce{ 
Ride forth thy waie and hold thy govirnaance ; 
And we fhall %>eke of the fomwhat I trow, 
Whan thnn art gon, toi doe tkine eris glow. ici ^ 

Touching thy kcttir, clion are wife inough $ 
I wot thoo n'il^e it doignilicho endite 
As make it wiith thefe argnmentMitOBgh} 
Ne fcriven-like, or cntftily it write ; 
Beblotte it with thy terit eke aUte, 
And if thou write a godely worde all loft, 
ThoDgh it be gode reherce it not to oft : lo 99 

For though tkait the bedb harpbur upon lite 
Would on the befti founid jol^ harpe 
That evir was wkh all hift fingirs ^'ve 
Touche aie o firing; or aie o warble harpe. 
Were his naiiia pt^ndtid nevir fo ihaf pe, 
It ihuld^ makin every wight to dull 
To here his gld and of his'ftrohis full.' 1036 

Ne jombre ito difcordaunt thing if ere, 
Ad thus, to ufin termis of phifike ; 
In lov^is termis holde of thy matere 
The forme alwaie, and doe that it be like; 
For if a paintir would ypainte a pike 
With aiTUs fete, and heddid as an ape, 
It cordith not, fo were it but a jape. 104 3 

Ft^luntc rilL P 
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This counflile liktd well'to Tnuhia,' 
But as a (irecifuU lovir he fa«d thU; . 
Alas ! my dere brbthir PaadarusJ . ... 
I am alhamid for to write iwit,' 
Left of fliine ignorance I fated ftmis^ v - 
Or that (he n*oIde it for difpite teceire;. . . 
Than wer. I ded, there might it nothing weve. 105a 

To that Pandare anfwecid, H the kft 
Doe that I faie, atid let me thoi^ewith gon. 
For by that I.orde that formtd eft and weft 
I hope of it to hrifig anfwere: uion . . 
Right of her hond, and if.tha^.th<}a n*ilte-oon 
Let be, andJfovi(B mote he ben hi&lir6 - 
AyeB fl thy loft that hclpith tbe to thrire. XC5 7 

( Qnod Troilw) Dcj>ardieux I aflent ; 
Sithe that the Itfte, I well arifeandlRrrite, 
And blisfoU God praie I with gode entent 
The viage,andlettirlihaUenditQ . 
So fpede it, and thou Miner vii.the White . 
Yeve thoa me witte my lettir to devife; . 
Andfet him doiij), and wrote right in thiawife. 1064 

Firft he gan her his right ladie to call. 
His hert*i8 life, his Ittft, hit forowc s Jeche^ 
His blifTe, and eche thefe othir termis all. 
That in foe^e cafe ye lovirs allie feche^ 
And in full humble wife, a9 in his fpeche. 
He gan him recommaande unto her grace ; 
To tell all how it!ai)dth mokitl fpacc. 107 x 
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And aftk this fiiil: lowly he ber prsied 
To be nought wrothe though he of his folie 
So hardie was to her to writs, and£iied 
That love it made, or ellit nnift he die, 
Andpitoufly-gsx^raerciefortocrie; . • 
And aftir thatiie;iaied (and lied fiiU lottde) 
Hixnfelf wa^.iittie worthe, and lafle he cottd, 1078 

And that' ihe would have his conning exciiTed, 
That iitil was ; and eke he dradde her fo. 
And his un worthinefle aie he accufcd ; 
And a^r that tfaan:gaa he tel his wo } 
But that wasenddefle withontin ha; 
And faid, he would in trouth alway himholde, 
And redde it bvre' , and gan the lettre foilde : 1085 

And with his iaitd teris gan iie bathe 
The ruby in bis fignet, and it fette 
Upon the wese delivirliche and nthc, ' 

Therwich a thoofande timiser he lette 
He kifte the lettre whan he had ic fliette, 
And faide, X^ttre, ablisfol deftine 
The (hapin i^i.tny lady ibal the fe ! 109) 

This Pandare toke the lettre, and betioie 
A morowe to his nec'is paleis ilerte. 
And fail he fwore that it was pallid prime^ 
Afid gan to jape, and faide, Iwis mine heroe 
So frelhc ft » (akhoogh it fore fmerte) 
I maie nat ilepe nevir a Maj'is morowe, 
ihavcajoly wo^.aiqftyfotowe, XC99 

Digitized by Google 



1 7 « rfton. V9 s nn CKUsni& Bait HI 

Crefeld^) Irhaar chat flic her dooTc lierds. 
With dredefttl^ertCi and dcfinmsito hers 
The caufe of hit coittining,ngltt drntaofwerde; 
Now by your (iuch, miiic uode (quod ihe) dere ! 
What manir wiodis gidith yoo now here ? 
Tell us your'jgtly wo aod your peniunce; 
How {crfpvth be ye put in loif lit daatice ? i ic6 

By Qod (qood he) I hop alwaie fachinde. 
And ihe to Igngh as tlioiigh her kerte to brcfte« 
(Quod Pandarits) Loke alwaie that ye fiode 
Game in mine bode, but hcrkeneth if you left; 
Ther is right now come to the tduoe a geft, 
A Gr^kie'ei^ie, and teUith newd thiogesy 
For i^hiche I come to tell ymi aewe tidioges. 1 1 1 3 

Into the gardln go we', aod ye ihal here 
Al privily of this a long fernxoon. 
With that tfaei.wentin arme in arme iiere 
Into the gardia fro the cbamhre'doun ; 
And what that he fo ferze wat that the foon 
Of that which he fpake no man heria might 
He faid her thus, and out the iettir plight : 1 1 so 

Lo ! he that is al wholly your*is ire 
Him recommauodithlowly.to;yoiirgracey 
And fent to you this letter here by me ; 
Avifith yott on it whan ye ban (paee, « 

And of fome godcly anfwere ycm porchace. 
Or heipe me.Ood.fO| plaiaelyiar tofaine, 
He maie not longe Uvio foe hit painc ttif 
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tul dredefiiUy tho jran ihe ftondin ftil, 
And toke it oot, but all her humble chere 
Gan for to chaiingin, and faid, Scripe nor bil. 
For love of God, that toochith foch inatert, 
Ne bring me none ; and alfo, uncle dere ! 
To mine eftate have more regarde I pray 
Than to his laft : what (houldin I more fay f XI34 

And lokith now if this be refo'nable. 
And lettith not for favour ne for flonthe; 
To faine a fothe, now is it covenable 
To mine eflate, by God and by my troutkC) 
To take it, or to havin of him routhe 
In harming of my felfc or in reprevc f 
Beare it ayen for him that ye on leve: 1 14 z 

This Pandarus gan on her for to ftaff , 
And fayjd, htew is this the grctift wonder 
That cvir I fawc ; let be thiii nice fare : 
To dcthS mote 1 fmittin be with thonder 
Iff for the cite whicbe that ftondith yonder 
Would I a lettir to you bring or take 
To faarme of you : what lift you thus it ffiake ? itifi 

But thus ye iaxin well nigh all and fome, 
That he that moft defirith you t^fet^ 
Of him ye retchin left whcr6 he becorati 
And whethtr thathe live or cllis flerre) 
But for al that, that er I maie defer ve 
Refufe it not, (quod he) and hente h«r ftft', 
And in bet b'ofome doune the lettir thraft, x 15 5 

Piij 
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And faid her, Now caft it awaie anon 
That folke maic ic&e and gaurin on ns twey. 
( Quod ihe) i caa abide tiU thci be gon ; 
And gaix to fmik, and feid him, £me, I pray 
Suche anfwere as you lift your fclfc ponrey. 
For truily I wolno Icttir write. 
No, thaQ wol I, (quod he) fo ye eodite. Ii6% 

Thcrwith jQie lough, and rayid,.Go we dine ; 
And he gan at himfelfe to japin fafte. 
And fayld, Nece, V have fo gret a pine 
For love, that everiche othir daie I fafte ; 
And gan his beft^ japisibcth to cade, 
And made her fo to^laugh at hts foUe 
That ihe for lavghtir weoid for to die. 1 169 

And whan Uiat Ae was comen* into the hall 
Now erne, (qnod ihe) we wol go dine anon ; 
And gan fome of her women to her call, 
And ftreight into her chambre gan flie gone ; 
But of her befiqeffisi thisiwat one 
Amongis othir thlngts, out of drede 
f ul privily *hi$ Icttir for to rede. 1 1 76 

Avifid word by word in every line, 
And founde noiad^C ; flie thought he eoode hit gode. 
And put it up, and went her in to dine ; 
And Pandarps, tbntin a ftudie ftode, 
£r he was ware (he toke him by the hode, 
And rayid;Yj& wens caught er that ye wifte. 
I voschfafi?, (qttcd he) do whatere you iifte. X 183 



,d by Google 



B^ielL TIIQIL98 AMD CAISEXDf . I75 

Tho wiihtn thei, and fet *hem doune and etc ; 
And aftir none fiil Highly Pandarua 
Gan draw him to the windowe nie the ftrete, 
And fayid, Nece, who bath arayid thus 
The yondir houfe that ftante aforyene us I 
Which houfe ? (quod (he) and gan for to beholde. 
And knewe it wel, and whdfe it was him tolde : 1 190 

And felUp forthe in fpeche of thingis ijnale, 
And fatin in the windowe bothe twey. 
Whan Pandarus iawe time unto his ule. 
And fawe well that her folke wer al awey, 
Now, nece mine, tel on (quod he) I prey ; 
How likith you the lettre that ye wot \ 
Can he theroo ? for by my trouth I n*ot. 1x97 

I Therwith al rofy hewid tho woxe Ihe, 
And gan to hum, and fayid, So I trowe. 
Aquite him wel for Godd*i8 love (quod he) 
My felfe tojuedis woll the lettre fowe. 
And helde his hondii up, and fell on knowe. 
Nowe godi necej be it ncvir fo lite, 
Yeyc van the labour it to fowe and pUte. 1204 

Ye, for I can fo wrkin (quod fhe) tho, 
And t)U I n'ot wK4t I fiiould to him (ay. 
Naie, npce, quod Pandarus, faie you not fo, 
Yet at the left ythookith him I pray 
Of his gode will. O doth him not to dey ! 
Kow for the love of me, my nece derei 
Refulith not at this time my praiere^ Z 2 1 1 
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Depardicnx ! (quod ihe) Cod leve ll be wtle; 
God helpe me fo this is the firft lettre 
That cr 1 wrote, ye al or any dele: 
And into* a clofet for to* avife her bettre 
She went alone, and gan her herte anfettre 
Out of Difdain'is ^ifon but a lite. 
And fet her doun and gan a lettre write, i^iS 

Of whiche to tel in ihorte is mine entent 
Th* effcv^e as ferre as I can undirftonde s 
She thookid him of al that he wel ment 
Towardisher, but holdin him in honde 
She n*oIde not, ne makin her feWin bonde 
In love, but as his fuftir hitn to plefe 
She would aie faine to done his hert an efe. 1% zs 

She fhette it, and to Pandartrin gan goa 
There as he fat and lokid into ftrete. 
And doun ihe fet her by him on a (bone 
Of jafpre', upon a quisfiien of golde ibete. 
And faid. As wifely helpe me God the grete 
I nevir did a thing with mord paise 
Than write this, to the which ye me eonflraine. t%$% 

And toke it him : he thonkid her, and feide, 
God wot of thing ful of tin lothe-bejifOAne 
Comith ende gode : and, need mineCrefeide, 
That ye to him of barde now bett iwonne 
Ought he be glad, by God and yondir fonoe ; 
For why ? men faine Imprejponis light 
FuU lightly ben alt rtdy U the fight, X %^f 
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Bat ye han plaied the tiraoat al to bnge. 
And harde waa it your hcrt^ for to ^ra ve ; 
Now {lint£, that yc no lengir on it honge, 
Al woidin ye the forme of daungir fave, 
Bat haftith you to done him joye to have. 
For truftith wel^STa long idone bardmejfc 
Ca^h difjiiUful nf tin for diflrrffe. I X46 

And ri^ asthei declarid this matere 
Lo ! TroiUis right at thc^rct'is cnde 
Caroe riding with his tenthe fomme ifere 
Al foftily, and thidirwarde gan bende 
There as they fate, aa was his waie to wende 
To pajexsirarde> and Pandare him afpide, 
And faid, Necc, ifc who comith here ride ! 1 45 3 

O flie not to ! he fethe us I fuppofe, 
I^cil he may thinkin that ye htm efcbue. 
Nay, nay, (quod ihe) and woxe aa redde as rofe : 
With that he gan her humbly to falue 
With dredful chcre, and ofte hit hewia mue, 
And up his loke debonairly he caft, 
And beckid on Pandare and forth by paiL I i6o 

God wot if he fat on his horfe aright, 
Or godely was befene that ilkd day ; 
God wot where he were like a manly koight ; 
What (hoald I dretche, or tcl of his aray ? 
Crefcidd, which that al thefc thingis fcy, 
To tell in Ihorte, her likid al ifere, 
Hii perfon» his aray, his loke, his chere, 1267 
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His godely matiir and his gentilndTe, 
So well, that never fithcthat fhe was borne 
Ne haddin ihe ftiche routhe of his diibefle ; 
And howe fo ihe hath hard ben here befome 
To God hope I fhe hath now caught a thornc. 
She ihal nat pui it out this ncxte wikfi ; 
Gf>d fende her mo fuch thornis on to pike ! XI74 

Pandarus, whxche that (lode her faftd by, 
Fehe iron hotte, and he began to fmite) 
And feide^ Nece, I praye you hertilie 
Tel me that I (hal alkin you alite; 
A woman that were of his deth to wite* 
Withouten* his gilt, but for her lacke of roath. 
Were it wd done .' (quod ibe ) Naie, by my trouth. I s8x 

God hclpe me fo, (quod be) ye fay mefothcy 
Ve felin wcl yoyr felfe that I nought lie, 
Lo ! yonde he rideth, (quod flic) ye, fo he dothe. 
Wei, quod Pandare, as I have tolde you thrie, 
Let be your nicete and your folic. 
And fpcke with him in efing of his herte : 
Let nicete nat do you bothe fmerte. xa8S 

But theron was to hevin and to done, 
Confidiring al thing it maie nat be, 
And why I for fliame : and it were eke to fone 
To grauntin him fo gret a Uberte, 
For plainly her entent (as fayid flie) 
Was for to love him unwift if (he might. 
And guerdon him with nothing but with fight. X t^s 
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But Pandaros thought it (bal nat be fo; 
If that I maie this nice opinion 
Shal nat b<n holdin foUy yeris two ; 
What iUould I make of this a ionge Xermon ? 
He mui^ ftflefit on that conciufion ^ 
As for the titne, and whan that it was eve. 
And al was wel, he rofe and toke his leve. I^ct 

And on his way full fail homewarde he fpedde, 
And rig^t for joy he felte his here to daunce. 
And Troilusjic Ibunde alone abedde. 
That laie as do^e thefe lovirs, in a trannce, 
Betwixin hope and derke difefperauncc; 
But Pandanii right at his in coniming 
He fong, as who faith, Lo ! fomv^hat 1 bring ; 13^9 

And faide» Who is in his bedde fo fone 
Yburied thus ? It ana 1, frende, (quod he. ) 
Who ? Trotlas ! oaie, helpe me fo the mone, 
(Quod Pandarus.) Thou flialt op rife and fe 
A charme that wu yfent right now to the, 
The whichecan Jbelin the of thine axefle, 
if thou do forthwith all thy befioefle . 1 3 1 6 

Ye, through the might of God (quod TroIIus.) 
And Pandarus gan him the letcir uke, 
And faide, Parde Cod hath yholpin us : 
Have here a light, and loke on all thefe blake. 
But oftin gan the hert to glad and quake 
Of TroiluB while.he it gan to rede 
So as the wordis y ave him hope or drede. x 3 13 
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Bat, finally, he toke al for the beile 
That ihe him wrote, lor fomw^u he bebeldc 
On which he thought he might his heiti reft, 
Al covircd fhe the wordis undir ihelde; 
Thus to the more worthy part he him helde. 
That what for hope and Paodarus beheile 
HiB gret^ wo foryede he at the leile . X 3 30 

But as we maie al daie our fcUin fe 
Through more wode or cole kindlith the more fire. 
Right fo encreCe of hope, of what it be> 
Therwith ful oft encrefith eke defire. 
Or as an oke cometh of a litil fpire. 
So through this lettir which that ihe him fent 
fncrefin gan defirc, of whiche he brent. l$$f 

Wherfore I fay talway that day and night 
This Troilos gan to delirin more 
Then he did erfl through hope, and didkis might 
To prefin on, as by Pandarus lore, 
And writin to her of his forawes fine 
Fro day to day : he let it nought refreide 
That by Pandare he fom what wrot or :feide ; 1J44 

And did alfo hisothir obiertauno:* 
That till a lovir iongith in this caas, • 
And aftlr that his dice rurnid on chaunoei 
So was he eithir glad, or faide Alas! 
And held aftir his geftis aie his paas, 
And aftir fuche anfweris as he hadde 
.So werin his dates fcry othir gieddc. I35r 
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But to Paadare alway was his reeoors. 
And pitottily gan aie to him to plaint, 
And him befou^t of redo aod feme ibcoon ; 
And Pandaru8ythatfawehi»wodcpaiiie, 
Wexc wel nigh dod for roath,fothti for to faine, 
And befeiy with al his hert gan cafte 
Sonie of his wo to fleen, and that as fifte ; 155 1 

And faid^, Lorda, add frende, and brothir dere ! 
God wot that thy dilcfe ydothc me wo, 
But wolt thou (lintih al this woful chere, 
And by my trouth er it be dayis two. 
And God toforne> yet Ihal 1 ihape it To 
That thou ibalt come into a certalne place 
Thef e as thou maiail thy felfe praien herof grace. 1 3 65 

And certainly I n*ot if thou it wode, 
But thei that ben experte in love it fay. 
It is one of t^efe thittgis fortherith moft 
A man to have a leifir for to praie, 
And iikir place his wo for to bewraie, 
For in gode hert it mote fome rooth imprefle' 
To here and fe the giltlefle in diftrdTe. 13 7 x 

Par'aventure thinkift thou though it be fo 
That Kiade Virooid her ydone for io beginne 
To have a maftir routh upon My wo, 
Saith Dauogir Nay, thou (halt me f»e>ir win; 
So rulith (he iver hert' is gofte within 
That though file bcndin yet (he ftonte on rote; 
What in effed ie this ttdto my bote ? 1 3 79 
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Thinke here ayen whan that the fturdy okc. 
On whiche men hatkith oftin for the sone«, 
Recevid hath the happy falling iboke. 
The grete fweight makith it fall all at onea. 
As done thefe grcte rockis or thefo niiloefionet, 
Por fwiftir courfe cometh thmg that is of wight, 
Wh an it difcendith, than done tbiogis light. 138^ 

But rede that bowith.doune for every blaft 
Vm\ lightly cefGth winde it wol arife, 
But fo n'il not an oke whan it is cad, 
It nedith me nought longe the for to' Tife; 
Men fhal rejoylin of a grece emprife 
Atchcvid wel, and flont withoutin doot, 
A\ have men ben the lengir there About. Z393 

But,Troilus, now tel me if the left 
A thing whiche that I (Hal alkia of the ; 
Whiche is thy brothir that thou lovift bell 
As in thy very hcrt'is privity \ 
I wis my brothir Deiphobus, (^uod he.) 
l<fow, (quod Pandare) cr hour'is twife twelve 
He ihal the efe unwift of it himfelve* X4C0 

Now let me* alone, and workin as I may, 
(Quod he) and to D^iphobus went he tho» 
Which had his lord and grete frend b«aaie 3 
Save Troiius no man he Jpyid fo : 
To tel in (hortc, withoutin wordis mo^ 
(Quod Pandarus) I pray you that ye be 
Frcnde to a caufe.whiche that ytouchitb me. Z40; 
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Yes, panic, (quod DcipholjuR) wcl thou woft 
Al that evir I may, and Ood tofore, ' 
Al n'ereit hut for the man I love moft. 
My brothir Troihu; but fay wherfort 
It is, for fithc the day that 1 was bore 
I n*as, ne oovir more to bed I thinke^ 
Ayenll a thing that mightin the fortfainke. 14 T4 

Pandarusgan him thanke, and to him feide, 
L.O ! Sir, I have a lady in this tonne 
That is my ncce, and callid is Crefeide, 
To whiche fomemen would done oppreffioun. 

And wrongfully have her poiTeffionn, 

Wherfore 1 of your lordihip you befeche 

To ben our frende withoutin mor^ fpeche. X4II 
Deiphobus him anfwerde, O ! is nat this 

That thou fpekifl of to me thus ftraungely 

Crefeide,.my fr^de \ Pandarus faid him Yes. 

Than nedich (quod Deiphobus) hardily 

No more of this, for truftith wel that i 

Wol be her champion with fpere iind ydrde; 

I ne rought nat though all her foes it herde* 1418 
But telle me, thou that wofl all thismatere, 

How might I beifc availin now \ let fe. 

(Quod Pandarus) If ye, my lorde fo dere, 

Woldin as now do this honour to me 

To prayin her to morowc, lo, that (he 

Came unto you her plaintis to devife 

Heradvetfarieswouldofitagrife. ■ - I'A^S 
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AxA tf I niiore'^urft prayiii you as now. 
And chargin yoij to have fo grcie travailcy 
To have fome of your brethrin here with yon. 
That mightin to her caufc bettir avaiic; 
Than wote I wel ihe mi^tin nevir faile 
For to ben holpin, what at your inftaoircey 
What with her othir frendis govtrnauDce. 144% 

DeiphobiH, whiehe that comin waaof kinde 
To al honour and bounte to coofentey 
Anfwerde, It ihal he done; and I can finde 
Yet greater helpe to this in mine entente : 
What woldeO: thott faineif for Helen I fent 
To fpeke of this ? I trowe it be the beft. 
Per ihe may ledin Paris as her left. I449 

Of He&or, which that is my lord my brother. 
It nedith nat to praien him frende to be, 
For I have herde him, o time and eke other, 
Spekin of Crcfcidc fuche honour that he 
Maie faine no bet ; futh hap to him hath (he 
U nedith nat his heipis more to crave; 
life Oial be fuche right as we wol him have. 145 6 

Speke thou thy felfe alfo to Troilus 
On my behalfe^and praie him with us dine. 
Sir, al this (hal be done, (quod Pandartts) 
^nd toke his leve, and nevir gan to fine, 
But to his nec*is houfe as ftreight as line 
He came, and fouod her fro the mete anfe. 
And fct him doun^ and fpakc right in this wife : 1463 
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He faide^ O very God fo have I roane, 
Lo ! nece mine, fe ye nat how I fwete ? 
1 o'ot whethir ye the more thanke me conne : 
Be ye oot ware how that falfe Poliphetc 
Is now aboDt eftfonis for to pletc, 
And bringin on you. advocacies newc ? 
J f no, (quod ihe) and chaungid ai her hewe. 147O 

What ! is he more about me for to dretche. 
And done ? me wrong \ what fhal I don ? alas ! 
Yet of himfelfin nothing would I retche, 
N*ere ic for Antenor and ^neas, 
That ben his frendis in fache manir caas; 
But for the love of God, mine uncle dere ! 
No force of that, let him have al ifcre, I4 7 7 

Wichoutin that I have inough for us. 
Nay, (quod Pandare) ic Ihal nothing befo, 
For I have ben right now at Detphobus, 
At Hedor, and mine othir lordis mo. 
And (hortly makid eche of *hem his fo, 
That by my thrifte he ihal it ncvir wiane 
For aught he can, whan fo that he beginne. 1484 

And as thct caflin what was bell to done 
Deiphobos, of his owne cnrtiiie. 
Came her to praye in hispropir perfone 
To holdebim on the morowe companie 
At diiiir, whkbe ihe ne wolde not denie. 
But godely gan to his prayere obeye : ' 
Ha tkonkid her, and went upon his wey. 1 49 x 
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Whan this was don this Pandaras anooe, 
(To tellin in fhoite) forth he gan to wende 
To Troilos as ftil as any ftonc, 
And al this thing he tolde him orde and ende. 
And how that he Deiphohns gan to blende. 
And faide him, Now is time of that ye cornie 
To here the belle to morow*, and all is wonne. 14 9S 

Now fpeke, now pray, now pitoofly compUine, 
Let nat for nic2 (hame, for drede or floath ; 
Somtime a man mote tel his owne paine $ 
Beleve it, and flie wol have on the rottth ; 
Thou ihalt hen favid by thy faith and trouth ; 
But wel Wot I thoa now art in a drede, 
And what it is Ilay I can arede : 1505 

Thou thinkiil now how fliouldl don al this. 
For by my cheris mofttn foike efpic 
That for her love is that I fare amis, 
Yet had I levre' unwift for forow die: 
Nowe thinke nat £0, for thou doll gret foUe, 
For I right now have foundin a manere 
Of Height for to coverin al thy chcre. X519 

Thou (halt gon ovimight, and that as blive. 
Unto Deiphpbus houfe as the to plaie, 
Thy malady awaie the bette to drive ; 
For why f thou femift fike, thefothe to faie ; 
Sone after that doune in thy bedde the laie. 
And faie thou maiib no lengir up endiore, 
A n d li e rig ht there and bide thine avintorie» 15 19 
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Say that the fevtr n wont the to take 
The fame time, and laftin til a morowe ; 
And let fc now how well thou canft it make, 
For parde fike is he that is in forowe : 
Go now, farwel, and Venus here to borowe 
I hope and thou this purpofe holdeferme 
Thy grace (he ^1 the fully there conferme. f 6a( 

(Quod Troilus) Iwis thou alle nedeleiTe 
Couofailift me that (ikeliche I me faine, 
For [ am fike in emeft dontelefley 
So chat wel nigh I Aervin for the paine. 
(Quod Pandaru8)Thou (halt the becturplaine, 
And haft the Icffe nede for to counterfete, 
Tor Him men demht bote that mtnfefwctt. ^^1%% 

JLo ! holde the at thy trifte clofe, and I 
Shal wel the deerc unto thy bowe ydrive : 
Therwith he toke his leve all foftily, 
And Troilus to his paleis went blive. 
So glad ne was he ner in al his live, n 
And to Pandaruft rede gan al alTent, 
And to Deiphobus houfe at night he went. I540 

What nedith it to tellin al the chere 
That Detphobua unto his brothir made. 
Or his axis, or his iikelicfae manere 
How men gon him with clothis for to lade 
When he w^t laid, and how men would him glade \ 
But all for nought; be helde forth aie the wife 
That ye hsn herde Paodare er this de?ife. 1547 
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But certaitie is er Troilas him leide 
Deiphobua had praied him oviniighc 
To ben a frcode and helping to Crefetde; 
God wot that he that grauntid anon right 
To ben her fnli^ frend with al his anight : 
But fuch a nede vvas it to praien him thenne 
As for to biddin a wode man to retme. 155 4 

The morow came, and nighrn gan the time 
Of meahide, whan that the faire Qaene Helen 
Shopc her to ben an hour aftir the prime 
Wich Deiphobns, to whomfliefi'olde fainc. 
But as his fuftir homely, fbthe to faine. 
She came to ditnr in her phune cotent, 
But Ood and Pandare wift al what ibis ment. 15 6f 

Came eke Crefdde all innocent of this, 
Antigone her ncce and Tarbe'alfor 
But flie we now prolixite heft is, 
For love of God, and let us faft ygc 
Right to thetoffc^e withoutin talis mo*. 
Why al this folke aflembUd in this place. 
And let us xA ther faluingis pace* ' f 5 6S 

Gret honour did 'hem Deiphobos certauie. 
And fedde *h^Bi wel wkh al that might 'hem like,. 
But evirmo, alas ! was bis refrainc. 
My gode brQihiF,Troihis the iike, 
Lithe yet; and jherwithal he gan to fike, 
And afrir that he .painid him to glade 
*iiem as h& night, and cher^ gedehe made, 15 7J 
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CompUinid ek« Helen of his fikcDeiTe 
So faithfully, that pity was to here. 
And every wight gan wexin for axes 
A leche anon, and faide, In this macere 
Men curio folke, this charme I wol the lere : 
But there fate ooe, al lift hernat to teche, 
That thought, yet beft couldin I ben his leche. I584 

Aftir complaint him gonoin thei to prdfe. 
As folke don yet whan fome wight hath begon 
To preife a man, and up withpreife him reife 
A thoufande folde yet higher than the fon ; 
He is, he can, that fewc othir lordes kon ; 
And Pandarus of that thei would afferme 
He nought forgate ther proifing to cooferme. I j 89 

Herde al this thing feire Crefcide wel iuough, 
And every worde gao for to nottfie. 
For whiche with fobre chere her hcrte lough. 
For who is thatjae would her glorifie 
To mowin fQche a kdight done live or die ? 
But al paiTe I, left ye to longeydwell; 
But for o iine is al that er I tell. Z596 

The time came fro dinir for to rife, 
And as 'liem ought arifin cverichone. 
And gone a while of this and that dtvife ; 
But Pandarus brake al this fpeche anon, 
And faid to Deiphobus, Wol ye gen, 
If it your will be, as I erft you praydc, 
To fpckin of the ncdis of Crefeide ? i 
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Helen, \vhlch that by the honde her helde, 
Toke firft the tale, and faidc, Go we blive; 
And godely on Crefeide ihe behelde, 
And fayid, Jovis, let him nevir thrive 
That doth yon harm, and reve him fonc of live. 
And yeve meforowe bat he ihal it rue 
If that I may, and alle folke be true. i6 10 

Tel thou thy ncc*i» cafe, (quod Deiphobns 
To Pandarus) for thou canfl beft it tell. 
My Lordis and niy, Ladies, it ftant thus; 
Wliat fliould I lengir (quod he) do yon dwell ? 
He ronge 'hem out a i>roce8 like a bell 
Upon her foe, that hight was Polyphete, 
So heinous that men mightin on it fpete. i6l 7 

Anfwerde of this eche worfe of 'hem than other. 
And Poliphete thci gonnin thus to warieo. 
An hoogid be fuche one were he my brother. 
And fo he ihal, for it ne maie nought varien : 
What (hould I lengir in this tale tarieni 
Plainiliche al at onis thei her highten 
To ben her frende in all that €r thei mighten. 1614 

Spake than Helen, and faid to Pandarus, 
Wot aught my lord my brothir of this matcre, 
1 meijc Hedlor, or wote it Troilus ? 
He faid her Ye ; but wol ye me now here ? 
Me thinketh thus, fith that Troilus is here 
It were gode if, that ye wouldin aflent 
She tolde him her fcUe al this er die went ; tS%X 
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For he wol hsve the more her grefe at herte, 
Bkaufelo, ihe a wotthie lady is, 
And by your wil I wol but in right fterte. 
And do you wete, and that anon iwts, 
If that he ilepe or wol aught here of this: 
And in he lept, and faid him in his ere/ 
God have thy foule ! for brought have I thy here. 1638 

To fmilin of this gan thoTroilus; 
And Pandarus witheutin rekioing 
Out went to Helen and Dciphobus, 
And faid 'hem^ So thete be no tarying, 
Ne more prcfe* he wol well that ye bring 
Crefeide my lady that is now here. 
And as he maie enduren he wol her here. 1645 

But wel ye wote the chambre is but lite. 
And fewe fc^lke may lightly make it warme ; 
Now lokith ye, for I wol have no wite. 
To bring in prefe that might I ydon him harme, 
Or him difefin for my bettir arme ; . 
Wher* it be bet (he abide till eftfonis 
Now lokith ye, that knowin what to don is. 1 65 1 

I fay for me beft is, as I can knowe. 
That no wight inne wende but ye twey, 
But it were I, for I can in a throwe 
Reherfe her cafe unlike that (he can fay. 
And aftir this (he may onis him prey 
To ben godeJorde in (hort, and take her leve ; 
Thismay notmoktUofhisefehioireve.. _ 1659 
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And eke for (he is ftraunge he woll forhere 
His efe, whiche that him darin nat for you ; 
Eke othir thing that touchith nat to her I 

He wol it tel, I wote it wel right now, ' 

That fecrctc is, and for the town 'is prow : ^ 

And thei, that knew nothing of his entente, ' 

Without more to Troilus in thci wcnte. 1666 

Heleine in all her godcly foftly wifd 
Gan him falue and womanly to pJaie, I 

And faied, Iwis yc mote algate arife ; 
Now, faire hrothir, he all whole 1 prale; 
And her arme right ovre* his fiialdir laic. 
And him with all her wit to rccomfort ; 
As ihe befl could ihe gan him to difport. 1673 

So after this (quod (he) We you befeke. 
My dere brothir ! Deiphobus and I, 
For love of God, and fo doeth Pandare eke. 
To bengode lorde and freode right hertily 
Unto Crefeide, whiche that certainly 
Recevid wrong, as wot well here Pandare, 
That can her cafe well bet than I declare. j69o 

This Pandarus gan newe his tong affile, 
And all her cafe reherce, and that anone : 
V/han it was faied, fone aftir in a while 
(Quod Troilus) As fone as I male gone ^ 
I woU right fain with all my might ben one. 
Have God my trouth, her caufe for to fuileiner 
Nowgood thrift have ye (quodHdcnthcQaese. ) 1 68 7 
3 
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(Quod Paodams) Andit your will ybc ' 
That (he maie take her leve er that ihe go* 
O, elUf God forbid ^t ! (tho. quod hiB> 
If that ihe vouchfafin for to doe 1(X 
And with that worde (quod Troilus) Ve tWO» . 
Deiphobtts and my fuilir lefe and derc, . . » .' 

To you have I to fpeke oi a matere, 1694 

To ben a vifid by y ocr rede the better s 
And found (as h^p was) at his bedd'ifi hedde 
The coj^e of a tretife and a letter 
That He^or had him icnt to afkin redde 
If Ibche a man wa» worthy to ben dedde t 
Wote I naught whoyhot in a grifly wile 
Hf prayid 'hem anone on it avife. ' i^oz 

Deiphobus gan this letter for to' unfolde 
In ernefl grete» fo did Helen the Queoe, 
And roming outwarde fall it gonne beh<|]dc»' 
Dounward a fteire, into an herber grepe 1 . 
This ilk^ thing thei reddin 'hem betweae» 
And largily the mountenauijice of an boure '- ■ 
Thei gonne on it to redin and to po^re* - X708 

Now let 'hem rede, and tour^id we anooe . . 
To Pandarus, that gan full fafle prie 
That all was well, and out he gan to gone 
Into the grete chambir, and that in hie. 
And fay id, God fave all this companie I 
Come, nece mine, my ladie Quene Heleo> 
Ahidith you, and eke my lordis twene. . 1 7 15 

Fifiume mi. R 
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Rife, take Wikh ^oti ^ik nect Afatij^ne, 
Or whom-yiW Eft, oi- n6 Rfitc haraiFy ; 
The laiTe prefle tlie beCtfr : fcb^e fordi #fth ttie. 
And lokith that ye ihbnk&i hombfly 
Them tfll "dfre, tiittl ^tiah yc ^ait g:dd{f7 
Your time ifeeUkitIi 6f 'hem ybnr Hrrt, 
S^ftiwe to loog his refti« hkh bii^^. %y%% 

All innoce&t of i^ikaddms ent&t 
Quod th4'(^(eilfe, fS/o We, uacte dM ! 
And arme in arme ihWa^d #ith him the ^^eot^ 
^ Avifing weH fh^ Woi-dis and her chert'; 
And Pandartts ih bf^Ilfiin man^rb 
Sayid, All fofte, for Gddd*is \&tt I praSb, i 

8ti0lith right here, and foftily yoo plkle . I729 

Avifith ywi 1*^hat iBlke hen here '#ithfn. 
And in what plite one is, God him amende! 
And innmd th%8 full foftily begin ; 
Nece, I conjW^ atad highly you ddfende, 
On his hthAft ^hiche that foul6 us all fende. 
And in tht Vertue of corounis t'wailiie, 
Sfen nat this ttitii that h^^h for you this pain». if ^6 

Fie onlfii^ detill ! thf nie whiche one he is. 
And in what plitelie lieth ; come of anone ; 
Thinke all ibdie tai-ied tide but loft it nls. 
That woU ye bothe ^line whanye ben one ; 
And fecondly, there yet devinith Aohe 
Upon you two ; come of now if ye conne , 

While folke is blent^ lo ! all the time is fi'Oxine. 1 745 
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In titiring, and purfute, and dclaies. 
The foike define at wegging of a ftre. 
And though ye would han aftir merie daies 
Than dare ye nat ; and why ? for (he and ihe 
8pake foche a worde ; thuslokid he arid he":' 
Left time be lofte 1 4art i^fr-^ii^ y^adele, 
Come of therfofe, afid bringilh him to hele. X 75O 

But now to yovL^ ye lovirs that ben here. 
Was Troilos nat in a cazlkddort, \[' ,'''..' I,: 
That laie and might' the ^hifbrhg of *hem h^l'e,' " ' 
Arid thought, o Lordel rlg^ht riow.rerimtfi'fayTorif'" 
^ttliy to die or have ahdne comfort,* '.!^ 

And was the firft time that he (honld her praie 
Oflove;omjghtieGod!wl;k^flvHl>?fti??. ^1757 

£xf licit liierfecuttdutt' 
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